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Boyfriend’s prison record
opens him up to judgment

DEAR ABBY: I have never been in love
before, and I have just learned the man
I'm seeing is a former felon. It was nothing
having to do with sexual violence or kill-
ing anyone. I'm afraid if my family finds
out, they will judge him. He works seven
days a week and lives in a shelter because
most places don’t want to rent to felons.

He treats me good and takes me out for

dinners.

Maybe I'm stupid for not
being judgmental, but he’s a
good person who has served
his time for his crimes, and
he’s still being punished. Are

people like him not allowed to be in love and

have families too?

— IN LOVE IN NEBRASKA
DEAR IN LOVE: People make mistakes.
People “like him” also fall in love, marry and
have families. While there is bias against

individuals with prison records, the fact

that they served time does not guarantee
they can’t go on to live successful lives after
their release. Explain that to your family,

and suggest they take the time to get to

know him before jumping to conclusions

and making any final judgments.

ly, we hear less about them.

I combat feelings like those you are
experiencing by taking a “vacation” from
reading or watching the news for a few days
or a week when I think it is affecting me
emotionally. I suggest you try it. Also, while
your schedule as a new mother may be a
busy one, if you can make the time, con-
sider volunteering at your local library or a
senior citizens’ center. If you
do, it may help you feel less

DEAR helpless, knowing you are
ABBY not only doing something
positive but also making
a significant difference in
someone else’s life.

DEAR ABBY: I have been retired for a
little more than a year, and I enjoy it, except
for one problem. My husband seems to think
that since I'm home, I should be constantly
busy — cleaning, cooking, doing SOME-
THING. He accuses me of being lazy. I think
he may be jealous that I don’t work anymore.
What do you think?

— RETIREE IN GEORGIA

DEAR RETIREE: I think you may have
hit the nail on the head. Things might

Syrian advance sends hundreds
of thousands fieeing in ldiib

By Sarah El Deeb and over the weekend. eastern regions.
Suzan Fraser “If they stay, they run Turkey, which backs the
The Associated Press the risk of falling victim to ~ Syrian opposition and has

BEIRUT — Turkey on
Friday sent more troops and

the indiscriminate violence
taking place in urban areas.
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in the rebel enclave, has
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the last rebel-held bastion appears aimed for now at advance.
in the war-ravaged country.  securing a strategic highway Associated Press video
The push by Assad’s forces in rebel-controlled territory, ~ showed a long line of ar-
into towns and villages in as opposed to an all-out cam-  mored vehicles and trucks,
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improve if you tell him less often how much

DEAR ABBY: I've always been sensitive, you're enjoying it.
but it has gotten worse since I became a
mom a year ago. I dread watching or read-
ing the news for fear of seeing a child, parent
or animal has been hurt or mistreated. I'm
a religious person, and I find myself asking
God why bad things happen.

I know the tragic stories tend to make
the headlines, but how would you suggest
I learn to still see the good in the world? I
can’t quit seeing the news. We are inundated.
I just wish the negativity of the world didn’t
get to me like it does. Advice, Abby?

— SUPER SENSITIVE IN KENTUCKY

DEAR SUPER SENSITIVE: That you
have recently become a mother and are
responsible for a helpless little person may
have something to do with your feelings.
But please don’t judge the whole world
or the people in it by the horror stories
featured in the headlines, because they are
misleading. Many people do positive things
to help their neighbors and their communi-
ties that don’t make the news. Consequent-

DEAR ABBY: My 15-year-old grand-
daughter has lived for the past several years
in an environment with adults who have
done drugs, can’t or won’t keep a job and are
in and out of jail. I want her to have a better
life, and I try to explain what a responsible
adult life looks like. But when I do, she ac-
cuses me of being judgmental and nonac-
cepting because these people are “nice.” How
can I get her to understand that the lifestyle
she’s exposed to isn’t good without coming
off as judgmental?

—AT A LOSS FOR WORDS

DEAR AT A LOSS: The lessons we teach
others don’t always have to be verbal. One
way would be to expose your granddaugh-
ter — as often as possible — to people who
have chosen a different way of life and are
reaping the rewards for it. Perhaps then she
will begin to draw her own conclusions and
realize that she can have a different life if
she’s willing to work toward it.

old Syrian war. of Saraqeb, which is strategic ~ deployed west of the town of
The campaign also has because it sits on the inter- Sarageb. It was fifth known

angered Turkey, which backs  section of two major high- deployment of new troops

the rebels, and brought the ways. One of them leads to into Syria over the last week,

two countries’ troops into a the capital, Damascus, to the  according to the Observatory

rare, direct confrontation: At north, and another connects ~ and other opposition news

least eight Turkish troops to the country’s western and  outlets.

and civilians and 13 Syrian

soldiers have been killed. > -
As Syrian and Russian

warplanes indiscriminately

pounded hospitals, clinics

and schools in the enclave,

civilians packed their belong-
ings in cars, taxis and pickup
trucks. They streamed

toward the Turkish border
with few options left that are
outside Syrian government 1
control. e
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