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UNION — Jaimee 
Baxter has witnessed the 
growth in the Eastern 
Oregon University track 
and cross-country pro-
grams, and wants to be in 
the mix.

That, the Union senior 
said, was a big part of what 
played into her decision to 
sign with EOU to join the 
programs, which she will 
do this fall.

“I’ve been able to watch 
over the last few years and 
watch the team grow,” she 
said. “I want to be part of 
the success. I’m confi dent 
that they’ll get the best out 
of me.”

Baxter, who also con-
sidered Idaho State and 
College of Idaho before 
selecting EOU, has become 
an integral part of the run-
ning program at Union 
during her career. Three 
times she placed in the top 
16 at state in cross-country, 
culminating last fall in a 
sixth-place fi nish at the 
3A/2A/1A meet in a time of 
19:32.3. That race capped 
a season where she logged 
eight top 10-fi nishes.

She also has emerged 
as a solid middle-distance 
runner on the track, and 
wrapped up her junior year 
last spring with a third-place 
fi nish in the 400-meter run 
at the 2A state meet, posting 
a time of 59.48 seconds. 
That capped a theme in the 
race for Baxter, who fi n-
ished in at least the top three 
all nine times she ran the 
race in 2019, including four 
victories.

Baxter also will get to 

link back up with former 
teammates, including 
Michelle Herbes, who she 
said she trained with a lot 
during high school.

“We pretty much com-
peted in most of the same 
events. We push each other 
really hard,” Baxter said. 
“She’s a stud. I am very 
excited to compete with her 
this year.

“I know she is going 
to kill me this summer in 
training, but I’m looking 
forward to it.”

Baxter had high hopes 
for the 400 this spring, 
including aiming for the 
Union program record in 
the race — a mark held 
by a relative — before the 
season was canceled due to 
COVID-19.

“My goal was to break 
Linda Baxter’s (record),” 
she said, noting the mark 
is 58.4 seconds, which she 
was only a second behind 
at state. “I’ll still have that 
mindset for next year. I was 
looking forward to that, but 

it is what it is, and that’s 
alright.”

The 400, in fact, has 
become a favorite race for 
Baxter.

“That’s become a race 
I really love,” she said. “It 
hurts a lot. Last year I had a 
lot of fun with it. I’ve made 
a lot of progress and get-
ting faster, getting more 
knowledge.

“There’s a lot more 
that went into it than what 
I thought. It’s a fun race 
because it’s fast, but it’s 

strenuous. It’s kid of a gutsy 
race.”

She also ran on state-
placing 4x400 relay teams 
as both a freshman and 
sophomore for Union, and 
placed fi fth in the state in 
the 1,500 as a sophomore.

“I think she’s going to 
be a solid middle distance 
runner,” EOU head coach 
Ben Welch said. “I like the 
athletes who can run cross 
well but have that kind of 
speed on the track.”

Welch sees Baxter as 

an athlete who will run in 
the relay and in the 400, 
among other races, and who 
could immediately make an 
impact on the cross-country 
team.

“She’s already run fast 
enough in cross to put her 
in the mix with our top 
seven. Hopefully she’ll con-
tinue to improve on that, 
and I think she will with 
her attitude,” he said.

Baxter pointed to 
coaches Steve Sheehy and 
Phillip O’Reilly, as well as a 
family history in the sport, 
as what hooked her to the 
sport.

“The connection with 
them and my family really 
drew me in,” she said.

She added the sports 
have helped shape who she 
is today.

“In one way, the coaches, 
the coaches staff at Union is 
incredible,” she said. “They 
helped me not only to push 
myself to achieve goals and 
meet goals, but the have 
helped me develop as a 
person. Just watching them 
in their families and com-
munities, they are people I 
aspire to be like.”

Baxter plans to study 
exercise science with a 
focus in physical therapy, 
saying she has found a pas-
sion for the health fi eld, 
which was fueled partly by 
Future Health Care Profes-
sionals of Oregon.

“A couple years back 
I went to MedQuest,” she 
added, also attributing the 
week-long session at EOU 
for inspiring her. “I loved it. 
That’s when I really started 
to look more into a health 
career.”

Baxter to run for Eastern Oregon University
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Union senior Jaimee Baxter, shown last May at the state track meet in Monmouth, has signed to compete in track and 
cross-country for Eastern Oregon University.
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. 
— Former NFL quarter-
back Tarvaris Jackson has 
died in a one-car crash out-
side Montgomery, author-
ities said Monday. He was 
36.

The 2012 Chevrolet 
Camaro that Jackson 
was driving went off the 
road, struck a tree and 
overturned at 8:50 p.m. 
Sunday, Trooper Benjamin 
“Michael” Carswell, an 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency spokesman, said 
in a news release. Jackson 
was pronounced dead at a 
hospital.

The wreck occurred on 
Pike Road, about seven 
miles south of Montgomery, 
his hometown. No other 
details were immediately 
released about the crash, 
which remained under 
investigation.

Jackson was hired as 
quarterbacks coach for Ten-

nessee State last season 
after a 10-year NFL career 
with the Seattle Seahawks, 
Minnesota Vikings and 
Buffalo Bills.

Seahawks coach Pete 
Carroll posted a Twitter 
message calling Jackson “a 
beloved teammate, compet-
itor, and Seahawk.”

Seattle quarterback Rus-
sell Wilson also posted 
about Jackson’s death: 
“TJack... you will be 
missed. Praying for your 
family...Love you man.”

The Vikings also 
released a statement 
saying that “one of Tar-
varis’ greatest attributes 
was his positive outlook 
and approach. He genu-
inely cared about others, 
was a good friend and will 
be missed by family, team-
mates and Vikings fans 
everywhere.”

At Tennessee State, 
Jackson helped senior 
quarterback Cameron 

Rosendahl to a season in 
which he passed for 3,023 
yards, the second most in 
program history.

“We are devastated,” 
Tennessee State coach Rod 
Reed said. “He was an 
awesome young man and 
he will be missed by our 
players, our staff and the 
TSU family.”

Jackson was a sec-
ond-round draft pick of the 
Vikings in 2006, starting 
12 games in 2007 and going 
8-4. He was part of the Sea-
hawks’ Super Bowl champi-
onship team in 2014 as Wil-
son’s backup.

Jackson started 14 games 
for Seattle in 2011, leading 
the team to seven wins. The 
former Alabama State quar-
terback, who started his 
college career at Arkansas, 
went 17-17 as an NFL 
starter.

He passed for 7,263 
yards with 39 touchdowns 
and 35 interceptions.

Tarvaris Jackson, 36, ex-NFL 
quarterback, dies in car crash
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In this July 27, 2014, fi le photo, Seattle Seahawks quarterback Tarvaris Jackson smiles 
while stretching at an NFL football camp practice in Renton, Washington. Jackson died 
in a one-car crash outside Montgomery, Alabama, authorities said Monday. He was 36. 
The 2012 Chevrolet Camaro that Jackson was driving went off the road, struck a tree 
and overturned at 8:50 p.m. Sunday, according to an Alabama Law Enforcement Agency 
spokesman, said in a news release. Jackson was pronounced dead at a hospital.
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