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Two more for EOU

Observer staff

WALLA WALLA — Whit-
ney Meier hit five 3-pointers
and finished with 15 points
to lead 12 players in scoring
Saturday as the Eastern
Oregon University women’s
basketball team breezed
past Walla Walla in a road
contest in Cascade Collegiate
Conference play, 96-55.

Meier was one of three
players in double figures
for the Mountaineers, with
Megan Still scoring 14 points
and Tywanna Abbott adding
12 points.

The Mountaineers never
trailed Saturday, and never
led by fewer than 10 points
after Meier’s first 3-pointer
of the game gave Eastern
a 21-9 lead late in the first
quarter. EOU went on to
lead by as many as 43 points
in yet another blowout win
over the Wolves.

EOU, which shot 55% for the
game, hit 13 treys and owned
a 52-21 rebounding advantage,
with Jill Albright grabbing 10
boards to lead the way:

Sunday’s contest against
Walla Walla was a much
tighter battle, but EOU
came away with a 67-58 win
behind 21 points from Taylor
Stricklin.

Stricklin drained five
3-pointers and added 10 re-
bounds for Eastern, which hit
12 more 3-pointers in the win.

Along with Stricklin’s
effort, Jane Nelson finished
with 12 points and Still
added 10 points, and the
three each shot 50% from the
3-point line (Stricklin 5-for-10,
Nelson 4-for-8, Still 2-for-4).

Eastern, which won its
10th in a row, trailed only
once early in the game, and
led by as much as 17 points
in the second half. With the
win, EOU moved into a tie
for first place in the CCC
with four games to play after
Northwest Christian lost
Saturday.

EOU (19-7 overall, 13-3
CCC), which is one win away
from its ninth straight 20-
win season, hosts Northwest
Friday.
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ASHLAND — The
Eastern Oregon University
men’s wrestling team took
down Southern Oregon for
the second time this season
on Saturday, shaking off an
early deficit for a 29-12 dual
victory over the Raiders.

SOU grabbed an early
9-0 lead, and was still up
12-4 through the 149-pound
match despite EOU’s Blake
McNall grabbing a 15-7 ma-
jor decision over Matt Peter-
son at 141. Layn Pannkuk’s
win at 149 gave SOU the
eight-point lead.

The rest of the night be-
longed to the Mountaineers.

Jesse Camacho (157)
earned a 9-4 decision over
Nick Peterson, and John

Bittinger (165) followed with
a 13-5 major decision over
Noah Talavera that pulled
EOU within 12-11. Keegan
Mulhill's win by a 16-0 tech-
nical fall over Tanner Sallee
at 174 put the Mountaineers
ahead, and Marco Retano
(184) made it a 22-12 lead for
Eastern with a win by fall
over Joshua Hammers. Ryan
Redford (197) sealed the win
for EOU with a 7-4 deci-
sion over Cylus Hoke, and
Noel Orozco (285) added an
exclamation point with a 10-1
major decision over Ismael
DeLa Torre to end the night.
EOU is off until Feb. 21-22
when it travels to Atherton,
California, for the Cascade
Collegiate Conference cham-
pionships.

Softball falls twice
in doubleheaders

Observer staff

MONMOUTH — The
Eastern Oregon University
softball team dropped its
season-opening doublehead-
er Saturday on the road,
losing to Western Oregon 9-0
and 5-1.

The Mountaineers man-
aged just one hit in the open-
er, a fourth-inning single by
Amanda Smith. The Wolves,
meanwhile, scored four times
in the first inning without
registering a hit — taking
advantage of six walks and
a hit batter by EOU starter
Ashton Kazmierski. WOU
later added home runs from
Tyler Creach and Sydney
Bowers in the third and
fourth innings, respectively.

Kazmierski gave up eight
runs on five hits in three in-
nings and walked seven.

In the second game Satur-
day, Eastern generated some
offense to score its first run
of 2020, but was unable to
rally from an early deficit.

EOU fell behind 3-0 after
three innings, but got on the
board in the fifth on a pinch-
hit RBI single by Alaina Car-
son — the first hit and RBI
of her EOU career — scored
Jordan Henley to make it
3-1.WOU, though, added two
runs in the sixth for the final
margin.

Smith took the loss in
the pitcher’s circle, allowing
three runs on seven hits in
three innings while walking
one and striking out two.

Eastern dropped a second
road doubleheader Sunday,
falling to Pacific 8-2 and 5-4
in Forest Grove.

EOU took a 2-1 fourth-

inning lead in the opener
when Carson scored on an
error and Smith touched
home later on a passed ball.

The lead was short lived.
The Boxers tied the score
in the bottom of the fourth
on Morgan Masters’ RBI
double, took the lead on an
error and added four more
runs to go ahead 7-2. Hailey
Miller’s two-run single
capped the inning.

EOU reliever Abby Giles
was tagged with all six runs
in the fourth on six hits to
take the loss.

EOU was three outs away
from getting its first win in
the nightcap, but the Boxers
scored three times in the sev-
enth to steal the victory.

Montana Vaught’s RBI
single and Katie Carlos’ RBI
double tied the score, and
Marcee Nakamura won the
game two batters later with
a walkoff RBI single.

EOU took a 1-0 lead in
the first on Smith’s RBI
single, then scored three
times in the second inning
to go ahead 4-1. Brittney
Bertrand’s bunt single
scored Payton Pocklington,
and Jordan Henley followed
with a two-run triple for the
three-run lead.

Bertrand finished the day
3-for-3 with two runs scored
and had half of EOU’s six
hits. Henley finished with a
pair of RBIs. Natalee Hall
was charged with the loss,
allowmg three runs in 2- 1/3
innings.

EOU (0-4 overall) heads
to Redding, California, for
the Simpson Triangular Feb.
15-17.

Eastern men top Walla Walla twice
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WALLA WALLA — Max Mc-
Cullough scored 27 points Saturday to
lead the way as the Eastern Oregon
University men’s basketball team held
off Walla Walla on the road in a Cascade
Collegiate Conference matchup, 86-80.

EOU led the entire second half and
went up by as much as 20 on Mc-
Cullough’s 4-point play with 7:37 to go,
but the Wolves found a way to get back
in the game, cutting the deficit to 10 with
5:22 left and getting as close as 80-77 on
Zayne Browning’s layup with 36 seconds

less than five minutes into the game on
Browning’s jumper. EOU clawed back
and eventually took the lead when Zane
Wright and Brock Johnson hit back-to-
back 3-pointers that put EOU ahead
26-25.The treys were part of a 10-0 run
that gave the Mountaineers the lead

for good, as Eastern went into the half
leading 39-29.

Jarek Schetzle added 17 points and
Wright had 10 for the Mountaineers,
who shot 52% from the 3-point line.

EOU had no issues with the Wolves
Sunday, routing Walla Walla 81-53 to

15 points and Brock Johnson added 11
points.

Unlike Saturday, when EOU had
to bounce back from an early 13-point
deficit, the Mountaineers never trailed
Sunday. Walla Walla got as close as
23-22 late in the first half, but Eastern
scored 14 straight points to go up 37-
22 on a trey by McCullough and went
into the break leading 37-25.

Eastern broke the game open with a
15-0 run early in the second half, with
Justin Jeske’s 3-point play putting the
Mountaineers ahead 54-28 with 13:18

to play. Eastern, though, hit six free complete a sweep of the weekend set. to play. Walla Walla got no closer than
throws in the final 26 seconds to escape. McCullough led Eastern for the 22 the rest of the way.
The Wolves scored the game’s first 11 second night in a row as he finished Eastern (13-12 overall, 7-9 CCC)
points and held as much as an 18-5lead  with 24 points. Jamal Heckard scored ~ hosts Northwest Friday.
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Velazquez by fall, Talkington ended with
a 5-1 decision over Grays Harbor's Emma
Justo for seventh.

Macy Higa (123) won her first match by
fall over Alexia Darst of Big Bend Commu-
nity College, then dropped two in a row.

Cassidy Freeman (116) went 1-2 with a
win by forfeit, and Krystal Fabricante (130)
was 0-2.

As a team, EOU scored 50 points. Camp-
bellsville won the WCWA title with 230 points.

EOU is back in action Feb. 29 for the
Cascade Collegiate Conference champion-
ships in Ashland.

Staff photo by Ronald Bond
Eastern Oregon University’s Erin Redford, top, was one of three Moun-
taineers to claim all-American status at the WCWA national tourney.
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| Hurry offer ends 2/18/20.

IGoodo nly from participating Miracle-Ear® representatives. One coupon per purchase. No other offers
or discounts apply Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-1, ME-2, ME-3, ME-: 4'
m Solutions. Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer

Mention Code: 20FebSink

€€ Once in a while | come across a product
| think is excellent, and my Miracle-Ear
hearing aids are one of those things. 99

HURRY! Offer ends 2/18/20.
Valid on model Audiotone® Pro CIC

Valid at participating Miracle-Ear locations only. Limit one coupon per ||
] purchase. May not be combined with other offers and does not apply
_ to prior sales. Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer Expires 2/18/20. I

Save on our full line of digital hearing solutions.
Don’t miss out on this amazing offer.

Is Timeless.

Miracle-Ear’

Miracle-Ear Quality
For $895. Why Wait?

Hearing is believing! Right now, for a very limited
time, you can get a fully digital, genuine Miracle-Ear®
hearing aid for less than $900. This is one of our
smallest, most discreet hearing solutions. Complete
with Miracle-Ear sound quality, custom fitting and a
comprehensive service and warranty program. Don’t
wait, this special offer ends EXPIRES 2/18/20.

Experience the
Brand America Trusts.

At Miracle-Ear, we've been helping people hear
better** for over 65 years. So when you visit any one
of our 1200 locations across America, you're sure to
receive the friendly, professional service and the
personalized hearing solutions we're famous for.

Getting Started.

At Miracle-Ear, we make our process comfortable and
convenient. We also offer you a variety of valuable
services-at no charge.

Services include:

FREE Ear Canal Inspectionst
A miniature camera “tours”
your ear canal. You may not
have a hearing loss, it may be
nothing more than earwax.

FREE Hearing Testt

A complete hearing test that
reveals where you need
hearing help. Recommended
annually.

Schedule Your Appointment for a free In-Store
Demonstration of our NEWEST Miracle-Ear®
Hearing Aids - Hear the difference for Yourself!

OUR LOWEST PRICE ON

OPEN FIT[ 2

TECHNOLOGY
TRY THE ME2175 OPEN

It's incredibly discreet.
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expires 2/18/20.

Save up to 30% off our full line of open fit technology.

Perfect for active lifestyles

PLUS RECEIVE THIS

LA GRANDE
111 Elm Street
La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109
BAKER CITY

2021 Washington Ave.

Baker City, OR 97814
541-239-3782

ENTERPRISE

* Noisy restaurants

o Plays, movies, recitals

* Conversation in the car

o Cards & board games

* Recreation around water
* Talking while exercising

* And that's just the start!

HEARING AID CHARGER
FREE WITH PURCHASE
o Stays charged all day long

¢ No more hearing aid batteries.
Offered on LIRIC

100% INVISIBLE

Don't be fooled by the small size.
The Miracle-Ear Mirage™ features
amazingly advanced and powerful

113-1 /2 Front E. Main St.
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micro-technology, all wrapped up

*Audiotone” Pro not i

Aids must be returned w

Enterprise, OR 97828
541-239-3877

included **Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experi

vithin 30 days after delivery for a 100!
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in our tiniest hearing aid ever!
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