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• Gabe Shukle is using heartbreaking  
quarterfinal loss as fuel for senior season

Seeking a title
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• Senior-laden La Grande has title aspirations 
• Elgin aims to take next step after last fall’s playoff berth 
• Union looks for improvement in second year at 8-man 
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• Wallowa’s Tristin Bales 
steps into new role as  
starting running back 

Stepping up

KicKoff’19

• Cougars look to reload after 
losing key components

• Enterprise set for challenges 
ahead with young roster 

• Joseph aims to maintain  
spot as 6-man power
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By Dick Mason
The Observer

America’s fallen veterans need 
people who will stand up for them and 
make sure their stories of sacrifi ce are 
never forgotten. 

Doran Hopkins of Summerville, a 
retired U.S. Air Force colonel, made 
this point in compelling fashion Mon-
day during an address at a Memorial 
Day ceremony at the Summerville 
Cemetery.

“There is a story with each fl ag (at a 
cemetery headstone),” he said.

Hopkins was a voice of his family’s 
military legacy Monday, recounting 
stories of courage, loss and uncom-
mon honor dating back to the Spanish 
American War of 1899-1901. Hopkins’ 
grandfather, who lived in Imbler, 
fought in the war for the U.S. Army. He 
was not injured in the war in the Phil-
ippines, but he paid a lifelong price.

“My grandfather (Benjamin Frank-
lin Hopkins) came home and lived 
with the effects of malaria and dysen-
tery the rest of his life. He received a 
disability payment for his service in 
the jungles,” Doran said.

Benjamin Franklin Hopkins and 
Mary Ann (Green) Hopkins had four 
sons who served in World War II, and 
two were killed in action: Frank, a 
National Guardsman in the U.S. Army, 
and Earl, a U.S. Marine. 

Frank Hopkins was sent to Austra-
lia where he served from 1942 to 1945. 
He was part of campaigns in New 
Guinea during this time where the Al-
lies were protecting Australia from an 
invasion by Japanese forces.

“He was badly wounded in June of 
1944 and evacuated to a hospital in 
Australia. He wrote a letter to one of 
his brothers stating that he did want 
to return home because his face was 
badly disfi gured,” Doran said.

Frank, who received a Purple Heart, 

later accompanied his unit to the Phil-
ippines where he was killed in action 
in March of 1945. The pain of his death 
was magnifi ed for his family by how 
close he came to returning home alive.

“He was the last casualty of his unit 
and it was the last time his unit fought 
in action,” Doran said.

Earl Hopkins, a La Grande High 
School graduate, also fought in the 
Pacifi c during WWII. He was badly 
wounded in Saipan in July of 1944. He 
survived the war only to be killed in 
the Korean Confl ict during the battle 

of Chosin Reservoir in late 1950.
Frank and Earl Hopkins are buried 

side by side at Arlington Cemetery in 
Washington, D.C.

Doran said his grandparents’ third 
son in combat was Olin Hopkins, a 
graduate of Imbler HIgh School. He 
served as a medic aboard an aircraft 
carrier, the Belleau Wood in the Pacifi c. 
Olin was never seriously injured, but a 
horrifi c incident exacted a psychologi-
cal toll that he struggled to come to 
grips with. 

By Jayson Jacoby
WesCom News Service

Offi cials from the Oregon 
Department of Energy recom-
mend a state council approval 
for Idaho Power’s controversial 
plan to build a power trans-
mission line through Eastern 
Oregon. Idaho Power, which is 
partnering with the Bonn-
eville Power Administration 
and Pacifi Corp, fi rst proposed 
B2H in 2007. The 500-kilovolt 
line would run for nearly 300 
miles between Hemingway, in 
Southern Idaho, to Boardman 
in Morrow County.

Local residents will have a 
chance to express their opin-
ions about the Boardman-to-
Hemingway project during 
public hearings in June. 
Oregon’s Energy Facility 
Siting Council, the seven-
member group that reviews 
and issues construction 
certifi cates for major utility 
projects such as power lines, 
has scheduled hearings 
in each of the fi ve Oregon 
counties — Malheur, Baker, 
Union, Umatilla and Morrow 
— through which the B2H 
power line would pass. 

A hearing in Baker City is 
scheduled from 4:30 p.m. to 
8 p.m. June 19 at the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Hall, 2005 
Valley Ave. An employee from 
the Oregon Department of En-
ergy will explain the project, 
with public testimony starting 
at about 5 p.m. A Union 
County public hearing is set 
for 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. June 20 
at the Blue Mountain Confer-
ence Center, 404 12th St. in 
La Grande.

Groups of local residents 
have opposed the project since 
its inception. Baker and Union 
county opponents claim, 
among other things, that the 
metal towers, some as tall as 
180 feet, would mar scenic 
views through Baker Valley, 
Grande Ronde Valley, the Or-
egon Trail Interpretive Center 
and other places. Critics also 
contend that the project would 
not benefi t Baker County, 
as the line would not supply 
power to the county.

Most Baker County resi-
dents buy their power from 
Oregon Trail Electric Coopera-
tive. Idaho Power does have 
customers in the eastern parts 
of the county.

Mitch Colburn, resource 
planning and operations 
director for Idaho Power, said 
B2H would benefi t Eastern 
Oregon counties through 
increased property taxes from 
Idaho Power and spending 
during construction of the line. 
Colburn also contends that 
the line would make electric-
ity less expensive and service 
more reliable for OTEC and 
other providers.

The sections that have 
prompted the most concern 
in Baker County include the 

More 
hearings 
set for 
B2H

See B2H / Page 5A
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Grandview Cemetery in La Grande was awash in color at Monday’s annual Avenue of Flags ceremony.

Dick Mason/The Observer

Doran Hopkins, who served in the U.S. Air Force for 28 years, speaks at 

the Summerville Cemetery Monday morning.

By Dick Mason
The Observer

An award-winning educa-
tor from Olympia, Washing-
ton, may soon be joining the 

administrative 
staffs at Central 
Elementary 
School and La 
Grande Middle 
School.

The La 
Grande School 

District has announced that 
Monica West, the principal of 
McLane Elementary School 
in the Olympia School Dis-
trict in Washington, has been 
selected to become the new 
half-time Central Elementa-
ry School assistant principal 
and half-time LMS assistant 
principal. George Mendoza, 
superintendent of the La 
Grande School District, will 
recommend that the school 
board vote to hire West when 
it meets June 12.

West has been chosen 
to take the two half-time 
assistant principal positions 
currently held by Chris 
Wagner, who is scheduled to 
become LMS’s new full-time 
assistant principal in 2019-
20. Wagner will succeed Brett 
Jackman, who will be leaving 
to take a position with the 
Nyssa School District. 

West has worked for the 
Olympia School District for 
25 years. She has been an el-
ementary school principal the 
past seven years and prior to 
that was an assistant middle 
school principal. 

McLane Elementary 
School, which has about 
300 students, has received 
a number of awards during 
West’s tenure as principal. 
They include the 2018 Center 
for Education Effectiveness’ 
“School of Distinction Award,” 
which recognizes continuous 
growth in English language 
arts and math over a fi ve-
year period. In 2016, McLane 
Elementary School received 
the “Washington Achieve-
ment Award” for closing the 
achievement gap for students 
with disabilities. 

Individual awards West 
See West / Page 5A
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By Ronald Bond
The Observer

When he was a fresh-
man, Tyler Homan was the 
lone member of the Joseph 
Eagles boys track and field 
team to qualify for the state 
track meet, and he did so in 
the 1A boys 3,000.

Three years later, Homan 
came off the track at West-
ern Oregon University in 
Monmouth as an individual 

champion in the 1A boys 300 
hurdles — and, more impor-
tant, as part of the best finish 
the Eagles have ever had.

Boosted by Homan’s win 
in the hurdles, an effort in 
the pole vault that saw three 
Eagles reach the podium 
and two additional top-three 
finishes, Joseph scored 48 
points to take second place 
at the 1A state meet, a mere 
five points behind state 

champion Dufur.
“This year by far was my 

favorite, but it’s been cool 
to see kids excited to come 
out,” Homan said. “Track is 
growing. Everybody knew 
we had a chance to get one 
of those team trophies. Ev-
erybody was willing to put 
in that work. Through the 
years there have been more 
and more kids come out and 

By Ronald Bond
The Observer

Joseph’s Ellyse Tingels-
tad said she still feels the 
pressure of maintaining 
the tradition of success 
started by her sister, Isa-
belle.

Yet the junior standout 
is casting her own shadow 
in the 1A track and field 
world. 

Tingelstad claimed two 
of the Eagles’ three indi-
vidual state titles at the 
1A track and field cham-
pionships in Monmouth 
this weekend, winning the 
family’s fifth consecutive 
title in the 1A girls 3,000 
Friday and repeating as 
champion in the 1A girls 
1,500 Saturday to help lift 
the Eagles into third place 
as a team. 

“It’s really indescribable, 
honestly,” Tingelstad said. 
“When I was growing up, 
I never thought running 
would be my thing, and 
then I watched my sister 
start doing it and really ex-
celling. I still look up to her 
and think she is so fast. Be-
ing able to have her to look 
up to and keep me going, 
it’s an amazing thing.”

BY THE SLiMMEST of MARGiNS
■■ Enterprise girls claim first state track championship by a half point

Photos by Ronald Bond/The Observer

Top left: Shelby Moncrief, right, barely defeats Kaylee Wright in the 2A girls 100. Top right: The Enterprise girls 4x400 relay team of Kyla Hook, Savannah Vaughn, Shelby Moncrief and Karli 

Bedard with the state title trophy. Bottom left: Hero Peters, right, hands the baton to Savannah Vaughn during the 4x100 relay. Bottom right: Kyla Hook, right, placed second in the 3,000.

By Ronald Bond, The Observer

A state championship secured by a fraction of a second from an athlete who barely qualified for state. A Herculean effort from 

a second individual who had to overcome food poisoning just to compete. A crucial victory in a relay race over a district rival. 

Continued dominance in a second relay race. 

These are just a few of the myriad of elements that fell in place in order for the Enterprise Outlaws girls track and field team to finally 

get what has eluded it for years — a state trophy. But the Outlaws didn’t just get any trophy. They grabbed the state title.

Ronald Bond/The Observer

Joseph’s Tyler Homan was the champion in the 1A boys 300 hurdles. 

Joseph boys get best-ever second-place finish; girls third

Ronald Bond/The Observer

Joseph’s Ellyse Tingelstad won both the 1A girls 1,500 

and 3,000 at state, repeating in both events. 

See Champs / Page 4C

See Third / Page 4CSee Second / Page 3C


