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Inc., La Grande, are sus-
pending disconnects and 
waiving late fees during 
this crisis. Charter and 
EONI are offering free 
wifi  at their offi ces. “With 
everything else breaking, 
we don’t need the internet 
to be another thing that 
isn’t working,” said Jeff 
Crews, vice president of 
EONI.

The companies are fol-
lowing the Federal Com-

munications Commission’s 
pledge to keep America 
connected. 

The pledge to now ter-
minate service to any res-
idential or small busi-
ness customers because 
of their inability to pay 
their bills due to corona-
virus disruptions, waive 
late fees because of their 
economic circumstances 
related to the pandemic 
and open Wi-Fi hotspots 
to any American who 
needs them is valid for 60 
days from Friday at this 
time.

Finances
Old West Federal Credit 

Union, which serves 
Grant, Baker, Union, Wal-
lowa, Umatilla, Morrow, 
Wheeler and Harney coun-
ties, is one of many banks 
offering emergency loan 
assistance and adjust-
ments on loans. As a mem-
ber-owned cooperative, 
Old West FCU can offer 
skip days on loan pay-
ments and address issues 
on a case-by-case basis.

Old West CEO Ken 
Olson and Moran said with 
the advancements in tech-

nology in banking the sit-
uation is different than the 
fi nancial crisis of 2008, 
even if there are similarities 
in the stock market trends. 
With online banking almost 
universally used, and ways 
to get money without per-
son-to-person interaction, 
Olson said there isn’t a 
need to pull money out of 
accounts out of fear of not 
having access. Community 
Bank will close access to 
lobbies effective Monday, 
March 23, but Moran said 
there is plenty of options for 
accessing money.
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and often not complete.
“It is having diffi culty 

keeping up,” Rennie said.
He said wholesalers are 

telling him the demand for 
products is up more than 
100% and wholesalers are 
having a hard time keeping 
up with demand for logis-
tical reasons, which include 
not only a lack of truck 
drivers but also a shortage 
of trucks. And wholesalers 
are having a hard time get-
ting enough of certain 
product to ship, including 
toilet paper, rubbing alcohol 
and sanitizers, Rennie said.

Derrick Erickson, 
Market Place’s produce 
manager, said there has not 
been panic buying at his 
store but customers have 
been stocking up.

“There have been more 
fi lled baskets,” Erickson 
said. 

Some have been 
panic buying

At Short Stop Xtreme 
— which features a small 
grocery store, a Skippers 
restaurant and frozen yogurt 
shop, and a fuel station 
— co-owner Fred Bell Jr. 
does not foresee any short-
ages. He said deliveries of 
produce and products con-
tinue to be on time, but he 
is ready for any hiccups. 
Bell explained he has three 
to four months of inventory 
built up.

“We saw this coming,” 
said Bell, who owns Short 
Stop Xtreme with his wife, 
Tara.

He said he has seen some 
panic buying, including an 
increase in the purchase 
of tobacco products and 
gasoline. But Bell said he 
believes there is no reason 
to worry about a gas avail-
ability problem.

“There will not be a 
shortage of gasoline. There 
is too much of a supply,” he 
said.

The Short Stop’s yogurt 
shop and Skippers restaurant 
was hit for a loop Monday 
when Gov. Kate Brown 
announced that all dine-in 
restaurants must close. The 
Short Stop will be able 
to continue operating the 
drive-through Skipper’s por-
tion of its restaurant. Still he 
anticipates that his business 

will be hurt.
“That (the dine-in portion 

of his restaurant) was 80% 
of our business (at Skip-
pers),” he said.

To help offset this, Bell 
hopes to start a Skippers 
delivery service next week 
once he gets a mobile credit 
machine set up.

“A lot of people do not 
feel comfortable going out 
(because of COVID-19),” 
Bell said.

Adjusting for 
social distancing

At Grocery Outlet, 
Randy and Michelle Willson 
said business has been so 
brisk the staff is having to 
work extra hours. To make 
customers feel more com-
fortable in the wake of more 
crowded conditions created 
by the extra business, the 
Willsons on Monday began 
opening at 6 a.m., three 
hours earlier than usual. 
This gives people a time to 
shop when there are fewer 
people present and makes it 
easier for them to maintain 
the recommended “social 
distance” of 6 feet from 
other people to best pro-
tect them from spreading 
COVID-19.

This is among many 
steps Grocery Outlet and 
stores throughout the area 
are taking to protect shop-
pers. At Market Place Fresh 
Foods, Rennie said samples 
of cut fruits and vegetables 
are no longer readily avail-
able for customers to try. 
Samples, though, are being 
provided upon request.

In addition, employees at 
Market Place and elsewhere 
are wearing plastic gloves, 
including anyone who han-
dles money.

“We are taking steps to 
make as safe an environ-
ment for people as we pos-
sibly can,” he said.

The Market Place closed 
its rooftop dining area, its 
dining room and its bar . 
The store is doing its best to 
offer a family dining expe-
rience, continuing with its 
new program, Fresh Takes, 
which are boxed meals for 
four that customers cook at 
home.

Colkitt said at Union 
Market he has encoun-
tered people trying to hoard 
items. For example, recently 
a man asked for 100 pounds 
of hamburger, but Colkitt 
limited him to 10. 
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Alliance Self Storage 
2105 E L Ave., La Grande • allianceselfstorage123@gmail.com

541-786-8984

www.VisitUnionCounty.org
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Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families find senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you!

(888) 651-5669
 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CAREINDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

1-866-373-9175CALL TODAY - 
For $100 Gift Card

190 Channels

Add High Speed Internet

Offer ends 7/15/20.

America’s Top 120 

/mo.
Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. Internet not provided 

by DISH and will be billed separately.

BETTER

TV FOR LESS! Terms and conditions apply. Call for details.

Promo Code: DISH100

for 12 months

Savings with 2 year price guarantee with AT120 starting at $59.99 compared to everyday price. All offers require credit qualification, 2 year commitment with early 
termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/ Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on 
credit qualification. Fees apply for additionalTV’s: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo.

Se Habla Español  Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST

FAMILY 

  OWNED

northwestfurnitureandmattress.com

215 Elm Street La Grande (541) 963-5440215 Elm Street La Grande (541) 963-5440

Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences will vary depending on severity of 
loss, accuracy of evaluation by our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust amplification. Pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement, the aids must be returned within 30 days of completion of fitting, in 
satisfactory condition for a full refund.

Mention Code # 
20MarAlzheimer

LA GRANDE

111 Elm Street
La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109

BAKER CITY

2021 Washington Ave. 
Baker City, OR 97814

541-239-3782

ENTERPRISE

113-1/2 Front E. Main St.
Enterprise, OR 97828

541-239-3877

OFFER ENDS March 25th
Don't Wait! Call and make your appointment now!


