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Woman is reluctant to tell fiance about new religion

DEAR ABBY: I am a woman in my 30s
with a good head on my shoulders, but I
have a dilemma. I recently became Wiccan,
and I'm hiding my new religion from my
fiance.

I was raised Protestant but have drifted
away from Christianity. My fiance was
raised Catholic but no longer practices.
He’s not actively involved in any religion,
but I'm worried about how he will react to
learning that I'm now a “witch,” which is
Just a broad term for anyone
who follows the Wiccan spir-
itual path. I don’t want him
to think I've lost my mind,
but I also can’t keep hiding
my beliefs from him. Secrets
are never a positive thing in a relationship,
but I'm worried about how this news will
be received. Please help.

— WEST VIRGINIA WICCAN

DEAR WICCAN: I agree this isn’t a se-
cret you should keep. If it were me, I would
start disclosing the information slowly,
sharing Wiccan literature, telling him I
found it fascinating, and sharing a few of
the principles with him. Refrain from hit-
ting him over the head with an announce-
ment of your conversion and it will be less
shocking.

DEAR ABBY: I have a new boss. He is a
very nice man. With the Christmas season
approaching, how do I communicate to
him that I do not want to exchange gifts? I
don’t want him to feel obligated to give me
anything. It may be presumptuous of me to
think he may want to. I believe this is his
first supervisory position, and he may not
even think about gifts.

We have very little contact. I have been the
receptionist for our building for many years
and do not require much supervision. We
are in different parts of the building, and he
stops by occasionally to see how I'm doing.
My previous boss, a woman I reported to
for many years, and I would exchange gifts
because we were friends.

— CORDIAL IN TEXAS

DEAR CORDIAL: I do not recommend
mentioning gifts to your new boss. It is
entirely possible that he won’t be gifting
you anything this Christmas. However,
on the chance that he might, keep a little

DEAR
ABBY

something in your desk drawer just in case.
A small, prepackaged fruitcake might be
nice. You can always use it as a doorstop or
a hockey puck if he doesn’t drop by with a
gift in hand.

DEAR ABBY: Why do women stop hav-
ing sex after marriage? This is my second
marriage. We have been married two years,
and to date we have had sex three times.
Before marriage we had a great sex life,
but the day I said “I do” it
stopped. I'm not the only
man who is faced with this
problem.

— NEED AN ANSWER

DEAR NEED: Something
is wrong with this picture. Not all women
stop having sex after marriage. The two of
you are long overdue for a frank conversa-
tion because this isn’t fair to you. Could
your wife’s lack of interest be medical or
emotional? Do you get along otherwise?
Did this happen with your first wife, too?

If the answer to that question is yes, your
technique may need some polishing, or your
wives may not have enjoyed sex before or
after your weddings.

DEAR ABBY: My 40-year-old son has
been in a volatile on-again, off-again rela-
tionship with a woman who has physically
and emotionally abused him repeatedly.
He’s an Iraq War veteran with issues of his
own, including a previous marriage and
messy divorce from a narcissistic woman.
They share custody of two grade school-age
children.

The current woman has grown chil-
dren, plus a pre-teen boy (with issues
also). The last time they split up, my hus-
band made it clear that she would never
be welcome in our home again because of
her violent temper. We don’t condone that
behavior.

Our son has now decided he thinks he
“loves her.” He wants us to give our bless-
ing, including having her in our home and
being one big happy family. We are sure this
“reunion” will come with her assurances
that she has changed, and it will never hap-
pen again.

Abby, we want our son to be happy, but
we recognize that a leopard doesn’t change

her spots. We also don’t want our young
grandchildren in a toxic environment again.
What should we do? Please don'’t tell me he
needs to go to counseling because he says he
is. Help!

— SEEING CLEARLY IN NEW YORK

DEAR SEEING: When you stated that

your son is asking you for your blessing,
including having this woman in your home
and being one big happy family, did he
mean living there with you? If that’s not

the case, you can bless it, but your answer
should be no if it means they will live under
your roof. It would be healthier for all of
you if they have living arrangements of
their own. That way, you can see her only
when she is on her good behavior, and if
she backslides, the drama won’t be in your
home. The added bonus is that your son
will have a refuge if he needs it. (I'd give
anything to know how his therapist views
this.)
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BLACK FRIDAY EVENT
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on BEAUTYREST® HYBRID and BEAUTYREST®
PLATINUM™ mattresses and adjustable sets.

Svanfiret

* Free Delivery - In-Store Credit
+ 70 Store Buying Power
- Decorating Assistance

HOURS:Mon. - Fri.
9:30 am-6:30 pm
Sat. 9:30 am-5:30 pm
Sun. 12 noon-4 pm

1520 ADAMS AVENUE
La GRANDE, OREGON 97850
(541) 963-4144 - 888-449-2704




