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David C. Harmon
Formerly of La Grande
1939-2020

David Curtis Harmon, 80,
of Clarksville, Tennessee,
and formerly of La Grande,
died Jan. 16.

A committal
service with
military honors
was held Jan.
24 at Kentucky
Veterans Cemetery West in
Hopkinsville, Kentucky.

David was born Dec.
8,1939, in La Grande, to
Ace and Lena (Campbell)
Harmon. After 30 years of
service he retired from the
military and worked the
next 15 years as a deputy
sheriff. He loved spending
time with his grandchildren
and watching old Westerns.

Surviving relatives in-
clude his sons, Patrick Har-
mon and Michael Harmon;
siblings, Phyllis Harmon
Taylor, Jack Harmon and
wife, Una Mae, and Dixie
Harmon Miller; and three
grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; wife, Pau-
lette Harmon; and brother,
Charles Harmon.

Online condolences may
be made at www.navefuner-
alhomes.com.

Rogelio ‘Roger” Verduzco
Formerly of La Grande and Joseph
1936-2019

Rogelio “Roger” Coro-
nado Cenizais Verduzco, 83,
formerly of La Grande and
Joseph, died Dec. 15, 2019,

= 1n Kennewick,

Washington.
His ashes
will be scat-
tered when
the weather
warms. Ar-
rangements
were handled
by Prosser Fu-
neral Home.

Known as Roger, he was
born Sept. 26, 1936, in
Dallas, Texas, to Katalina

Coronado Cenizais Verduzco
and Alberto Verduzco. When
Roger and his mother were
able to travel, they returned
to East Chicago, Indiana, to
reunite with his father and
siblings. The family lived

in the Harbor area where
Roger attended high school
and was captain of the foot-
ball team.

After graduation from
high school, Roger served in
the U.S. Army 82nd Air-
borne Division and enjoyed
parachuting. He was honor-
ably discharged Aug. 31,
1964, after which he earned
a PhD at Purdue Univer-
sity. Roger and his wife,
Mary, moved to Scottsdale,
Arizona, where he became
a professor at Arizona State
University. Roger and Mary
divorced, and he moved to
Joseph. He worked at odd
jobs in Wallowa County
while enjoying hiking and
camping.

In 1979, Roger took a
position as the clinical direc-
tor of the Grande Ronde
Child Center in La Grande,
where he met his wife-to-be.
He and Susan Lamica were
married Dec. 15, 1979. They
went on a honeymoon in
Wallowa County with Su-
san’s young sons, ages 8 and
10. They hiked 4-1/2 miles
to the confluence of Sheep
Creek with the Snake River.
They attempted fishing but
fish were not interested in
dodging ice cubes to take
bait. After four days they
returned to La Grande.

Later, Roger began a
career in rehabilitation,
serving Eastern Oregon and
Washington. To lessen week-
day travel, he and Susan
bought a second home in
Kennewick, Washington.
Roger and Susan divorced
in 1988, and Roger took a
position with the state of
Washington until suffer-
ing a heart attack. Health
problems ensued necessitat-
ing kidney dialysis. Roger
and Susan continued their
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relationship until his death
on the 40th anniversary of
their marriage.

Roger enjoyed golfing
with friends, especially Pete.
He was a Master Gardener
and assisted with the instal-
lation of the Kennewick
Library rose garden.

Surviving relatives
include his sisters, Stella
Galvin and Sarah Martinez
and her husband, Raul, of
Indiana, and numerous
nieces and nephews. He was
preceded in death by four
other siblings.

William ‘Bill’ A. Davis
La Grande
1935-2020

William “Bill” Albert
Davis, 84, of La Grande,
died Jan. 13 at his home. A
joint celebration of life will
be held in the
spring for Bill
and his wife,
Jackie.

Known as
Bill, he was
born Aug. 13,
1935,in La
Grande, the
youngest child
of Harry and
Rowena Davis. He attended
school in La Grande.

In 1957, Bill married
Jackie Brown, and they
shared 61 years together.
Bill was a loving hushand
and proud father. Better
known by his loved ones as
“the Sheikh,” he was a hard-
working man who loved the
outdoors and his companion
German shepherds, Rex and
D.O.G. Bill had a strong love
for his family and his four
children.

Bill served his country
honorably as a member of the
US. Air Force. He was sta-
tioned in Spokane, Washing-
ton, and earned his bomber
wings while serving in Korea,
Okinawa and the Philippines.

Surviving relatives
include his daughter and
son-in-law, Iky and William
Cross of La Grande; sons,

Ray Davis and wife, Bobbie,
of Middleton, Idaho, and
Justin Davis of New Plym-
outh Idaho; sister, Willie
Myers of La Grande; sister-
in-law, Connie Williams of
Walla Walla, Washington; 13
grandchildren and 24 great-
grandchildren; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; siblings; wife,
Jackie Davis; son, Billy Davis;
daughter-in-law, Nancy Davis;
and nephew, Kevin Williams.

Online condolences may be
made to the family at www.
lovelandfuneralchapel.com.

UPCOMING FUNERALS
AND VISITATIONS
Sponsored by

‘25
LOVELAND

FUNERAL CHAPEL AND CREMATORY

Jan. 31 & Feb. 1
Doralee Powell:
5-7 p.m. viewing on
Jan. 31, and 2 p.m.
funeral on Feb. 1, both
at Loveland Funeral
Chapel, La Grande.

Feb. 1

Millie Dooley:
12:30 p.m. fellowship
meal and 2 p.m.
service in La Grande
Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

Feb. 3 & Feb. 4
Thomas Hartley:
4-6 p.m. viewing and

6 p.m. Recitation of
the Rosary on Feb. 3,
and 2 p.m. funeral on
Feb. 4, all at Our Lady
of the Valley Catholic
Church, La Grande.

Feb. 8

Justice Clark:

4 pm. celebration of life,
Presbyterian Friendship
Center, La Grande;
casual dress preferred.

Friday: Swiss steak served with brown gravy and sauteed
onions and mushrooms, mashed potatoes and gravy,

salad greens, rolls, fresh fruit.

Bertha Louise (Parker) Thompson
January 31, 1950 - January 18, 2020

doubt, her son, Aaron.

Bertha was loved and appreciated by so many. We will
miss her. She is survived by her son, Aaron Thompson
of La Grande; sister, Shirley (Bud) Stewart of Palmer,
AK; brothers, Walt (Susan)Parker of Council, ID, and
Raymond “R.J” (Liz) Parker of Republic, WA; her three
grandchildren, Ryatt Thompson, Bryce Langley and Lind-
say Roberson and numerous nieces and nephews. She is
preceded in death by her parents, Walter and Anna Parker;
brother, Paul Parker; and sister, Peggy Tudor.

Bertha Louise (Parker) Thomp-
son, 69, of La Grande, passed away
on Saturday, January 18, 2020 at
Grande Ronde Hospital. A Memo-
rial Service was held on Saturday,
January 25, 2020 at La Grande First
Baptist Church.

Bertha was born January 31, 1950
in Sweet Home, OR to Walter and
Anna (Deardorff) Parker. In school
Bertha was in Honor Society, Na-
tional Honor Society, played volleyball, was in class plays,
held a class office and a student body office and graduated
from Crane Union High School as Valedictorian of her
class in 1967. She attended business school in Boise, ID
and later met and married Robert “Tom” Thompson which
took her on a journey to Milton, FL where her only son
Aaron Thomas Thompson was born September 2, 1972.
Together they lived in Iwakuni, Japan and San Diego, CA.
Bertha and Aaron relocated to John Day, OR for several
years prior to moving to Union, and then La Grande in the
early 1980%. In La Grande she found her church family
at First Baptist Church and she adored this congrega-
tion. She planted herself firmly in the first row and at her
memorial service a member of the fellowship joked about
retiring her chair. She was a prayer warrior, sang in the
church choir for a time, attended various and sundry (a
favorite expression of hers) small groups, and retreats and
was known to love a church potluck.

Bertha returned to college in 2006 and earned her Bach-
elor’s degree in History with a minor in English. She had
such an affinity for words, language and learning. She also
began working as a pharmacy clerk at Red Cross United
Drug in 2006 and was known as the “filing guru” and en-
joyed many other responsibilities, often remarking it was
her favorite job. She had also spent many years working
for The Nickel, an ad newspaper, and as an editor for a
publishing company. Bertha was passionate about books,
both reading them and collecting them throughout her
lifetime. She also enjoyed writing, and many loved her for
her quick wit and extensive vocabulary. She crocheted for
hours on end, gifting so many with her afghans through-
out the years. She was a member of the Happy Hooker’s
crocheting club. Bertha had a great love and appreciation
for music from the great Christian gospels to heavy metal.
She sang alto beautifully and undoubtedly knew all of the
words in the hymnal but could also sing along to other
favorites such as Simon and Garfunkel, Neil Diamond,
Metallica and the like. Her favorite musical artist was no




