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tonight’s best

Guy Pearce

7:30 p.m. on FX
A Christmas Carol

Charles Dickens’ beloved Christmas
ghost story gets a spine-tingling make-
over in this new British adaptation
from writer Steven Knight, the scribe
behind such gritty British dramas as
“Peaky Blinders.” Guy Pearce (“Me-
mento”) stars as miserly Ebenezer
Scrooge, who is about to embark on

a dark night of the soul as the tale
opens. Others in this remake include
Andy Serkis as the Ghost of Christ-
mas Past, Joe Alwyn (“The Favourite”)
as Bob Cratchit, Scrooge’s put-upon
clerk; and Stephen Graham (“Line of
Duty”) as Jacob Marley, Scrooge’s
deceased partner.

8 p.m. on NBC
The 2020 Miss America Competition

Continuing a long tradition, 51 hope-
fuls from across the United States
compete in a series of categories for
potentially life-changing scholarships
in a pageant held at the Mohegan Sun
in Uncasville, Conn. The preliminary
competition encompasses private
interviews with judges, on-stage in-
terviews, a talent competition and a
“social impact pitch.” At the climax of
the evening, Miss America 2019, Nia
Franklin of New York, will crown her
successor.

8:30 p.m. on ABC
Prep & Landing: Naughty vs. Nice

The yuletide adventures of Christmas
elves Lanny and Wayne continue with
this animated special. With the Big 2-5
fast approaching, Wayne and Lanny
must race to recover classified North
Pole technology that has fallen into
the hands of a Naughty Kid. Desper-
ate to prevent Christmas from de-
scending into chaos, Wayne seeks out
the foremost Naughty Kid expert to aid
in the mission, a bombastic member
of the Coal Elf Brigade who’s also his
estranged brother, Noel.

9 p.m. on FOOD
Santa’s Baking Blizzard

In the season finale, “Santa’s Christ-
mas Eve,” host Casey Webb challeng-
es the three remaining teams of bak-
ers and ice sculptors to execute the
ultimate “Night Before Christmas” cake
display, one that prominently features
the red-clad right jolly old elf himself.
Judges Jocelyn Delk Adams, Amanda
Freitag and Zac Young evaluate their
finished work and decide which team
takes home the $25,000 prize.
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