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7:30 p.m.

Nixyaawii at Elgin, 7:30
p.m.

Griswold at Wallowa, 7:30
p.m.

Cove at Imbler, 7:30 p.m.
PREP WRESTLING
Enterprise at Grant Union
Tournament, John Day,
all day

MEN'S COLLEGE
BASKETBALL
OregonTech at Eastern

Invitational, New
Plymouth, Idaho, all day
Imbler, Joseph/Wallowa,
Elgin at 1A state wrestling
preview tournament, Pine
Eagle, all day

MEN'S COLLEGE
BASKETBALL

Southern Oregon at
Eastern Oregon, 7:30 p.m.
WOMEN'S COLLEGE
BASKETBALL

Southern Oregon at

Sunday’s Games
No games scheduled

FOOTBALL

NFL Playoffs

All Times PST
Conference Championships

unday
Kansas City 35, Tennessee 24
San Francisco 37, Green Bay 20
Pro Bowl
Sunday, Jan. 26
At Orlando, Fla.
NFC vs. AFC, noon (ESPN)
Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 2
At Miami Gardens, Fla.
Kansas City vs. San Francisco,
3:30 p.m. (FOX)

Friday’s Games
Milwaukee at Charlotte, noon
Boston at Orlando, 4 p.m.
Memphis at Detroit, 4 p.m.
Toronto at New York, 4:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Oklahoma City, 5 p.m.
Denver at New Orleans, 5 p.m.
Houston at Minnesota, 5 p.m.

L.A. Clippers at Miami, 5 p.m.
Sacramento at Chicago, 5 p.m.
Phoenix at San Antonio, 5:30 p.m.
Indiana at Golden State, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Dallas at Utah, 2 p.m.
Brooklyn at Detroit, 4 p.m.
Chicago at Cleveland, 5 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Minnesota, 5 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Philadelphia, 5:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Houston at Denver, 12:30 p.m.
Toronto at San Antonio, 1 p.m.
Boston at New Orleans, 3 p.m.
Brooklyn at New York, 3 p.m.

1A-7 Old Oregon League

OOL Al PF PA RK
Elgin 30 112 633 389 14
Joseph 10 85 547 464 7
Wallowa 341 87 659 593 14
Powder Valley 3-1 7-6 492 468 20
Nixyaawii 21 68 623 621 25
Pine Eagle 12 55 383 427 35
Imbler 1-3 113 313 588 54
Cove 02 76 530 453 29
Griswold 04 87 464 523 45
TENNIS
Australian Open
Friday
At Melbourne Park

Melbourne, Australia
Men’s Singles
Third Round
Diego Schwartzman (14), Argentina,

6-3, 1-6, 7-6 (7).

Franko Skugor, Croatia, and Austin
Krajicek (16), United States, def. Adrian
Mannarino and Gregoire Barrere, France,
7-6 (5), 6-4.

Women'’s Doubles
First Round

Darija Jurak, Croatia, and Nina Stojanovic,
Serbia, def. Kateryna Bondarenko, Ukraine,
and Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, 6-1, 6-4.

Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic, and
Demi Schuurs (8), Netherlands, def.
Fanny Stollar, Hungary, and Dayana
Yastremska, Ukraine, 6-4, 6-2.

Kristina Mladenovic, France, and Timea
Babos (2), Hungary, def. Raluca-loana
Olaru, Romania, and Dalila Jakupovic,
Slovenia, 7-5, 6-3.

Makoto Ninomiya and Nao Hibino, Japan,
def. Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, and Lucie
Hradecka (11), Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-0.

Hayley Carter, United States, and Luisa
Stefani, Brazil, def. Zheng Saisai and
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had been improving each — the Beavers went on to and been to the Elite Eight Both programs have “At that point in the Oregon State (12-7, 2-5) to
week heading into the game,  win 14 in a row in the series  three times with a trip tothe ~ pushed each other to reach game coach (Mick) Cronin ~ within one point at 56-55.
then were shell-shocked at — but also the belief inside Final Four last season. this level. told me, ‘somebody’s gotta Jalen Hill then made two
the half. the program. “Nobody could have seen “T think we've made each be able to drive to the cup,”  free throws for UCLA, his
“We only lost by (nine) “That was one of those this coming, that long ago,no  other both better over the said Smith, the Bruins’ first points of the game.
down in Eugene, (so) maybe,  moments that you know well ~ way,” Rueck said of both pro-  years through our competi- leading scorer this season. Tyger Campbell fouled
you know, we can get them never forget and it was one grams’ success. “Too many tion with each other, through “T'was attacking, so the Oregon State’s Ethan
here,” Rueck thought at the  of those days that made ev- unknowns back then forme  recruiting battles, through right play was to get fouled. =~ Thompson with 6.6 seconds
time. “Then just to get kind erybody think, hey maybe we  and for us to know what we  the games on the court,” ... L' was just trying to do left, preventing him from
of ambushed the first half, can turn this thing around could become here,it hadnt ~ Rueck said. whatever I could to get a getting off a 3-pointer that
it just went the complete here,” Rueck said. been done at that level. For “Certainly every school win for the guys.” could have tied the game.
opposite of what we hoped. The Beavers (16-2, 4-2) them, they weren’t at that has a rival and it’s fun to Smith, who was limited Thompson made both free
They shot the lights out and  have become a national level yet. compete against your rival. tojust 17 minutes of play- throws cutting the lead to one.
so we're in the locker room power and have made six “And so just the build But I mean we've all been ing time due to foul trouble, Hill went back to the line
down 20 and what are you straight NCAA tournaments, ofit, the attention on both trying to catch up to Stan- was 4 of 6 from the field at the 5.4-second mark and
going to do this half? And we ~ winning three Pac-12 titles, =~ programs, the national suc-  ford forever. That was the and 7 of 9 at the foul line. came through again with
just came out and chipped a Pac-12 tournament title, cess we've both had, that initial goal and then this UCLA made its last nine two free throws.
away, and I just remember reached four straight Sweet  our conferences has had, has  conference just pushes you. free throws in the final 1:50 Thompson made one of
El Sara Greer, our one senior,  16s, two Elite Eights and a gotten us a lot of attention Shoot, you relax you're going to stay in front. two free throws with 3.1
just demanding the ball Final Four in 2016. to the point where there’s to get beat, and so competi- “Twas calling’s hisnum-  seconds remaining, and
down the stretch in the post The Ducks (15-2,5-1) have  household names now — tion is healthy if you handle ber,” Cronin said of Smith. UCLA’s Jules Bernard con-
and scoring three-point plays  also turned things around both teams have people that it correctly and I think we “He stepped up, got the ball ~ verted two free throws for
and then Anna Marchbanks  under coach Kelly Graves. go by one name on the roster ~ both have.” in the paint and made sure ~ UCLA to seal the win.
E LG I N but when times got tough they talk to each other,” she said, and 44 win over Grant Union in the team that dropped the third-place
would break,” he said. the message became: “If yourenot ~ second game of the season wasan ~ game in 1995.
Continued from Page 7A There were not any seniors on willing to give if your best and your ~ important early one for the team. Elgin’s only other OSAA state

could beat,” she said. “It was hard.
That definitely had an impact on
our mindset, and I think that’s
what got to us — why try when ev-
erybody knows we're going to lose.”

The team began to win a bit
more consistently the next two
seasons, going 11-12 in 2017-18
but slipping back to 9-12 last
season.

Brian Evans, who was in his
first season as the head coach
last winter after two seasons as
assistant coach, said the losing
mentality was one that permeated
back to when he was in school in
the 1990s. It carried over because,
as a result, the “kids (didn’t) know
what it takes to be a winning team.
It all comes into play. Up until this
year, they didn’t have the hunger
and the drive.”

Even last season in his first
year leading the program, the
team would struggle with how to
respond when it was tested.

“A little success here and there,

that team, though, and with all
the key players returning for the
upcoming season this year, there
was a belief that this season could
be different.

To get the players to buy in,
Evans said, he had to emphasize
on a consistent basis that they
could break through the mentality
and win, and he had to sell team
basketball.

“Last year I tried pushing the
team concept on them heavy, and
toward the end of the year they
picked up on that,” he said. “This
year they picked up where they left
off. That’s been my biggest push
as far as a coach. (Assistant coach)
Ashley (Knight) has played a big
part, and my volunteer coach Doug
Durfee — they back me 100%.”

Palmer said team-bonding
sessions, discussions and staying
together as a team have aided in
the culture change.

“To overcome we really had to
have a team heart-to-heart and

all, you shouldn’t even be here.”

Evans and Anderson both also
noted that many of the players on
the current roster have several
years together on the court, which
has added to the continuity.

“We've all played together since
seventh grade. We know how the
players work,” Anderson said.

On the court, the team has
shown depth and talent at multiple
positions. Three players — the two
seniors and Jocelyn Palmer — have
scored at least 20 points in a game
this season, and several others
can get into the scorebook when
needed. Evans said the team’s abil-
ity to have players step up when
needed is its strength.

“We were missing Tymra for one
or two games and girls stepped in
and picked up the slack,” he said.
“My youngest daughter’s (Gracie
Evans) arm is broken, and we've
had other girls step in and fill that
role. We haven’t missed a beat.”

Evans said the Huskies’ 46-

“We didn’t blow them out of the
water. It was a game we had to
stick together;” he said. “I feel that
was a big win for us. We haven’t
beat Grant Union as long as I've
been coaching. That was a big confi-
dence booster right out of the gate.”

The coach added that as a team,
they talk a lot about the goals they
have for this season.

“Ttell them over and over what
my expectation are, what I believe
they can do. In doing that I hope
it gives them the confidence and
the will. At least once a week I tell
them what I expect and what could
happen,” he said.

Those expectations go far beyond
just finishing with a winning
record.

Elgin is also eyeing a berth in the
state playoffs, which the program
has not reached since 1996. That
team finished with a 20-6 record
and clinched the second of back-
to-back state berths, with an 18-8

playoff appearances came in 1984
and 1977, with the ‘77 squad drop-
ping the third-place game. The pro-
gram has yet to earn a state trophy,
as fifth-place awards — which the
team would have earned for drop-
ping the third-place game under
today’s playoff format — were not
given at the time.

“My goal for this team is to take
them to state this year, and that’s
not out of reach by any means,”
Evans said.

Anderson added the team has a
desire to do its school justice and
make the community proud.

“We have the talent and we have
the players,” she said. “We are truly
a team this year, and I feel like
we're going to build off of that.”

And for the seniors who endured
the struggles since their freshman
year, a trip to Baker City in early
March for the state tournament
would be an amazing sendoff.

“T'want to take it to state. It feels
like we can do it,” Palmer said.



