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Promotional pricing requires a new smartphone service plan, new line, port-in, credit approval, qualifying trade-in, qualifying smartphone purchase and Device Protection+, 
and comes via monthly bill credit on a 30-month RIC. Taxes, fees and additional restrictions apply. 5G not available in all areas. 5G available in parts of IA and WI in 
2020. See associate for details.
 
Things we want you to know: New consumer or small business (25 lines or less) smartphone plan, new line, port-in, eligible device trade-in and Device Protection+ required. Tax due at sale. A Regulatory Cost 
Recovery Fee applies; this is not a tax or government required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Credit approval and Auto Pay/
Paperless Billing required. Devices eligible for trade-in are Apple iPhone 8 or newer and Samsung Galaxy S9 or newer. Trade-in device must power on and cannot be pin locked. Trade-in device must be in fully 
functional working condition without any liquid damage or broken components, including, but not limited to, a cracked display or housing. Device Protection+ starts at $9.99/month per smartphone. A service fee/
deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel anytime. Property insurance is underwritten by American Bankers Insurance Company of Florida and provided under a Master Policy issued to U.S. Cellular. 
You will be the certificate holder on U.S. Cellular’s Master Policy for loss/theft benefits. Service Contract Obligor is Federal Warranty Service Corporation in all states except CA (Sureway, Inc.) and OK (Assurant 
Service Protection, Inc.). Limitations and exclusions apply. Offer Details: Purchase a qualifying device via 0% APR, $0 down, 30-month Retail Installment Contract (RIC) and receive a $1,000 bill credit. Qualifying 
Devices: Samsung Galaxy S20 5G, S20+ 5G, S20 Ultra 5G. $1,000 credit will be divided into 30 monthly credits and come via a monthly bill credit on a 30-month RIC. Bill credit applied within three bill cycles 
and ends when balance is paid. Line must remain in good standing with required price plan for entire 30-month RIC. Customer may lose bill credit if price plan is changed. In the event of cancellation of service, 
customer will be responsible for the entire RIC balance. Kansas Customers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. 
Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. While supplies 
last. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. 5G not available in all 
areas. 5G available in parts of IA and WI in 2020. U.S. Cellular does not guarantee coverage. Coverage may vary and be interrupted or limited due to weather, terrain, customer equipment or network limitations. 
See uscellular.com/coverage-map for details. ©2020 U.S. Cellular
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Baker County

By Samantha O’Conner
EO Media Group

BAKER CITY — Tom Van 
Diepen and his passenger, Jason 
Dexter, took off from the Baker City 
Airport in Van Diepen’s Cessna 170 
single-engine plane Thursday after-
noon intending on a short flight, 
just to warm the engine’s oil prior 
to changing the fluid.

The friends’ leisurely jaunt on a 
sunny day turned bumpy toward 
the end. Literally.

As they flew over the hills west 
of Baker City, Van Diepen, 71, no-
ticed that the Cessna’s engine was 
vibrating the entire aircraft.

Van Diepen, who has been a pilot 
since 1975, said his initial reaction 
was: “This is not a good sign.”

Dexter’s response was similar: “I 
said, Well, that ain’t good.’ “

Van Diepen didn’t think he could 
make it back to the airport, which 
was several miles to the north, and 
he didn’t want to risk trying to land 
on Highway 7.

There’s a private airstrip in the 
area west of Stices Gulch, several 
miles to the south. But Van Diepen 
didn’t know how much snow there 
might be on that landing strip so 
he settled on a field beside High-
way 7 in Bowen Valley, a few miles 
south of Baker City.

“I just did a precautionary land-
ing on the Jensens’ hay field,” Van 
Diepen said.

He was able to land about 5 to 10 
minutes after noticing the engine 
vibration. Although the landing 
was uneventful and neither Van 
Diepen nor Dexter was hurt, the 
day’s challenges weren’t over.

While Van Diepen was taxiing 
the plane toward a road, he rolled 
into an irrigation ditch.

“We landed clear on the other 
side and I was just taxiing over 
to Juniper Lane to be closer to a 
house with a phone so I didn’t have 
to walk so far,” he said. “If I had just 
stopped right there, we would have 
been in a lot better shape.”

The plane sustained damage 
that will take a number of months 
to repair at Baker Aircraft, Van 
Diepen said.

The incident wasn’t his first 
unplanned landing during his 45 
years as a pilot.

“I blew an engine once and then I 
had the same thing that happened 
now. It was running rough, so I 
landed in Burns  but I just landed 
on the airport,” he said.

No one injured when plane makes emergency crash landing
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 Tom Van Diepen, fourth from left, works with Clint Morrison, right, 

Bowen Valley Rural Fire District volunteer, and a backhoe operator, 

Chase Giesbrecht, to raise a downed plane out of a field ditch in 

Bowen Valley Thursday. Three others shown, from left, are Sarah 

Rea, Dusty Brown and Jason Dexter. Dexter was alongside pilot 

Tom Van Diepen as a passenger during the ordeal.

Public Health 

By Alex Castle
EO Media Group

PENDLETON — As Uma-
tilla County and the state of 
Oregon respond to confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus, the 
Oregon School Activities As-
sociation is moving forward 
as planned with the Class 2A 
State High School Basketball 
Championships, slated to 
take place at the Pendleton 
Convention Center March 5-7.

“At this point, we haven’t 
had conversations about 
modifying or cancelling the 
event,” said OSAA Execu-
tive Director Peter Weber. “If 
things change and we need 
to make accommodations, 
we’ll be in contact with state 
health authorities and our 
schools and do so.”

The Oregon Health Au-
thority confirmed Monday 
morning that an adult Or-
egon resident from Umatilla 
County was the state’s third 
presumptive positive case of 
COVID-19, which had been 
confirmed in more than 40 
people across 12 total U.S. 
states and killed six people 
in the state of Washington as 
of Monday afternoon.

At this time, the state 
health authority isn’t recom-
mending the cancellation of 
the tournament, or any other 
public events in the area.

“While cancelling events or 
closing schools are tools that 
can help us control this, these 
aren’t tools that OHA or local 
public health partners are us-
ing widely at this time,” said 
Dean Sidelinger, an Oregon 
state health officer. “We are 
really assessing situation by 
situation, what is the risk in 
the particular setting and 
making those recommenda-
tions based on those risks.”

This year’s tournament 
will feature eight girls and 
eight boys teams represent-
ing 14 schools that will be 
traveling from the state’s 
southern coasts and the 
Portland area out east, while 
Union High School’s girls 
team is the region’s sole rep-
resentative and enters as the 
tournament’s No. 2 seed.

For now, Union Superin-
tendent Carter Wells said 

the school is monitoring the 
situation in Umatilla County 
as it develops.

“We’re going to know 
much more come Wednes-
day of what is going on over 
there. Right now, it’s a little 
too early about how much 
that’s going to be impacted 
other than we’re going to 
have preventative measures 
in place for our kids going 
over the hill,” he said. “We’re 
going to make sure they are 
sanitizing hands, or maybe 
sanitizing the basketball 
after a shootaround.”

Weber said the OSAA is 
also monitoring the situation 
and communicating with 
the state health authority on 
what precautions to take for 
this week’s 2A tournament, 
along with the other five 
classifications that will come 
together at various sites 
around the state to compete 
over the next few weeks.

Many of those precautions 
include trying to deter those 
who may be contagious from 
attending, stocking up on 
sanitation supplies and con-
ducting full venue cleanings 
before and during the events.

While school officials have 
reached out to the OSAA 
looking for more details 
and information on how its 
responding to the risks posed 
by the coronavirus and what 
precautions they should take, 
Weber said nobody has yet 
to express that they won’t 
attend due to the concerns.

“Everybody is sort of in 
the same boat right now,” he 
said. “I think everyone has a 
heightened concern, as do we.”

Weber said weather has 
forced the OSAA to make 
accommodations and adjust-
ments at its championship 
events in the past, but the 
spread of the H1N1 virus in 
2009 was the only time he 
could remember dealing with 
a virus that was posing risks 
to its events.

Though the classifications 
have changed and evolved 
over the years, small schools 
in Oregon have been com-
peting for state basketball 
championships in Pendleton 
without fail since 1964.
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A Two Rivers Correctional Institution inmate Monday 

helps to install the basketball floor at the Pendleton Con-

vention Center in preparation for the state 2A basketball 

tournament later this week.

OSAA: 2A tourney to 
go on as planned


