2A —THE OBSERVER

LOCAL

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2020

Washington dams proposed for
removal to save salmon population

A trio of federal agencies is due to publish a report that should outline
whether four key dams can coexist with a dwindling Northwest salmon

population.
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for a solution that revives salmon popula-
tions, the draft plan is built on the same
failed approach the courts have rejected
time and again,” said Todd True, an attor-
ney for Earthjustice who has represented
environmentalists and fishing groups in
ongoing litigation over the dams.

50 million to 60 million tons of cargo
navigate the Snake and Columbia river
system each year.

Yet, the towering dams have proven
disastrous for salmon that struggle to
navigate past them on human-made fish
ladders as they swim upstream to spawn
and die after spending most of their lives
in the Pacific Ocean. Salmon are unique
in that they hatch in freshwater streams,

ter for Biological Diversity.

“The science shows that pulling out
the four lower Snake River dams is
the only way to save Columbia river
salmon,” she said.

Townsend and other scientists also
warn that Southern Resident orcas are
starving to death because of a dearth
of the Chinook salmon that are their
primary food source.
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the John Maxwell Company, which
provides leadership training.

“She had a lot of determination,”
said Aldrich, who serves on the
Weston City Council. “She had a
real heart for other people. She was
a good mediator. She was good at
taking two heated-up parties and
calming them down.”

“She was fiercely possessive
about Weston,” McIntyre said. “She
was our rock.”

Umatilla County Commissioner
and former Athena Mayor John
Shafer remembered Spurgeon as
intelligent and energetic. As friends
and leaders of nearby towns, their
paths often converged.

“We were mayors together and
bounced ideas off each other;” Shafer
said. “She was my campaign man-

ager when I ran for commissioner.”

He said Spurgeon was passion-
ate and driven, but her fun-loving
side emerged often.

“She had a quirky sense of hu-
mor;” he said, laughing. “She was a
‘Weird Al Yankovic fan.”

Spurgeon grew up in Elgin, and
her father, Steve McClure, served
as a Union County commissioner.
Evelyn Spikes of Elgin recalled
Spurgeon as one of her English stu-
dents in her sophomore and senior
years at Elgin High School.

“T had so many outstanding stu-
dents, but Jennifer was extremely
smart, an athlete, and obviously
she was taller than everybody else,”
Spikes said.

Spurgeon stood out at 6-foot-4
inches tall, played volleyball and
basketball in high school and
graduated in 1990. She went on to
Whitman College, where she stud-

ied history and played basketball,
making 52.7% of her field goal
attempts and holding records for
most rebounds (902) and blocked
shots (95) in a season. She was
inducted into Whitman’s Hall of
Fame in 2008.

In a YouTube video from last
June, Spurgeon said she and Dave
have a huge collection of movies on
DVD “since internet services are
kind of weak.” Sporting a “Dead-
pool” T-shirt, she talked to friend
Eric Reid remotely from her bed,
telling Reid that she and her hus-
band often quote lines from movies
“to see who gets the most obscure
movie references.”

During that interview, she also
talked frankly about the brutal
realities of cancer.

“The chemo is killing cancer cells
just a little faster than it’s killing
you. It is a race to see which comes

first,” she said. “You've got to stay
positive about it. If you can’t keep a
sense of humor in this, then pretty
much all is lost.”

Connie Carter said she and
Spurgeon grew up together and
knew each other in high school.
They went their separate ways
after graduation but eventually
reconnected when they both moved
to Union.

“Then I moved to Elgin and she
and her husband lived in Weston,”
Carter said. “That wasn’t too far
apart, so we continued our friend-
ship. We spent time together, and
we laughed. She was incredibly
witty and intelligent. She loved
sarcasm, yet she had a heart of
gold and was very insightful to
struggles of life. She was just a
wonderful friend.”

Connie and her husband, Glen
Carter, organized a pie auction
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The district representa-
tives also talked with Baker
High School officials about
the option of broadcasting
Bulldogs sporting events.

“The big reason we're try-
ing to go forward in making
a channel, one that you can
watch over the air, stream

benefit for Jennifer on Nov. 23, 2019,
in Elgin, to help offset the costs of
her cancer treatments. The event
raised more than $6,500. With other
contributions, the entire fundraising
effort totaled almost $11,000.

“Jennifer had such a large and di-
verse following of friends,” she said.

Last January, shortly after
having surgery, Spurgeon joined
several other representatives of the
Oregon School Board Association
in traveling to Washington, D.C., to
meet with Oregon legislators. Scott
Ludwig of La Grande, Spurgeon’s
uncle, marveled how she made the
trip so soon after her operation.

“Tt was not more than 10 days
later and she flew back to Wash-
ington, D.C., to lobby for the rural
school districts,” Ludwig said. “T
asked her, ' Why on earth would
you do something like that? She re-
plied, T just wanted to feel normal.”
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online, and watch on cable reform the way we make
is to get a different source money,” he said.
of revenue going for the dis- The request for proposals
trict,” McHaddad said. “Over seeks a firm that has experi-
the last 40 years we had the ence in ad sales. While using
same system of collecting alocal firm is preferred, the
revenue and a lot of people district also will consider
really don't like it.” proposals from Boise, Walla
The district broadcasts Walla or the Tri-Cities.
more than 20 HD channels “We want somebody who's
and has federal authority to able to get sponsors for this
charge residents for viewing channel from this area so
the TV signals it broadcasts. that local businesses are o
The district has sent letters sponsoring local television,” |
to area property owners McHaddad said. FFJAMII'Y
seeking the $100 annual fee The district also is inter- vl | f
if they receive the district’s ested in proposals from local ow“ED -
signals via a TV antenna. residents about producing '
Those who return the letter shows that could be shown
and report they don’t use the on the new channel.
signals don’t have to pay the Submitted photo “Our goal here is to use
annual fee. This transmitter on Mount Fanny near Cove is part of television to reinvest in the i %
But property owners who  the Blue MountainTranslator District's network. The community,” McHaddad 2 - I *
do not view the district’s TV district has plans to start a local channel. said. “Part of our model is _amii 1“
signals can get an exemp- that we don’t want anything i’1l|nn
tion. The district Thursday more information, contact station. that’s created here just to be
announced for certain the district at 541-963-0196 “They’ll be able to sponsor  broadcast here. We're going “ "
properties, failure toreturn ~ or bmtd.org@gmail.com. the online streaming. The to be building syndication
an exemption by May 31 McHaddad said the goal of that is to generate partnerships with other TV
could mean the fee ends up district will seek sponsors enough revenue to support stations around the region
on property tax bills. For for the new low-power local our operations so we can and the country”
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