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TIGERS CLAIM STATE TITLE

Former players, coaches, fans and parents celebrate as the Tigers blank Banks to win the school's first football title in 45 years

By Ronald Bond, The Observer
LA GRANDE — Neil Cooper said watching the La Grande Tigers in Saturday’s Class 4A state Inside
championship game was much more intense than when he coached in a title game 45 years ago. That's ovanct
because his grandson, Payton Cooper, was among the players on the field in Hermision as the Tigers took on,  Teswemn”
and eventually defeated, Banks, 21-0, Saturday night for La Grande's firststate football championship since ey
that 1974 team the elder Cooper couched on. e

La Grande struggles to help the homeless H“"ﬂﬂl

Masor Pub, La Grande, ina Nov. 13

and PhilWright email o the ciy stated the n w
The Observer shelter last year was 50 feet

LA GRANDE — His from his business and that

apped and prompled ntilconeers Iasers
hands trembled as he ot the sty of el
grasped the soiled cans and ees and clientele.
ot and sufl them W had sbelutlysero | By Jessca Polrd
one by one into the recycling incidents with this program” | EO Meda Gowo
machin at the La Grande hewnte Thestafand vl | UMATILLA— Binds

unteers operated this faclity | trying to feast on juvenile

Safoway
Heis 27, he sid, from La. with the utmost profession- | salmon at the MeNary

Grande, went o high school m and concern. Dam are faing  new
here but did not make it past Rachel Edvalson, owner of | deterrent — bright groen
his junior year He is one of River Wynn Photography L | lasers

La Grandes homeless Grande,ina Nov. 14 email Inthe past, the US.

tothe ity stated, A com: Army Corps of Engincers
‘muniy that takes carcofits | Walla Walla Distric reled
vulnerable i a community | on.a sprinkler ystem for

i Tended up
‘making some bad financial
choices when T was working,
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Oregon FFA receives Misnlaced moose
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time in eight years, 2A
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By Dick Mason
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Union County’ three argest
itiesare set to emerge from this

"The public works staffs of the it
ies of La Grande, Elgin and Union
are in the middle of making mean-
ingfulinfrastructure improvements.

‘The City of La Grande's summer
project lis includesstreet improve-
‘ment work on  stretch of Willow
Street and a portion of Adams
Avenue from Island Avenue to Fir
Street.

The work on Adams Avenue wil
include the installation of new side-
walk ramps that will better meet
the standards set by the Americans
with Disabilities At The:

e sidewalks
‘more accessible or those with mo-
biliy issues

‘Another major project o tapin
La Grande i the construction ofa.
850-fot. sdewalk along H Avenue
from Central Elementary School to

student safety; said Joe Justce
chair of the La Grande Schorl
Board.
that many students

walk toschoolon Sunst Drive,
which has sidewalks, before turing

on to H Avenue, which currently
dos not have sidevvalks,

"The La Grande School District

The then that the need
or the sidewalk was obvious when
one seesl cars parked

along H Avenue afer sehool. The
vehicles of parents picking up their

wayto Sunset Drive. This means

The superintendent also noted the
convenience ofafive-fot-wide ide-
walk will mean fewer people will be:
walking on H Avenue to avoid wet

Inside

SPORTS
';’) Bernev,Wnodwarnmheenshrinen‘ Baker Count tomissionerA

on state wildfire coun

'y

ER\/\/@G kend

[FRIDAY-SUNDAY - March 22-24, 2019 + $1.50 Good day to our valued subscriber Chris Christenson of Elginl

Settlement Second
reached in arrest
Union City made in
Council

ethics case

Former city
administrator Another person has

been arrested in the case

g
)

filed complaint - = of the Loretta Williams
in 2017 g = :

) e : = According

By Dick Mason = toa press e

The Observer — A B s T lease,  Steve

A settlement has = P Hamilon, 65,

been reached in a case
regarding an _ethics

complaint
[y fled in 2017

W acainst the

. e
Body in river
sighted, not
recovered

Search and rescue  this case will not continue,
5 according to the La Grande
efforts suspended ot e 8 S
By AmandaWeisbrod  Union Countys Search and
cgon's public meetings | T Owsone
v A body sighted floting
Under the terms of | down the Grande Ronde
the settlement, Leon- | River — lust seen near Riv-
ard Flint, Union's may- | erside Parkin La Grande — _ing therive, but nohing s
or since January 2017, | has ot et been found.

rande.
Willams' ex-husband,
Ronald D. Lee, was ar-
rested i February on

See Murder / Page 51

ertain,
An Oregon State Police
trooper was pursuing a ve-

cty councl in' June Everpthing was e at 143 am. Wednes-

017 received “a letter e e day and found & wattend- Man

of education” rom the Cior oy sl eams . Later, hey spotd the shot in
Government : suspet allog on the side

Ethics  Commission ’”ﬁ{{fd ni of 1-84. When the trooper U .

exlaining the . stat- 2 Nkers, Uron contach e OnWednesdey airoon, mulie Frtesponder face with

Y etename! man jumped into the Fiver, agencies set p effots to ecover a body in the iver at
Rescueleutenant  cording to OSP Public In'  Riverside Park.In the photos, La Grande Fire Department. BB qun
how it can best be fol- | Wednesday, after 1 p.m, formation Captain Tim Fos.  utiized their ladder truck and worked with theWallowa 9
Towed. The councilors | the body of a white male Fox said it is not dear if - County SwiftWaterTeam and the Union County Search ;
who received the letter | passed under the North these two cases are relted, ~and Rescuo membors to proba the rive forthe man. b
were Randy Knop, Jay | Spruce Street bridge face- and unti the body is found, incident sparse
Blackburn, Matt Later, | down before disappearing  state police cannot confirmn _Thomas wasinthemiddle Ropes were thrown from

. Walt | in the rapids of the Grande nor deny the manin theriver of settng up  rescu plan  both sides of the iver to at-

oserversaft

Brookshire and Susan | Ronde River, The search s also the man who eluded  with volunteers from Union  tempt to catch the body, but | One man was shot in
Hawkins. All but Knop | and rescue efforts contin- ~ policearlierin themoming,  County Search and Rescue  rescuers were unable o cap- |~ the face with a BB gun
are still members of the | ued from that time onuntil _La Grande Fire Chief Les  and L Grande Rural Fire ~ ture it before it entered par- | but couldn't tell law
neil. about 6:30 p.m. ‘Thomas sid themanin the  Department when the body  tcularly dangerous rapids. |~ enforcement where it

d that the me  water near Riverside Park passed beneath the North  Over the next five howrs, |~ came from or who did it
Commission will | to light or another sighting was “obviously deceased” Spruce Street bridge, the ~severallocalandstateagen- | AccordingtoLaGrande
require them to receive | emerges, recovery effotsfor  when he briefly surfaced.  intended  rescue - locaton. SecRescue/Pagesd | Police Chief Brian Har-
training (via a letter of vey, the victim was walk-

and Ive been paying forit that Twould be proud tocall | bird abatement Sprinklers li education),” Patterson . . R ing along Albany Street
ever since,” he said. ‘my home for many years o | would spray water near said. C M E R A near the Towne Center
Hotalkd Wodesday cme” hejuveni bssoutil The ity of Lo Granderecived e omer oy i | COMIMISSIONErS Pass grazing | W dciage
nighton condiionof - Th ica foderalfunds forthe proect via Ptk st o oo Brd €0 ministrator, who still . . ing injury along the cheek
OneofLa e 70 entries took prt in lies in Union, weuld | ) et rium den ordlnance u date area causdby a B.
s distrcts cannot apply for Safe the annual Imbler Fourth of July Parade. face painted by Cind: the like her ethics com- B y p “Clhe BB) went scross
he said. mon. Last th in U plaint to result in the face and hit the lens
L i cityoflagrandeorg/muraProj- | system was wiped outby i 5 : {Bottom Union's city govern- | By Cherise Kaechele landscape and recreation as well - nue for the grazing lease, but it costs | of his eyeglasses, break-
upin a friends garage, he ects/mural AGlageityfindex. | high waters on the iver 5o See Projects / Page 24 firework shoy v inarow. ment taking a_ closer | Te Observer as site suitability were discussed in  approximately $15,000 to $18,000 | ing them,” Harvey told
said. y ipet v , Took at Oregon’s public ty isi detai,” igtothe MERA staff every year to repair the damages | The Observer.
But first | - - = = See Ethies / Page 54 | voted to put a one-year moratorium  report. “Cost analysis has been con-  caused by the grazing cattle.
spot.This e heand many  seveal ol Thursdoy he ionhuon-county-varming. | “The e il cn- Flooding issues discussed hy Cove Gity Coun on graing at the Al. By Recre sdeted inth report as wel. Because the commissioners fll | medical attntion a the
others, be said, were waiting  said the shelter comes with station-appeal. sidered a trial effort, said ation Area on Wednes-  MERA, a publicly owned recre- ~there was no valid reason to granta | time of the incid
forthe Union County Warm- e hghest oftakes. PENDLETON SHELTER USACE Bilogis Chriso- ot i day due to the public ation arca used for hiking, biking five-year moratorium, the commis- | Harvey said the man
ing Station to open. 'SERVES AS EXAMPLE pher Peery. “Initial obser- By Ronald 4 | R i opinion that cattle getin  and equestrian activities, has had ~sion approved it for one year. ‘had no idea who did it,
“Twas honestly ‘Some of what s playing vations appear promising, P 4 y g the way of recreational grazing leases for cattle from June 1 it cam
anit?hesid. o hear it outn L Grande bas - | bt 12 probably o g Actisens oo with fading property The srem has foded - hat e nighbors,she said. activities, Gt 15 everyyear
was delayed due to being. cursor in Pendleton, where | tobe the solution toall our at her parents 16 years Originally, the pro- Multiple people submitted tes-
‘appealed — I'm very disap- the nonprofit Neighbor 2 salmon predation worries” tobetter d one on th Beverage posed moratorium was  timony in support of the five-year Ordinance that the county’s voters |  identify the suspect.
3 ily from local expense for her h h tiogout ot coan oot thei diches”she for five years, according  moratorium on Wednesday. All of  passed in the November election. “He had his back to
COMMUNITY POURS OUT 1 i Sta- 5 Tues- tired, and that Mayor Del o d ting out they have to the MERA Committee's docu- them use the area for recreationand  The ordinance expands the defi- |  the street and was walk-
‘SUPPORT FORSTATION 6 pn.at La Grande Middle  appeal and allow the shelter  tion since 2011, The station | - weather depending Its 2 hesaid - paid ments submitted to the commission-  stated the cattle slow them down  nition of firearms and prohibits the | ing into the building,
‘The station’s board on Oct. ~ School, 1108 Fourth St. hit speed bumps, but italso | beam moves in random ‘meeting ¥ - the past years.“The ‘The five-year period was con-  when they're there. enforcement of laws that regulate | Harvey said. “He has no
C Iy felt a po sterns, and it us..the cravl space m proper Commissioners Donna ~ Commissioner Matt Scarfo said ~the manufacture, sale and posses- | idea where the source
L roteted e My ol the y and theres a curve where fal gets Beverage and Paul Anderes because _ the business dealof the grazing lease ~sion of firearms in Union County. | wasatall”
toperateat 2008 The cair of the warming ity Vela soid homeless from theenkd and | a sold object s chasing apersisent issue for her parents,  council “They oo that there - bung up, I (the i the uneaten grass could create a fire  was a “bad business deal.” Tt will require the sheriff to review | Harvey said the call to
Third St Ten days later, L station board, he said the Bruce R of jorpitfalls said | the wholive i clean,it - ‘hazard. county receives between any state or federal laws affecting | dispatch was just before
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Nan Kiebert has dealt with
‘more than her i share of -
ries during her soceer carcer:
AnACL tear as  senior in
high school A tear ofher other
ACLa year later a3  college

freshman. And perhaps the most. .
cul e stce pler appomted
e oo
junior year at Eastern Oregon.
Univers attorney

But this fall,the forwand for Observer St
the No.6 Mountaineers has
stayed healthy and stayed an the
fed

“This year knowing that its
my senior year,all e eally
been wanting s o have one
healthy season,”she said

Kicbert has been able o tum
in her bestseason in an EOU
uniform, to,and help Eastern
reach unch ters asit
has s highest ranking ever. She
isone of three players o have

Notalot of new infor-
mation came out of the
status check for Ronald
D.
m

You are what you eat

Study says eating organically could reduce cancerrisk by 25 percent

Madison Crews and the EOU womens

Scored fve golsand one o two baskotbal toam aro the CCC favors.
d fve gonls and ane ot By AmandaWeisbrod by simply changing an cv-  anlyzed the rlationship
layerswith four st vhich [e— The Observer eryday habit? between the diets and e—————
N In 2016, 22 millon tench study pub- new cancer diagnoses of TOP LEFT:ValerieTachenko, owner and operator of Vals
“ y U.S. adults reported hay- ~lished in October 2018 by more than 68,000 French ~ Veggies, shows off he apron ata farmers marke

Individually that surpasses ‘women's basketball team was named the

1,
ing cancer at least once in  the American Medical As-  adults from 2009 1o 2014 TOP RIGHT. AlthoughTachenko's farm isrt USDA-certi

e number of gl fivorte o win the Cascade Callgiate Ing caner at et ance a [er—— pT—
i . i lietime, according  sociaton in its monthly and found a diet high in _fied organic, she pracics organic farming techriquos | according to his webste, L Thl
e et Coneaoinhe CCC prsscon s To the Conters for Disease pecr-rviewed | medical organic foods s inke fo i foning
e hotof the b o A which came ot el ewnthe Control and Prevention. ~journal claims thereis. 2 25 percent reduced risk _pesticides or fetizer,to her sil. Lee's next hearing is
sists sh had (o o Moot v v v Canceris the second-most  The NutriNet-Santé Pro- - of developing cancer. Most a pla hearing set f

That s o tshow and [ ey e common cause of death spective  Cohort  Study  notable was the corrlation  pesticide residue, it ca be as the ikelihood of partici- | April 24, according to
s ot to hor o e € by behind heartdisease n th between organic food con-  hypothesized that high or- ~pants already being health- | court records.
it itent s S US, ling 15 v ot sumtion e ko e ol onamersmay oo il the | Tz v st b
: HH of a population o 100,000 ; nonHodgkins Iymphoma, ~ have alower riskofdevelop- qualtaive nature of the SeeLee Page54
fe e . in 2016, accoring o the  WIONWEISBENG ki the data shows a3 ingeancer thsudysttes. data, the short followup | "
the effrt to better herselffor Q ﬁV t CDC website. challenges ke CIMate  qecreasing by 86 percent A recent review condluded  time, and the chance of re-
the program® HOU hoad conch 0 e-Se Everyone knows some.  changeandepdemic for those who most often  that the role of pestiides for P asta

AR it (ot oo . . one, has heard of someone,  evelsof iabetesand  consumed an increased  the risk of cancer could not

s ice y senior ten Kisrt th 1i I[ this orhas even been thatsome-  Ca1Cer you would think  amount of organic food.  be doubled given the grow- .
bk toplasing () e aaiber iy e er one battling the slow and  welipayattention tothe The study speculates the  ing body of evidence linking d[ nner
< et e capabl fand b Kiebertspnt fve i . suffoating growth of can  scnce tht we fave”  lack of residual pesicides  cancer desclopment t pes- .
thoengin orthtean.” et e | time: LHS sl Someare i gy i, avctoror 100N oods a5 pos- tiideegponre” benefits
et up noedingsurgery She sid o But what f there were 2 Standands ot ogor “Because of _(onganic mils it has some limita- e of a PhD in agriultural

way to reduce cancer risk  Consumers Co-op

Baseball and softball
fields get an upgrade

foods) lower exposure o tons to it findings, such  See Organic/ Page 54 Ange |

Fund

Organized by
La Grande RE/

>hebeenxdm|uedm€a];l"znmx f .

el o

st | falls in three
im0 Pendleton
accordi  the May

o Sandpoint igh Sl .
Idaho.

But Jusin Wagas,who was
the EOU head coachat the e,

‘had already seen Kiebert play ‘website, the healing process had E
aodintended o bringhertothe ey e, Gity, schools, volunteers team up to MAX, fundraiser
“Justin had been recruiting an outlning pocket fortself. improve Pioneer Park fields helgs homeless
Hesill Tt created a pocket around the B i students
9 3y Dick Mason ‘shared concession stand.
e bere e e el e Oserer It going 10 be amaz- By Francisca Benitez
il T tonght hat s soing intemllybeeding”hosid. Thecommunityof Union  ing,” sid Fred Bel Jr. of o
el s it e o i bardomegite Gt Couny is stepping up 1o La Grande, who i work- Theannul ngel Fund S
want o rehzb, ow they explained it o me” the plate in a big vay for ing as a volunteer for the Spaghetti Feed fund- Jo— [——

Rather than having surgery
o repeirit, Kiebert was moni-
torefor five days in Boise, then
relased.

She wasnt able o tep on the

Kiebert, whois pursuing a. "
bachelor of science n nursing.
‘and plans to be a registered
nurse, made an immediate
impact s a freshman at EOU in

raiser vl be held in the Thels
La Grande High School

Commons from 5 pm. to
rch 5, The An-

the Optimistand Sam Mar- ~ project,
cum baseball and softball

The project has been
slowed considerably by the

unusually late winter snow-

Tigers topple Henley again | Family meets expectations,

16, breaking into the starting ‘soccerfield until her liver was e oo, The ateo . . . . .
g s ot i b e e it ot to win second straight title ressure for championshi
g L o While s s the et softball and baseball filds.

nunity
9 ) y began taking on Old Man y y La Grandk "
(it was) ur fist oorece. - was bl o come back from o fekde and replace the  vier dhis weekend, how: e Do Jane Sand T it RONALD’S REPORT
‘game at Evergreen she sid ‘At ball was in the ir” Kichert Boie. the qickest. She acually was ever, using snowblowers to pr— 1 h The  StadiminE players expected and what s coaches RONALD BOND
ot “When tshe “Tknowwhatkindofperson  healthy enough ttake the field [E—— st snow of the baseball
ball back tock astepand tore jumped oo, and her kneecame  sheis and how toughsheis” oo Nov iy a > ate champions. pionship . prbably,what LHS softballf
my other (ACL) ght ag Flocher said a —and Saturday. Bell began blow- None of that keptthe La Grande Tigers toplay well”junir pitcher Alle Brock said | experted now lives in Fairview T impresse with

L playi }“ ’I e fl ing snow late Saturday af-  Thelist of improvements  Field is for softhall. All La tors'sideat Optimist Field. i “We play Heck, 5 You'

chett, g but | h " N e ! b By Brett Kane temoon off the softball field  to be done at the complex  Grande High School home The softball field will re- and  think that 0 exp
was able toplay inall 19 games  was wrong. 'be something more, your heart play ! and worked until midnight will include replacing the ~baseball and softball games ceive the majority of The Iy 1y to conti La Ls
for East e 130f drops a lttle bit. We obviously ‘She also played 10 days later PPENDLETON — The Buckaroos and and then returned Sunday concession stand between are played on the fields. ‘work. Improvements set to The'l Fve been Theyve got
the @ B to continue from 5am.to8 the baseball and softball  Upgrade plansalsocallfor ~ be made there include new | that last year the event toalate rally on the way to.a 4.2 win over the See Repeat / Page 7A ' long"said former coach Kirk Travis, who See Family / Poge 84
andvas an important ieceof  aller theincdent betierand ot have toworry  eventualnatonal champion Wil- | thisseason, where it was Pendleln's vol- am Bellsadtheworkonthe felds. The new conces-  remoying recsthat dbtruct _ dugouts for the home and | raised. $4,693 for the

NAL . ‘about anything . lam Carey. leyball team that made off with the five- softball field was quite chal- ~sion stand will have an an-  the view of the softall field ~ visiting teams, a new back- | Angel Fund.
n setwin.In Tuesday's rematch the Buc began 2 , stop, g Kathleen McCall is

‘Her junior year, though, was  though, was worse. Kiebert lacerated liver, she said. ;zu;thwhokmwwﬂhlsh— »\\'Tmmmrw ‘blowingand helped movethe  ing room for umpires. installing new ADA (Ameri- first and third base lines, he Youth in Transi-
ot shortby th but ty t ;0 ‘snowin the right direction. The announcer’s booth cans with Disabilities Act) new benches and tempo- | tion Liason for the A

of she e ‘had been hard " she said. Court,the Bucks cruised to 25-12 and Bell said getting the snow  will provide a good view of ~sidewalks connecting the  rary outfield fencing, gel Fund. She identifies
0 y . offthe fields now, before it~ Optimist and Sam Marcum ~ felds' west parking area to  The  softhall dugouts | students and families
one that took place duringthe  lower abdomen,”she said ‘It 1y from the 4A Greater Oregon Leaguels ‘melts, will prevent thefields ~fields. Optimist Field is for ~the complex, and puttingin  will include a back wall, | who do not have a regu-
Mountaineers fourthgumeaf Toldntwalk top-ranked La Grande Tiges bt vere rom becoming muddy.  bascball and Sam Marcum  nw biachers on the v SeoTields Pagesh | SecDinmer / Page st
th Sept. 6, 2018, against  straight wfiom me shesaid.  time as shedid, butshe wasn't | forced to raly to complets the sweep with y
Tahoo y 6 o the Johnny Ballgame Show
Vista, Califor A k INDEX from 3-6 p.m. Monday Brough Friday
P ingons e Tl | Dy s e e Noex- - o | WEATHER ratrstonte secrsomin | CONTACT US| HAVE A STORY IDEA? o SunerTatl 1450 Al
5 s ¥ ? Her liver vas hyit port i G g — Tonight Toesday | SATIBIBI6 | ca e s revraoman
anHIU defender and hoping~~ hospital” about 5% torn butit: R Crormmord 58 Pacord \& 20w SZEY AR | ez 5419633161 orsend an emai 10
but th itk y i twosels La Grande conch Melind Do Abty 8 Ohpunrin. 3 My VBT s, | 2oeions 15005 | news @lagrandectserveroom.
HIU golkseper cameout o tinga CT : 7 tand L Gana, Oroon
y L injury ke s y . but it was the
“Wehad a lon-1, but the transport her from La Grande to  that on the soccer field”she said. See Kiebert / Page 84 See Tigers | Puge 7A LS WEDNESDAY  NUTRITION WITH THE DIET DOC
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Oregon Trail
Interpretive
Center's spring
events

ENGLISH COUNTRY

ﬂgm ANNUAL STUDENT ART SHOW

(ARNEGIE Featuring Artwork by Baker County High School Students and
b LEh Students of Crossroads Art Classes

2020 Auburn Avenue, Baker City, Oregon » 541 523.5369 » www crossroads-arts org

Exubition on display January +26
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. Than to our patients
and community.

We love to put a KO ZA

smile on your face! Family Dental Care

—
u u
2502 Cove Ave.,, Suite D, La Grande « www.kozafamilydentalcare.com 541 963 4962
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