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LONDON — Wim-
bledon was canceled on 
Wednesday because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
fi rst time since World War 
II that the oldest Grand 
Slam tennis tournament 
won’t be played.

Britain imposed a 
nationwide lockdown just 
over a week ago, and the All 
England Club announced 
after a two-day emergency 
meeting that the event it 
refers to simply as The 
Championships is being 
scrapped for 2020. That 
hadn’t happened since 1945.

Wimbledon was sched-
uled to be played on the 
club’s grass courts on the 
outskirts of London from 
June 29 to July 12.

Instead, the next edition 
of the tournament will be 
June 28 to July 11, 2021.

Eight-time Wimbledon 
champion Roger Federer 
surely spoke for many with 
a one-word message on 
Twitter: “Devastated.”

Also Wednesday, the 
ATP and WTA announced 
that the men’s and women’s 
professional tours would be 
suspended until at least July 
13, bringing the number of 
elite tennis tournaments 
affected by the coronavirus 
to more than 30. The top 
tours already had been on 
hold through June 7. Low-
er-level events on the Chal-
lenger Tour and ITF World 
Tennis Tour also are called 
off through mid-July now.

Wimbledon fi rst was 
held in 1877 and has been 
contested every year since, 
with the exception of two 
stretches: from 1915-18 
because of World War I, 
and from 1940-45 because 
of World War II.

“It has weighed heavily 
on our minds that the 
staging of The Champion-
ships has only been inter-
rupted previously by World 
Wars,” club chairman 
Ian Hewitt said in a news 
release, “but, following 
thorough and extensive con-
sideration of all scenarios, 
we believe that it is a mea-
sure of this global crisis 
that it is ultimately the 
right decision to cancel this 
year’s Championships, and 
instead concentrate on how 
we can use the breadth of 

Wimbledon’s resources to 
help those in our local com-
munities and beyond.”

Wimbledon joins the 
growing list of sports 
events called off completely 
in 2020 because of the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

That includes the Tokyo 
Olympics — which have 
been pushed back 12 

months — and the NCAA 
men’s and women’s college 
basketball tournaments.

Wimbledon is the fi rst 
major tennis championship 
wiped out this year because 
of the coronavirus. The 
start of the French Open 
was postponed from late 
May to late September.

Shortly after the news 

came from Wimbledon, the 
U.S. Tennis Association 
issued a statement saying it 
“still plans to host the U.S. 

Open as scheduled,” from 
Aug. 31 to Sept. 13 in New 
York.

Wednesday’s decision 
by the All England Club 
means Novak Djokovic and 
Simona Halep will not get 
a chance to defend their 
Wimbledon titles from 
2019.

“We are going through 
something bigger than 
tennis and Wimbledon will 
be back!” Halep wrote on 
social media. “And it means 
I have even longer to look 
forward to defending my 
title.”

Serena Williams 
retweeted the club’s mes-
sage about the cancellation 
and wrote: “I’m Shooked.”

The move takes away 
what might have been one 
of Federer’s best chances to 
try to add to his men’s-re-
cord 20 Grand Slam titles. 
Federer, who turns 39 in 
August, is currently recov-

ering from knee surgery 
and planned to return in 
time for the European 
grass-court circuit that now 
has been erased from the 
calendar.

In a statement last week, 
the All England Club said 
that postponing the two-
week event would not come 
“without signifi cant risk 
and diffi culty” because of 
the grass surface that is 
affected by weather con-
ditions. The club also said 
then that it had ruled out 
“playing behind closed 
doors” without spectators.

Hundreds of thousands 
of people have caught 
COVID-19, and thousands 
have died. For most people, 
the new coronavirus causes 
mild or moderate symp-
toms, which can include 
fever and cough, but also 
milder cases of pneu-
monia, sometimes requiring 
hospitalization.

The All England Club 
said it would work to 
help with the emergency 
response to the pandemic, 
including distributing med-
ical equipment and food 
and offering the use of their 
facilities in other ways.

Regular day-to-day life 
has come to a halt in many 
ways in many parts of the 
world in recent weeks, and 
sports has refl ected that.

The NBA, NHL and 
Major League Baseball 
are on hold indefi nitely; 
the Kentucky Derby, Mas-
ters and Indianapolis 500 
were pushed back Pre-
mier League and other club 
soccer competitions are 
suspended; and the Euro-
pean soccer championship 
was postponed from 2020 
to 2021.

No ‘Breakfast at Wimbledon’ this year: tournament canceled due to COVID-19

Wimbledon’s 

cancellation is first 

for Grand Slam 

since World War II
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The main gates to Wimbledon are closed Wednesday, as it is announced the the Wimbledon tennis Championships for 
2020 has been cancelled due to the coronavirus in London.
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A sign outside one of the main gates to Wimbledon Wednesday as it is announced the the 
Wimbledon tennis Championships for 2020 has been cancelled due to the coronavirus.
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LA GRANDE — Try-
outs for the 2020-21 Eastern 
Oregon University cheer 
and dance team will still be 
held, but on a digital plat-
form, as the athletic depart-
ment announced Monday 
it will be holding virtual 
tryouts.

An application is avail-
able on the EOU athletics 
website, eousports.com. 
Those interested need to 
fi ll out the application to 
receive a packet with details 
to prepare for the tryout. 
Tryout videos of the listed 
techniques need to be sub-
mitted by 5 p.m. May 1. 
Dancing, jumping, tum-
bling, stunting and cheering 
all will be tested.

For questions, contract 
cheer and dance coach 
Kathleen Brown at 541-962-
3142 or kbrown@eou.edu.

Cheer 
and dance 
tryouts to 
be held 
virtually

Tax Problems: RESOLVED

✔Tax Levies & Liens Release

✔Wage Garnishment Release

✔Stop Penalties and Interest

✔Tax Debt Negotiation &   
 Settlement

✔Resolve Back Taxes

✔Payroll Tax Negotiation

✔Tax Preparation &   
 Bookkeeping Services

Anthem offers a money-back guarantee designed to help you avoid wasting money on ineffective tax services. 
We will gather as much information from you as necessary and work with tax authorities to give you the best 
chance of reducing your tax debt. If for any reason that does not work out, and the government notifies us they 
refuse to reduce your overall tax liability or monthly payments by any amount, we will gladly refund you the fees 
you paid for our services in trying to reduce that debt. Money Back Guarantee does not apply to Bookkeeping 
and Tax Preparation Services.

There are many ways we can tackle 
IRS or State tax relief together:

Call us now for your FREE tax consultation & evaluation:

844-945-2056
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Alliance Self Storage
2105 E L Ave., La Grande • allianceselfstorage123@gmail.com

541-786-8984

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108
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Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!
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northwestfurnitureandmattress.com

215 Elm Street La Grande (541) 963-5440215 Elm Street La Grande (541) 963-5440

ONTARIO 
541-889-4214
1460 N. Verde Dr.
Toll Free 1-866-887-8335

BOISE 
208-336-7505
6619 S. Supply Way
Toll Free 1-888-717-8335

TREASURE
VALLEY 
STEEL, INC.

WWW.TREASUREVALLEYSTEEL.COM

40 Year Full Paint Warranty • WeatherX Paint System

Manufacturing Zee & Cee Purlins 
In-HouseCustom Cut Exact Lengths

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

• 24 Colors
• Custom Trim
• 2 1/2” Corrugated
• Delivery Available
• Full Soffitt Line
• 3 ft. Gulf Coast Panel
• 3 ft. PBR Panel
• 3 ft. Mesa Panel
• 3 ft. Tuff Rib Panel
• Standing Seam
• 2 ft. Delta Rib
• 3 ft. Pro Panel


