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From wire reports

Initiative signature 
gathering starts

PORTLAND — Backers of 
an initiative to decriminalize 
small amounts of illicit drugs 
started collecting signatures 
in Portland this week.

The Oregonian/OregonLive 
reported advocates need 
112,020 signatures to qualify 
for the November 2020 ballot. 

Campaign manager Peter 
Zuckerman said the propo-
nents will decide to push 
ahead with the initiative 
depending on the success 
in collecting signatures this 
month.

The effort is called Initia-
tive Petition 44 or the 2020 
Drug Addiction Treatment 
and Recovery Act. It is 
backed by the Drug Policy 
Alliance, the same group be-
hind the 2014 ballot measure 
that legalized recreational 
marijuana in Oregon.

Bull elk, cow elk shot 
and left to waste; 
police seek tips 

TILLAMOOK — Oregon 
State Police are asking for 
the public’s help to fi nd 
whomever is responsible for 
shooting a bull elk and cow 
elk and leaving the carcasses 
to waste. 

KATU-TV reported Tilla-
mook Fish and Wildlife troop-
ers responded Wednesday to a 
report of a dead bull elk in an 
area known as Hembre Ridge. 

The bull elk was killed 
with a rifl e and no meat was 
removed, police said. A dead 
cow elk was found nearby. 
Police said it appeared both 
elk had been shot in the past 
few days. none of the meat 
was salvageable, police

Police ask anyone who was 
in the area or anyone who 
may have information to 
call the TIP line at 1-800-
452-7888, or (asterisk)OSP 
(677) and refer information 
to Trooper Charles Reeder. 
Information can also be 
emailed to TIP@state.or.us.

Man who ‘freaked 
out’ on plane, forced 
landing pleads guilty

PORTLAND — A Wash-
ington man who ingested 
methamphetamine before 
getting on a plane in Seattle 
and had what a prosecutor 
called a “freak out’’ on board 
pleaded guilty Thursday to 
interfering with crew mem-
bers after the California-
bound fl ight was forced to 
land in Portland.

The Oregonian/OregonLive 
reported Douglas Smyser, of 
Bonney Lake, is expected to 
face four months on home 
detention when sentenced in 
December.

Smyser, according to 
prosecutors, was headed to a 
drug rehab Feb. 13 in Malibu, 
California, when he ate meth 
before his Compass Air fl ight 
from Seattle. Smyser began 
pacing the aisle, refused to sit 
down and told a crew mem-
ber that someone had a gun, 
FBI agent Damon Bateson 
wrote in a complaint. The 
captain diverted the plane to 
Portland because the crew 
feared Smyser might rush the 
cockpit, the complaint says.

Name released of 
deputy who shot man 
after chase in Bend

BEND — The Deschutes 
County District Attorney’s 
Offi ce has released the name 
of the deputy who shot a 
28-year-old man Friday near 
a Bend shopping mall.

Clint Baltzor, who has 
been with the county sheriff’s 
offi ce for 12 years, remains 
on paid leave as the District 
Attorney’s Offi ce continues 
an investigation. 

Baltzor shot Bend resi-
dent Adam Gilliam after he 
allegedly stole a vehicle from 
a homeless shelter and led 
police on a short chase.

— The Associated Press
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SALEM — The second of four 
increases in the gas tax goes into 
effect Jan. 1. The increase is part of 
House Bill 2017, the “Keep Oregon 
Moving” act the Oregon Legislature 
passed in 2017.

This is the second 4-cents-per-
gallon increase. The fi rst went into 
effect in 2018.

Under the new law, Oregon law-
makers set requirement the Oregon 
Department of Transportation and 
Oregon cities and counties must 
meet to trigger the increase. The 
Oregon Transportation Commission 
sent the Legislature a report outlin-
ing how ODOT and local govern-
ments met those requirements. Two 
more 2-cent gas tax increases in 
2022 and 2024 are on deck—but if 
ODOT meets additional account-
ability requirements for a total of 10 
cents.

The legislation tied the gas tax 

increases to ODOT completing two 
specifi c projects to help address 
congestion on I-205. The state road 
department also worked with Or-
egon cities and counties to produce 
a website detailing the condition 
of the major roads and all Oregon 
bridges. The site grades the major 
roads in and through communities 
as good, fair or poor so people can 
see what they’re getting for their 
increased taxes.

ODOT also had to provide a list of 
shovel-ready projects that could be 
constructed with additional funds 
and report on the agency’s efforts 
to address congestion through a 
number of other important projects 
in the Portland metro region.

At full implementation in 2024, 
Oregon’s gas tax will be 40 cents a 
gallon, still less than the gas tax in 
either Washington or California. The 
law also allows counties and cities to 
add their own local gas tax.

Gas tax increase begins New Year’s Day
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SALEM — Oregon resi-
dents starting Jan. 1, 2020, 
no longer will have to apply 
new address stickers on 
their driver license, permit 

or ID card.
Under Senate Bill 57, 

which the 2019 Oregon 
Legislature passed, Oregon 
joined the vast majority of 
states in ending the use 

of address stickers. The 
Oregon Driver and Motor 
Vehicle Services division 
announced Monday it will 
cease mailing the labels 
with new address for chang-
es of address it receives after 
Dec. 31.

The DMV in a news re-
lease estimated the change 
will save $550,000 a year in 
printing and postage costs. 
That savings will go into the 
State Highway Fund to sup-
port local and state roads.

Oregon law requires 
driver license, permit and 
ID card holders to fi le a 
change of address with Mo-
tor Vehicle Services within 
30 days of moving to a new 
address within Oregon. You 
can fi le a change of address 
for free at OregonDMV.com/
dmv2u.

It is important to keep 
your address up to date with 
DMV so you receive vital 
information such as driver 
license and vehicle registra-

tion renewal reminders. In 
a traffi c stop by law enforce-
ment, offi cers can ask if 
the address on your card is 
current and verify it from 
inside their patrol vehicle.

Before SB 57, Oregon was 
one of three states that 
required cardholders to 
place a new address sticker 
on their license, permit or ID 
card. As of Jan. 1, only 
Connecticut and Michigan 
will require the use of 
stickers.

Oregon ends use 
of driver license, 
ID address labels
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