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COUGARS
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That system allowed
biologist Robert Wielgus to
conduct several studies of
human-cougar conflicts and
cougar behavior in zones
with little-to-no hunting and
zones with a lot of hunt-
ing. At the time, he was
the director of the Large
Carnivore Conservation
Lab at Washington State
University.

“We thought we'd find that
areas with the most hunting
would have the lowest num-
ber of cougars, and lower
numbers of cougar-related
problems,” Wielgus says.

But that was not the
case. In high-hunting areas,
there were more attacks
on livestock and people
than in similar low-hunting
areas. Wielgus found that
when a male adult cougar
was killed, three or four
younger males would enter
the territory and compete
with each other. These ag-
gressive, young males were
much more likely to attack
humans or livestock.

Wielgus also found that
cougar hunting had un-
expected consequences
for game animals, some of
which are endangered.

Male cougars’ territories
overlap with the females. If
a male cougar encounters a
female with cubs that aren’t
his own, he'll often kill that
female.

He explained that if a
male was killed, and “several
young males move into her
territory, she'll move to a
place where cougars aren't.
Usually, that’s higher eleva-
tion,” said Wielgus.

That’s a problem, because
when those cougars move,
they also change their diets.
There are no white-tail deer
at high elevation. Instead,
the females were hunting
endangered (now extinct in
the U.S.) mountain caribou
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Cougars are relatively common in the Blue Mountains region of Oregon.

CORONAVIRUS
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But other officials told Congress that they lack ba-
sic supplies such as respiratory masks and function-
ing testing kits. Only about a dozen state and local
laboratories can run tests outside the CDC in Atlanta
because the kits it sent out nationwide this month
included a faulty component.

While Trump tried to ease concerns over corona-
virus, he fanned public panic over Ebola in 2014,
claiming at the time that the Obama administration
lied about the danger. He repeatedly urged officials to
bar U.S. health workers and others who had con-
tracted the virus overseas from returning home for
treatment.

Democrats warned that the administration’s
response is insufficient — citing prior administration
cuts to the CDC — and that its request to Congress
for $2.5 billion in special funding doesn’t address the
scope of the problem.

Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif,, said Trump has
“not done nearly enough” and said California com-
munities are responding to the virus “despite poor
coordination and vague guidance from the federal
government,”

“More than any other state, California has been on
the front lines of the COVID-19 response,” she wrote
in a letter to Trump on Wednesday. “Your adminis-
tration has yet to reimburse state and local entities
for costs incurred as part of the federal response to
COVID-19 — or even provided written assurances of
any plan to do so.”

Republicans suggested that Democrats were too
eager to criticize the administration. No sooner did
the White House release the funding request “than
some politicians were on the air criticizing you for not
asking for enough,” said Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore.

House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif.,
said he expects the funding to land at about $4 bil-
lion. He called a request for $8 billion from Senate
Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer, D-N.Y., a politi-
cal ploy. Trump said Wednesday that he would take
whatever Congress gives him.

Michael Brown, who lost his job as emergency
management director and saw his reputation sav-

There are only a few aged during Hurricane Katrina, said the lack of clear

studies that really look ODFW tracks cougar hunter success direction compounds pressure — already immense —

] . R for those trying to respond to urgent national threats

into this. And they're all Based on mandatory hunter reporting, hunters in Oregon and crises.

regional,” killed 350 cougars in the state during 2018, according to Brown, now a conservative radio host in Denver,

_ Biologist Robert Wielgus the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. The biggest said his biggest regret after Katrina was reciting the
tally among the state’s six cougar-hunting zones was 110 Bush administration’s upbeat talking points rather
cougars killed in the Blue Mountains zone, which includes than explaining the logistical obstacles he faced after

and bighorn sheep. Baker, Union and Wallowa counties. the hurricane devastated Louisiana and other Gulf
Another study in Brit- Coast states, killing an estimated 1,800 people.

ish Columbia looked at the “I think the American public would rather hear

effects of sport huntingon ~ humans and livestock. they’re all regional. But now, that than a bunch of B.S. talking points,” he said.

cougar-human interactions. “There are only a few we have Laundré’s paper — Brown said CDC officials were right to offer unvar-

They also found that sport ~ studies that really look into  and each time, the results nished warnings, even if it meant resisting or defying

hunting increased attacks on this,” says Wielgus. “And are the same.” White House pressure.
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You too can use this
ATTENTION GETTER!
Ask how you can get your
ad to stand out like this!

CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION
We make every effort to avoid
errors, however mistakes do
slip through.
PLEASE check your ad(s)
the first day of publication and
call us immediately
if you find an error.
Northeast Oregon Classifieds
will cheerfully make your
correction & extend your ad 1 day
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is 11:00 A.M.
ONE BUSINESS DAY
BEFORE PUBLICATION

Publication Days:
Tuesdays
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GET QUICK CASH
WITHTHE

CLASSIFIEDS!

Sell your unwanted car, prop-
erty and household items
more quickly and affordably
with the classifieds. Just call
us today to place your ad and
get ready to start counting
your cash. The Observer 541-
963-3161. The Baker City Herald
541-523-3673
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AT THE FOLLOWING
BAKER CITY LOCATIONS

« Baker City Herald

« Dollar Tree

« Black’s Distributing
Ryder Bros

VFW

Baker Elk’s Lodge
Main Event

Lefty’s Tap House
Little Bagel Shop
Baker City Fire Dept.
Baker City Elks Club
Idle Hour

Salvation Army

114 Self-Help
Group Meetings

AA HOTLINE
Questions: Call 541-624-5117
www.oregonaadistrict29.org

AL-ANON, Cove. Keep coming
back. Mondays, 7-8pm. Calvary
Baptist Church. 707 Main, Cove.

AA MEETINGS
Wednesday Nights, 7-8:15pm.
Fort Union Grange Hall, corner
of Mc Alister & Gekeler Lanes.
For more info, call 541-786-1222

AL-ANON Attitude of Gratitude.
Wednesdays, 12:15-1:30pm.
Faith Lutheran Church. 12th &
Gekeler, La Grande. 541-786-
2051

OVEREATERS
ANONYMOUS
Change Eating Habits
Friday 8:45 A.M.
Call 541-523-5128

NARCOTICS
ANONYMOUS:
Monday, Thursday, & Friday
at 8pm. Episcopal Church
2177 First St.,

Baker City.

114 Self-Help
Group Meetings

Classified are worth looking into
when you're looking for a place
to live ... whether it's a home, an
apartment or a mobile home.

DO YOU HAVE............
HURTS, HABITS
and/or HANG UPS?
12 Step Biblical Support
Harvest Church
3720 Birch St. Baker City
Thurs., 6:30 - 8:30 PM

LA GRANDE NOW HAS A
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS
MEETING!

Every Friday Night @5pm, 2107
Gekeler Ln, LG, Church of Christ
basement. For more info please

call 971-219-8411

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS
Tues., Noon - 1 PM
Baker County Library
(Archive Room)

2400 Resort St
541-540-5326

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
Calvary Baptist Church
2130 4th Street
Baker City, OR
EVERY THURSDAY
Dinner at 5:30pm
Class starts at 6:15pm

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT
GROUP, open to those with
Parkinson’s/Caregiver’s. Con-
tact Judith Sather at 208-855-
9199. Group will resume the
Third Monday in April 2020
at 4:30pm at GRH

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP
(support for family & friends of
Alcoholics)

Tuesday evenings
Joseph Methodist Church
(basement on northside)
Joseph, OR
6-7pm. Contact 541-398-1398

ALZHEIMERS-DEMENTIA
Support Group meeting
2nd Friday of every mo.
11:30 am to 1:00 pm.
1250 Hughes Lane Baker City
Church of the Nazarene
(In the Fellowship Hall)
541-523-9845
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Aﬁc'erN GRAND OPENING SPRING FARM &

av:ﬂ

Fax:

HeEAvY EQUIPMENT AUCTION

Begins to Close Monday March 16, 2020 @ 6pm MST Online
Official Preview Days: March 13th & March 16th ~ 9am to 5pm
Special SATURDAY Preview Day: March 14th 9am to 1pm *Only*

20217 HWY 95, Wilder, ID 83676 GOING ON NOW!

Partial Listing: *McCormick MC135 Power 6 MFWD Tractor *JD 4440 *'78 JD 2840 *Ford 601 Work
Master *Allis Chalmers CA Tractor *'79 Ford 700 Feed Truck *NH 1112 Swather *Intl 1150 Grinde:
Mixer *Monosem 20 Row Onion Planter *Pickett One Step 6 Row Bean Harvester *6 Row Bear
Planter *Logan 4 Row Potato Planters & 2 Row Cross Over *IH 510 Grain Drill *JD 71 Flex Plante:
*11 International Work Star Tractor Truck *'09 Intl Work Start Basket Truck *'00 Peterbilt 385 Truck
Tractor *"92 Intl Roll Back Truck *98 Bluebird Passenger Bus *89 International 4700 Trac Truck *'8’
Chevy Knuckle Boom Truck *85 F700 Ford Dump Truck *79 Ford 700 Feed Truck *11 Bobcat T 65(
Skid Steer *'76 Lift Tall Rough Terrain Forklift *CAT D4 Crawler Dozer *'13 Chevy Silverado 150(
LS *11 Dodge Ram 2500 HD Crew Cab Pickup *01 Dodge Ram 2500 Pickup *'97 Dodge 3500 Dually
Pickup *14 Honda CRF125F Motorcycle *07 Polaris Ranger *Unused Skid Steer Attachments -
Dozer Blades — Grapple Buckets — Grapples — Snow Buckets & Pushers *Unused Rotary Tillers -
Wood Chippers *16 Trails West 3 Horse Slant Load Trailer *'11 Road King FB GN Trailer *'09 anc
‘06 Mirage Cargo Trailers *'04 Step Deck Semi Trailer 04 Cougar Keystone Travel Trailer *03 Elite
4 Horse LQ Aluminum Trailer *01 Trao Utility FB 47’ Trailer *’99 Charmac Aluminum GN Stock
Trailer 98 Dynaweld RGN Lowboy Trailer *'86 Wisconsin Tilt Deck FB Trailer *Unused Fabric
Storage Buildings — Shop Equipment —Workbenches — Iron Gates — Metal Fencing *Dimensiona
Lumber — Log Cabin Siding — Tongue & Groove Lumber *More Vehicles *Utility & Stock Trailers
*Small Tractors *Many Farm Implements & Primitive Implements *Irrigation Equipment & Supplies
*Saddles & Horse Tack *Livestock Supplies *Hunting & Sporting Goods *Lawn & Garden Supplies
*Riding Lawn Mowers *Many Nice Shop Toolboxes & Power Tools & Shop Equipment *Many
unused items — Something For Everyone! ~ KEEP WATCHING OUR WEBSITE

For Pictures, Videos, Information, a complete list & TO BID visit:

www.pickettauctions.com
\_ Pickett Auction Service 208-455-1419




