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DEAR ABBY: “Stella” and I have been 
close friends for 25 years. Two years ago, 
she was in a car accident and suffered 
a traumatic brain injury. She has since 
recovered and returned to work.

Stella’s personality has changed a lot 
since the accident. Her language and 
clothing are inappropriate. At 65 years 
old, her wardrobe now consists of mini-
skirts, spike heels, over-the-knee lace-up 
boots, halter tops, etc. She 
says suggestive things to 
my boyfriend in front of me. 
He no longer wants to be 
around her. Most of Stella’s 
friends have distanced them-
selves, and her husband has moved out of 
their home.

I remember how close we once were, 
and I don’t want to end the friendship, but 
I don’t think I can tolerate being around 
her. How can I help her and keep my 
sanity?

— TOO MUCH CHANGE IN TEXAS
DEAR TOO MUCH: Be gentle with 

Stella because her change may be beyond 
her control. Help her by trying to talk 
frankly with her. Explain how much her 
personality and image have changed since 
the accident, and that some of her actions 
have made people so uneasy they have 
distanced themselves. Tell her that her 
comments to your boyfriend made him 
uncomfortable, and you need them to 
stop.

I can’t predict how she will react, but 
you may get through to her. If not, she 
may end her friendship with you, and you 
can retain your sanity.

DEAR ABBY: My signifi cant other, 
“Bob,” and I have been together for 30 
years (never married). The past 10 years 
of our relationship have not been so good 
in the bedroom.

Bob has ED and refuses to see a pro-
fessional about it. He is well aware of 
how unfair it is to me because my sex 
drive is still in full swing. Would it be 
wrong to tell him that since he doesn’t 
want to seek help for his problem, I am 
going to fi nd a “ friend with benefi ts”?

I have reached the point where I want 
to leave him. 

If he would get help for his problem, 
our relationship would improve, and I 
would be willing to stay.

— DEPRIVED IN OHIO
DEAR DEPRIVED: Bob may be so 

embarrassed about his ED problem that 
he’s afraid to have a frank talk with a 
doctor about it. It’s a shame because in 
many cases there is help for it.

Because you have reached the end of 
your tether, discuss your feelings with 
him as openly as you have with me. If you 
do, it may jolt him into doing something 
for himself that he should have done a 
decade ago.

DEAR ABBY: My moth-
er-in-law passed away a 
year ago. Since then, my 
husband and his sister have 
been letting my father-in-law 
stay with each of us on dif-

ferent nights. He’s with us every Friday 
and Tuesday and with my husband’s sister 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.

My father-in-law is healthy and 
capable of doing everything for himself. I 
am getting SO tired of this arrangement! 
It is cramping my life in a big way. What 
do I do?

— RUINING MY LIFE IN THE 
SOUTH

DEAR RUINING: Start making plans 
for yourself on Friday and Tuesday nights 
so you will feel less encroached-upon. 
And introduce your father-in-law to some 
ladies his age — providing he is willing. 
(Men in his demographic are a hot com-
modity, and I’m betting that he will be 
willing.)

DEAR ABBY: My mom and stepdad 
occasionally watch my children to help 
us out or to spend time with them. I 
just found out that Mom will not put my 
8-month-old into a crib or Pack ‘n Play 
to sleep. She puts her into bed along 
with my 4-year-old son. I have asked my 
mother repeatedly not to do that, not only 
for safety, but so everyone can sleep. She 
refuses. She says I should trust them, and 
they should be allowed to do whatever 
they want when the kids are with them. 
Please tell me what to do.

— FRUSTRATED DAUGHTER
DEAR FRUSTRATED: Why you 

should trust someone who deliberately 
ignores your wishes is beyond me. 

Let me tell you what NOT to do. Do 
not allow your children to stay with your 
mother under these circumstances. Some-
times Mama does NOT know best, and 
this is one of them. If you prefer your 
children not share the same bed, your 
wishes should be respected.
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Brain injury alters friend’s 
personality in negative ways Let Your GRADUATES’

Accomplishments SHINE!
With college commencements being canceled 
and uncertainty with high school graduations, 

HONOR YOUR SENIORS
in this special way with a 

custom 18” x 24” corrugated 
plastic, double-sided yard sign!

Order by May 8th and we’ll deliver 
to your door before Memorial Day!

Call to place your order today!
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Volunteers needed for 

Meals on Wheels and 

Kids Club

Needed: food donations for food pan-

tries, pet food, childcare supplies: diapers, 

etc household supplies & staples: toilet 

paper, paper towels, cleaners, etc, personal 

hygiene items: shampoo, toothpaste, etc
We are closed during the Covid-19 crisis

Baker, Union, and Wallowa County Senior Centers: Take Out Meals available for pick-up; Meals On 

Wheels being delivered.

Northeast Oregon Public Transit: Baker, Union, and Wallowa County transportation services are 

running.  Primary focus is medical, pharmacy, groceries, and essential services and appointments.


