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LA GRANDE — The La Grande 
High School swim team spent most of 
the week leading up to its home Decem-
ber Invitational 
battling illness.

Even with the 
team not back at 
100% Saturday, 
the LHS girls were strong enough to 
dominate.

The Tigers won nine of the 11 races, 
led by Maria Capra, who had a hand 
in four victories, and rolled to an easy 
win in Saturday’s meet with 167 points, 
well ahead of runner-up Pendleton (92 
points) and third-place Baker (37).

“I think the team did super good 
today. They did good even though the 
circumstances were not that good 
because everyone is sick,” said Capra, 
a foreign exchange student from Italy. 
“We really pushed hard.”

Capra, a senior who has added to the 
Tigers’ depth, won a pair of individual 
races — the 50-yard freestyle (25.77 
seconds) and the 100 freestyle (56.89), 
and helped La Grande’s sweep of the 
relay races. Capra, Romayne Ricker, 
Riana Scott and Kristal Jensen claimed 
the 200 medley relay in a meet record 
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LA GRANDE — Eastern Oregon 
University has named 
the head coach who 
will lead its reinstated 
baseball program.

Mike McInerney, 
who recently complet-
ed his eighth season 

as pitching coach at Western 
Oregon University, Monmouth, and 
also is the Wolves’ associate head 
coach, will head up the Moun-
taineers’ baseball program, the 
school on Friday confirmed for The 
Observer.

The offer is contingent on the 
completion of a background check 
and signing of an offer letter.

McInerney has been part of a 
program that has been a mainstay 
at the top of the NCAA Division II 
Great Northwest Athletic Confer-
ence. Western has a conference 
record of 153-58 in the last eight 
years. The Wolves have won five 
GNAC titles in that time, and at 
least five players in that span have 
been selected in the MLB draft, ac-

cording to the WOU website.
McInerney also coached at 

Missouri Western State Univer-
sity, Saint Joseph, Missouri, and 
Churchill High School in Eugene.

EOU will be McInerney’s first 
head-coaching post.

McInerney beat out a field of 
finalists that included Jim Horner, 
an assistant coach at Washington 

State University and a former 
minor league baseball player in the 
Seattle Mariners’ system. Horner 
had an impressive resume, as ac-
cording to the Cougars’ website he 
spent nine seasons playing in the 
Mariners’ farm system — reach-
ing as high as Triple-A Tacoma 
— and has had several coaching 
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ELGIN — Kenny 
Terry and Joe Lathrop both 
claimed individual titles 
Saturday to lead the Elgin 
Huskies to a fourth place at 
the John Rysdam Memorial 
Tournament.

Terry, who was coming off 
a third-place finish at the 
Muilenburg last weekend 
in La Grande, defeated Eli 
Bisenius of La Grande by a 
5-1 decision in the champi-
onship round at 126 pounds 
to finish 2-0 on the day.

Lathrop went 3-0 at 138, 
and earned a 7-0 decision 
over Weiser’s Braden Ed-
wards in the final.

The Huskies also had 
three runner-up efforts. Ga-
briel Hasbell went 2-1 with 
two pins to take second at 
113, while Reece McCon-
nell was 2-1 at 145, and 
Clayton Hammond was 1-1 
at 195. The five placers ac-
counted for all 90 of Elgin’s 
points for its fourth-place 
finish. Weiser was the team 
champion with 185 points, 
followed by Grant Union 
(128.5) and La Grande (92).

Union/Cove was fifth 
with 73 points and Imbler 
was seventh with 26.5.

La Grande didn’t finish 
with any individual cham-
pions, but had eight wres-
tlers place second or third. 
Taking second along with 
Bisenius, who went 1-1 at 
126, were Cole Shafer, who 
finished 2-1 with two pins 
as 132, Wyatt Livingston, 
who at 152 was also 2-1 
with two wins by fall, and 
Casey Cornford, who placed 
second at 170 with two 
wins by fall.

In third were Weston 
Durfee (3-1 at 113), Luca 
Willins (2-1 at 120), Ryan 
Jones (3-1 at 160B), and 
Lamar Ward (2-1 at 195).

Gage Martens and 
Carter Blackburn both 
earned top spots for Union/
Cove. Martens went 3-0 at 
106 with three wins by fall, 
and pinned Dan Henry in 
3:39 in the final. Blackburn 
had two wins by fall at 145, 
and in the final scored a 7-0 
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UNION — A few more seconds or 
a missed free throw late by the Crane 
Mustangs Saturday could have given 
the Union Bobcats the opportunity to 
complete an improbable comeback. 

But even the team’s effort to rally late 
pleased their head coach.

Union stormed back from down by 17 
points in the final 4:40 of the champi-
onship game in the Bobcat Christmas 
Classic, but fell just short, 47-46.

“That’s a great preseason game,” 
head coach Rhondie Rickman-Johansen 
said. “Crane’s a great team. I really 
respect (our players) for how much grit 
— that’s kind of our team motto this 
year — and how much heart they have 
to never quit. Some things went our 
way with Riley (Davis) fouling out and 
Kelsie (Siegner) fouling out. A couple 

seconds longer and it could have been a 
different game. My girls, I’m extremely 
proud of them.” 

Siegner, who led Crane with 23 
points, seemingly put the game out 
of reach after Davis, Crane’s 6-foot-1 
center, fouled out, scoring seven straight 
points for a 46-29 lead with 4:43 to play. 

Callie Glenn, who led all players with 
25 points, scored seven in a row, with 
her stepback 3-pointer — moments 
after Siegner picked up her fifth foul — 
cutting the deficit to 10 with less than 
three minutes to go. 

Then things got really interesting. 
Audrey Wells trimmed the margin 

to eight with two free throws with 2:09 
to play. Kylie Marriott, who scored all 
seven of her points in the fourth quar-
ter, had a putback to make it 46-40, and 

followed with a 3-point play to make it 
a one-possession game, 46-43, with 1:02 
to go.

Union got a stop, but missed on two 
attempts to draw closer. Taelor Ham-
mack put in a key free throw with 
9.8 seconds remaining to make it a 
four-point game, which proved vital as 
Glenn hit a 3 with three seconds left for 
the final margin.

“I’m so proud of them for that,” 
Rickman-Johansen said. “I have a 
group of girls who have a lot of fight in 
them. They will work for us until they 
can’t possibly go anymore. I think they’d 
run through a brick wall.”

Union gave Crane easily its toughest 
challenge of the year, as the Mustangs 
had won their first give contests by an 
average of 31 points. 

The Bobcats used a 10-0 run to close 
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Union’s Audrey Wells, left, drives baseline Saturday dur-

ing the girls title game at the Bobcat Christmas Classic.
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Elgin’s Joe Lathrop had a perfect weekend, winning at 

138 pounds at the John Rysdam Memorial in Elgin. 
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La Grande’s Riana Scott competes in the girls 100-yard breaststroke Saturday during La Grande’s December invita-

tional. Scott won the race and was part of two winning relays to help the LHS girls easily win the meet.

Huskies get two 
titles, take fourth 
in home tourney

Union’s furious rally falls one point short
Prep girls basketball
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La Grande’s Romayne Ricker competes Saturday in the girls 100-yard  

backstroke. 
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Illness can’t stop LHS
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