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and Eric Richardson, Eugene-Springfield
NAACP president. Following speeches, the
demonstrators marched around the Capitol
chanting and waving signs baring messages
supporting the climate legislation. The event,
organized by the environmental group Re-
new Oregon, was a counterpart to a protest
in Salem last week organized by Timber
Unity.

Activists made the trek to Salem from
all parts of the state Tuesday, including
Dean Myerson who was part of a carload of
demonstrators who drove three hours from
The Dalles. Myerson said he believes Oregon
needs to lead the way on climate action.

“We can’t just wait for everybody else to
do something first, which seems to be one of
the arguments; ‘we can’t do this alone, which
is true, but somebody has to start,” Myerson
said. “In Wasco County we had a series of
really bad fires a couple years ago. A lot of
historic homes were destroyed, a farmer
died... There’s always been fires, but climate
change is making them worse.”

Maia Stout, a 15-year-old from coastal
Yachats, explained to the crowd what
climate action means to her. For the past
several months, Stout — like 17-year-old

Newport every day Friday to bring atten-
tion to the issue.

“T advocate for climate action because I un-
derstand that the mistakes we've made don’t
fix themselves,” Stout said. “I raised my voice
because I can’t vote for three more years and
time is running out.”

Coral Avery, 22, a student at Oregon State
University, is an enrolled member of the
Shawnee tribe of Oklahoma.

“Climate and natural resource use really
goes back to indigenous people,” Avery said.
“That’s the main reason why I'm here today, is
to represent, the best I can, represent my com-
munity and other indigenous communities who
have overall been left out of the conversation or
at least haven’t been centered in it before.”

Avery, who is involved in student govern-
ment at OSU, said that she has lobbied for
climate legislation for four years, since mov-
ing to Oregon. She said she was “most hope-
ful” for the bill that was proposed last year
but that it didn’t protect rural communities.

“And I've heard that, through reading it,
that it’s been revised in some ways to better
support them and look out for when things
change when polluters are held accountable
for their emissions,” Avery said.

Oregon Kindergarten Assessment 2019-2020

District ~ Early Math Approaches to Leaming Early Literacy Early Literacy Early Literacy
(out of 16) (rating 1-5) (uppercase) (lowercase) (sound recog)
State 11.0 3.6 14.3 11.6 77
LaGrande 121 3.6 15.7 124 9.9
Union 10.9 3.8 15.9 14.6 15.8
North Powder 13.1 3.8 20.2 175 14.9
Imbler 10.6 29 19.5 15.4 12.4
Cove 12.3 4.2 15.8 13.2 84
Elgin 1.8 34 15.2 1.8 9.8
Source: Oregon Department of Education
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kindergarten students at
the school are focused on
giving them an educational
foundation.

“Kindergarten is the
baseline,” Dunlap said.
“First through second grade
is where they really turn
things up.”

Dunlap and Westenskow
said the focus in kindergar-
ten is acclimating children
to a structured environment.
Oregon now has full-day
kindergarten classes, and
Westenskow said getting
through the seven-hour day
is sometimes the biggest
challenge. Mixing students
with different maturity and
knowledge levels also can
add hurdles.

Teacher aides and
maintaining small class
sizes that can break up into
even smaller groups, the
principals said, have helped
Greenwood achieve success
in teaching kindergartners.

“If we can get a kid to
make it through the day,
without falling asleep, who
can act (in) socially accept-
able (ways) and who has the
basics of reading, writing
and math, then that student
is on track,” Westenskow
said.

According to Dalton,
results can vary from school
to school or district to district
based upon a variety of
factors, including socio-
economic status, access to
quality early childhood pro-

students who speak English
as a second language.

“They might vary from
year to year because the as-
sessment measures different
cohorts of students,” Dalton
said of the changes in rates.
“In addition, students could
do better if more supports
are provided each year”

La Grande School District
has a kindergarten jump-
start program for students
who demonstrate a need for
additional help and atten-

can come into the school
during the summer before
classes begin to get used to
the new environment.

Dunlap noted having good
preschools in the area such
as Heidi Ho in La Grande
and Head Start can be ben-
eficial to setting up a child
for success. Westenskow said
he has seen evidence that
students are more successful
when they have a supportive
environment that encour-
ages learning.
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- i_The NEA Big Read 2020 Schedule of Events ?p

Wednesday, February 19, 7pm
KICKOFF: A Day of Remembrance with Chisao Hata
Enterprise Christian Church - Enterprise, Free Admission

Sunday, February 23 -2 pm
Japanese Tea Ceremony with Kiyomi Oliver
Josephy Center for Arts and Culture, Free Admission

Tuesday, February 25 - 6pm

Oregon's Japanese Americans - OPB Documentary
Screening and Discussion

Fishtrap, Free Admission

Saturday, February 29 - 9-10:30am
Haiku Poetry Workshop with Whitney Chandler
Fishtrap, Registration: Free - Limited to 12

Tuesday, March 3 - 12pm

How Do We Deal With Difference?

Brownbag with David Bruce

Josephy Center for Arts and Culture, Free Admission

Wednesday, March 4 - 10:30am
Book Discussion
The Blythe Cricket, Joseph, Free Admission

Friday, March 7, 2-4pm
Big Read Youth Day
Art Center East, La Grande, Free Admission

Tuesday, March 10 - 7pm
How Do We Deal With Difference? with David Bruce
Wallowa City Hall, Free Admission

Wednesday, March 11 - 10:30am
Book Discussion
Fishtrap, Free Admission

Sunday, March 15, 1-3pm
Tea in the Gallery: Japanese Teas
Art Center East Gallery, La Grande, Registration $20/$25

Thursday, March 19 - 7pm

FINALE: Portland Taiko

OKTheatre, Enterprise

Adults: $10 - Seniors: $5 - Students: Free Admission

Friday, March 20 - 6:30-8:30pm
Snow Dye Shibori & Sake
Art Center East Gallery, La Grande, Registration $20/$25

Friday, March 20 - 9am
Portland Taiko Drum Workshop
Location TBD

Registration: $15 limited to 12

February 22, 29, March 7, 14 - 4-6pm
Union County Book Discussions
JaxDog Cafe & Books, La Grande, Free Admission

For the full BIG READ
schedule of events visit
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