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* Starting criminal and
civil proceedings without
an attorney representing
the state.

* Not complying with
certain Oregon states,
rules and case law.

* Not considering and
complying with rights and
protections for victims.

» Making legal deci-
sions that do not keep with
local standards.

* Making release deci-
sions that do not comply
with Oregon laws or local
standards.

* Having a “clear align-
ment with and prefer-
ence for defendants and
their attorneys in criminal
matters.”

McDaniel in the memo
provided at least two
examples for each area.

In one instance,
according to the memo,
Williams started an
arraignment hearing
Sept. 23, 2019, for a fail-
ure-to-appear charge
without the presence
of chief deputy district
attorney Greg Baxter,
who was handling another

“I've been hearing things from my
staff who go in to testify. And they say
they see improper handling of cases

by a judge.”

Brian Harvey, La Grande Police Chief

matter at the request Cir-

cuit Judge Thomas Powers.

When Baxter appeared
before Williams, the judge
relayed what the defendant
said, adding the district
attorney’s office could not
use the statements against
the defendant because they
came from the judge. Wil-
liams also commented
the failure to appear was
an honest mistake and
released the defendant.
Another example cited
by McDaniel claims Wil-
liams ignored a victim’s
rights in a domestic vio-
lence case on Dec. 3, 2019,
when he released a defen-
dant and allowed him to
have phone contact with
the victim, which the
memo stated is a viola-
tion of Oregon law. And
earlier this year in a sex
abuse case involving a
6-year-old, Williams
reduced a defendant’s bail

to the point he was able to
get out of jail.

McDaniel listed a slew
of cases to illustrate the
claim Williams takes the
side of the defense over the
prosecution.

In one 2019 case, a La
Grande man faced misde-
meanor charges of men-
acing and disorderly
conduct for starting a
fight. While out on bail,
according to the memo, the
defendant went to a bar,
drank, drove drunk and
collided with two cars at
Riverside Park, La Grande.
The defendant pleaded
guilty to driving under the
influence of intoxicants,
reckless driving and the
original disorderly con-
duct charge. Williams then
waived all fines except
the $100 bench proba-
tion fee, the memo stated,
and while Williams found
the defendant violated

his release, the judge dis-
charged all the bail, stating
“I think we owe you some-
thing” in reference to the
defendant being a veteran.

La Grande Police Chief
Brian Harvey said he sup-
ports the motion as a local
law enforcement officer.

“I’ve been hearing
things from my staff who
go in to testify,” Harvey
said. “And they say they
see improper handling of
cases by a judge.”

While the motion
applies to one case so far,
McDaniel said her office
intends to file the motion
on any case Williams may
oversee. Williams and
anyone who disagrees
with the district attorney’s
claims can file against
the motion and receive a
hearing. The deadline to
challenge is May 5.

Michelle Leonard, trial
court administrator for
the 10th Judicial District,
which encompasses Union
and Wallowa counties, said
the motion has not affected
case scheduling. With
COVID-19 restrictions in
place, the courthouse has
limited cases to one court-
room and one judge per
week, which means Wil-
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Each vehicle may have
just one graduate.

LHS Principal Brett
Baxter said that not all fam-
ilies of seniors may have
access to vehicles so the
school’s staff will work
with the community to get
vehicles for them.

The school district, the
city of La Grande and the
Union County Sheriff’s
Office will be working
together to manage traffic
during the procession.
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Beverage and county
budget officer Shelley
Burgess said the county
has no money to directly
help small-business
owners. Beverage said the
money in county coffers
pays for public services,
such as road maintenance
and public safety.

“We have to plan ahead
to continue the general
services to the public, and
in the light of COVID-19
we — like everyone else
— have to plan the budget
without knowing what is
happening in the future,”
Beverage said.

Beverage said there are
a variety of resources for
small businesses that need
help during this time. The
county is working with
some of those resources
to share information with
the public and assist in
directing funds.

Beverage is up for
reelection and faces a
challenger in Michael
Barry of Imbler. He has
his own ideas of how
he would respond to the
COVID-19 situation.

Barry said he believes
the state has taken an
overly conservative
approach in responding
to the pandemic, and
he is concerned about
the severe effects it
could have on the local
economy.

“As COVID-19 comes
through our communi-
ties, the response from the
government needs to have
less negative impact than
the virus itself,” Barry
said.

“I'm hoping we can
begin to open the rural
parts of Union County
back up. We need to bal-
ance our respect for the
danger of the virus with
the danger of a com-
plete government-is-
sued shutdown of our
entire economy. Deci-
sions need to by county
by county, community by
community.”

Barry said he under-
stands the need for more
funding at local levels,
and he would like to see
more direct involvement
from the county, even if
the funding and assistance
comes from the state and
federal government.

The event will be live-
streamed on the internet
and each diploma hand-off
will be shown. The live-
stream will include images
from a drone flying
overhead.

Valedictory and guest
speeches will be recorded
along with a senior slide-
show. All will be shown

later that evening at the
La Grande Drive-In The-
ater for graduates and their
families.
Only one car per grad-
uate will be allowed.
Lifetouch Photography
has been contracted with
LHS to take graduation
pictures. Baxter said other
photographers will be avail-

able to help families with
photos.

The drive-thru gradu-
ation has been organized
by the LHS Grad Planning
team, which is composed of
administrative staff, senior
class advisers, senior stu-
dent officers and repre-
sentatives, and parents of
seniors.

liams will continue to
oversee criminal and civil
proceedings. She said it’s
too early to speculate on
what the motion means
going forward.

But local defense
attorney Jared Boyd said
granting the motion would
“drastically change” how
the criminal justice system
in the county functions.

“We are eliminating
one of only two judges
in the Union and Wal-
lowa County district, and
we would have to bring in

visiting judges to fill that
gap,” he said.

Williams cited the judi-
ciary code of ethics in
response to questions for
comment, which states in
part a judge should uphold
the integrity and indepen-
dence of the judiciary and
perform the duties of the
office fairly, impartially
and diligently.

“I hung these words
above me when I first
became a judge, and I read
them every day,” Williams
said.
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Miracle-Ear

Hearing Aid Sale

Tiny

Hearing Aids
On sale for a limited time!

Tiny Digital technology delivers
the clearest, most accurate sound
quality available in hearing aids!**

Sale ends May 8, 2020

2 Hearing Aids
for as low as

28!

per montht

FREE hearing tests

Reveals if and where you need hearing
assistance and is recommended for

everyone over 50 years old.

Attention hearing

aid wearers:

If you already wear a hearing aid (any

make or model), we can help you, too!

Our FREE computerized analysis and
tune-up help keep your hearing aid

working its best:*

FREE ear canal

inspections’

Sometimes it's nothing more than
excessive earwax. We use our state-of-
the art Video Otoscope to look inside

your ear canal. You can watch on a

video monitor as it happens.

Aid

LA GRANDE

111 Elm Street
La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109

*Our hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not
medical exams or diagnoses nor are they intended to replace a physician's care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor.
**Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to TO Recelve the Offer Mentlon Code

adapt to amplification. Only your Miracle-Ear® representative can determine which model and options may be right for you.
1$28 per month. Calculated at 12.99% interest for 60 months, must qualify with HealthiPlan® Patient Financing.

*>*Pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition for a full refund.

Trusted for Over 70 Years

©2010 Miracle-Ear, Inc.
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Digital
Hearing

Many Styles
Available!

LIMITED-TIME OFFER. CALL TODAY!

2021 Washin
Baker City,

541-239-3782

BAKER CITY

For a limited time only
Receive 2
AudioTone™ Pro
Hearing aids

Now Only...

ton Ave.
R 97814

DON’T WAIT!
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per month?'

ENTERPRISE

113-1/2 Front E. Main St.
Enterprise, OR 97828

541-239-3877
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