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time of 1:58.79, and Reagan Kruse,
Capra, Scott and Jensen won the
200 freestyle relay in 1:47.16, also
setting a meet record. The sister
combinations of Kennedy and
Reagan Kruse and Romayne and
Laramie Ricker took the 400 free-
style relay in 4:04.86, winning the
race by more than 23 seconds.

“The things I've been really
looking for in these early meets are
the relays, particularly on the girls
side, and I think that we’re well on
the way (to) locking in some fast
relays,” LHS head coach Darren
Dutto said. “Our goal is to put in
quick relays across all three events,
and we have a lot of depth (so) it
looks like that’s going to happen.

I thought the relays were particu-
larly good on the girls side.”

Kennedy Kruse, who individu-
ally added wins in the 200 free-
style (2:10.97) and 500 freestyle
(5:51.82), also called the relays a
strength of the team early on. In
addition to sweeping the top spots
in those three races, La Grande
had two relay teams take third.

“We all love relays. It helps the
team come together;” Kruse said.
“You're all pushing each other and
all on the same relay cheering for
each other”

Romayne Ricker, who added an
individual win in the 200 indi-
vidual medley in a record time of
2:17.85 and was second in the 100
backstroke in 1:06.71, agreed on
the strength of the relay teams.
The senior also spoke highly of the
team’s ability to compete well after
a week where “there was half of us
one day and maybe a quarter of us
another day” at practice.
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Kennedy Kruse won a pair of individual races and swam on a
winning relay Saturday for the La Grande girls swim team.

one come out here and do their best,
it means everything,” she said. “It’s
all positivity off the team. We feel
tired and sick, but when we build
each other up, you don't feel it.”

Scott, who won the 100 breast-
stroke (1:15.26) and took second
in the 100 butterfly (1:05.22), was
also pleased with the team perfor-
mances considering not only the ill-
nesses but that several swimmers
were changed up from their typical
events, including her swim in the
breaststroke.

“Our performances were pretty
great,” she said. “We've got a long
way to go, but for this point in the
season it’s pretty awesome.”

what Capra had added in her short
time with the team.

“She was a total surprise,” Scott
said. “She brings a lot of positivity,
alot of leadership. She’s totally
great. Not only does her skill level
contribute, but her overall being
a friend, being a teammate, just
really brings us all together. It's
really cool.”

The LHS girls had four addi-
tional second-place finishes — from
Jensen in the 50 freestyle (26.91),
Riley Weigand in the 200 free-
style (2:14.22) and 500 freestyle
(5:51.82), and Reagan Kruse in the
100 freestyle (1:00.15).

“We work all together and I just
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La Grande's Maria Capra, a foreign exchange student from Italy,
was in on four victories Saturday for theTigers.

cheer for each other. That is the
greatest part of our team, and I
believe that can lead to the team
doing great things,” Capra said.
The LHS boys, who were more
hampered by illness, scored 81
points to take second behind
Pendleton (110 points). The Tigers
picked up wins from Glenn Ricker
in the 100 butterfly (58.23) and
the 100 breaststroke (1:10.41).
LHS added second-place finishes

(Brembach, Max Huxoll, Cooper
and Gabriel Zamora). Zamora
individually was second in the 200
freestyle (2:11.30), and Thurman
was second in the 100 freestyle
(58.25).

“The guys side we were missing
four of the 12 guys. I was happy
(the boys team) just competed,
and a lot of the young guys really
stepped up,” Dutto said. “I thought
there were some great swims.”

from all three relay teams: the 200 Cove’s boys were fourth with
medley relay in 2:09.04 (James 23 points, getting wins on the day
Thurman, Jack Seydel, Ricker and ~ from Tim Koza in both the 200

Alex Larvik, the 200 freestyle relay
in 1:47.07 (Levy Brembach, Kobe
Cooper, Ricker and Thurman), and

freestyle (1:59.49) and the 100
backstroke (59.02) and a second-
place finish by Taylor Fox in the 50

“It was rough, and to have every- The senior also talked about love how we push each other, we the 400 freestyle relay in 4:17.53 freestyle (24.68).
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