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Despite snow, 32% of Washington and 24% of Oregon are in a “moderate” drought, according to the U.S.
Drought Monitor.

By Don Jenkins
Capital Press

SALEM — December snow in
the Cascades hasn’t been enough to
make up for a dry fall in Oregon and
Washington, the U.S. Drought Monitor
reported.

Some 32% of Washington and 24%
of Oregon are in a “moderate” drought,
according to the monitor. There was
widespread rain and high-elevation
snow across the Pacific Northwest in
mid-December, but streamflows and
snowpacks were still far below normal.

Drought conditions in both states
are mostly in the Cascades. The snow-
pack in the Willamette basin was only
29% of normal on Dec. 27, while it was
27% of normal in the Lower Columbia
basin in Washington, according to
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

In Washington, the snowpack state-
wide on Dec. 27 was 47% of normal,
almost as low for the date as the 46%
in 2014, the winter of the “snowpack
drought.”

NRCS water supply specialist Scott
Pattee said that Washington typically
has about half'its snowpack by now.

The snowpack probably won’t fully
recover and be at full strength by
the time it begins melting, but could
reach about 80% of average if typi-
cal weather prevails for the next few
months, he said.

“T think there’s going to be some

concern now, but not a lot,” Pattee said.

“January and February can be huge
snow months for us.”

The National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration reports that
the Pacific Ocean along the equator

remains slightly warmer than average.

The agency does not expect the warm
water to turn this winter into an El
Nino.

Nevertheless, the National Weather
Service’s Climate Prediction Center
predicts January, February and March
will be warmer than average in most
of Washington, Oregon and Northern
California. The odds favor normal pre-
cipitation, according to the center.

The snowpack never recovered in
2014. By April 1, it was a record-low
22% of normal. A dry and hot summer
followed, and Washington suffered a
severe drought.

Warm temperatures caused the
2014 low snowpack. Precipitation was
above normal. This year, the low snow-
pack has been caused by dry weather.
As of Dec. 27, Washington had received
only 69% of its normal precipitation so
far this winter.
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One of the models Witten has
worked with is Britt McNeil of La
Grande. McNeil has posed in costumes
and cosplay with photographers in-
cluding Witten, and said she enjoys the
collaboration.

“T like a photographer who knows
what they want and gives direction,”
McNeil said. “T'm all for it. (They) are
the one with the vision.”

Witten said their vision for photos is
often whimsical and rooted in fantasy.
While Witten would like to explore

to the public. They have taken a class
on digital photography, but they get
most of their education through videos
on YouTube and tutorials on skill-
sharing websites. Witten said it is a
cost-effective way to develop the craft
and also allows for more creativity.

“I find work I admire and then I'll
look up how to do what (that artist) did,”
Witten said. “Tt is like building a college
course for a lot less money. I am missing
the critique I would get from classmates,
but I am able to follow a path that

it can build in them and especially in
models.

“T hope (the models) look at them-
selves and feel that euphoria, joy and
feel beautiful,” Witten said.

One of Witten’s favorite experiences
was working with a model who said
Witten truly captured them.

“I see a lot of beauty in the world,”
Witten said, “lot of beauty in people,
and I want to show people that.”

To view Shay Witten’s photos on social
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farms coming online, Miller
said they can’t fill the gap cre-
ated by coal plant closures be-
cause wind and solar sources
generate power intermittently,
and power use and supply
have to be kept in balance.

The advantage of using
hydropower, along with solar
and wind, is what Miller
called the “second-by-second
gap filling regulation.” Hy-
droelectric dams fulfill this
requirement by holding back
water, and then releasing it
through power-producing
turbines as needed.

Although the new report
doesn’t guide policy, Miller
said it does recommend con-
tinued regional stakeholder
discussions.

Greg Haller, executive
director of Pacific Rivers, is
closely following the rising
tide of concern around breach-
ing or keeping the dams. He
said he didn’t feel the report
moved the conversation.

“T feel like we didn’t need
a $750,000 report to tell us
it’s a divided issue,” Haller
said. “It offered no solutions.
Hopefully, our elected leaders
will build on or move toward
a solution rather than
rehashing the issues that are
the sticking points.”

When Haller mentioned
elected officials, he said he
was specifically referring to
the House of Representatives
and momentum created by
Rep. Mike Simpson, R-
Idaho, who broached the
topic of how the region can
meet its energy needs while

maintaining transporta-
tion, irrigation and securing
the future of Bonneville
Power Administration, which
markets power produced

by the four lower Snake
dams. Haller said Simpson
looked at the transportation
concerns about dam removal
and suggested making the
railroads farmer-owned.

“T am disappointed in our
elected leaders in Oregon
and Washington didn’t use
Simpson’s opening to bring to-
gether a legislative solution,”
Haller said. “Only Congress
can make the dams go away.”

With the ultimate author-
ity residing in Washington,
D.C., Haller said elected lead-
ers need to forge a solution
that everyone can live with
because the status quo isn’t
working.

“We still have a steelhead
run in the toilet, chinook on a
trajectory toward extinction
and sockeye aren’t faring any
better;” he said.

As fish runs continue to
decline, Haller said BPA
struggles as well.

“We are in a new kind of
energy environment,” he
said. “Meanwhile, I think the
salmon have given all they
can give. Something else has
to give, now.”

The pivotal release of
the Draft Columbia River
System Operations Environ-
mental Impact Statement by
the federal action agencies is
due in February. The report
will analyze the societal,
environmental and economic
costs and benefits of breach-
ing the four lower Snake
River dams.
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The Lower Granite Dam is on the Snake River near
Pomeroy, Washington. A $750,000 report, which looked
at the possible effects of breaching the four lower Snake
River dams, summarized the issues around protecting
endangered species while maintaining renewable en-
ergy supplies, riverine transportation and irrigation.
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