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 Celebrating all our Nurse Practitioners (NPs) throughout  
GRANDE RONDE HOSPITAL AND CLINICS providing patient-centered, 
accessible, high-quality, health care each and every day. Thank you,  

GRH NPs for the care you provide to our community!  
NP practice offers a unique combination of nursing and health care service to patients. Focusing not only on diagnosing  

and managing acute and chronic illness, NPs integrate health promotion, disease prevention, counseling and patient  
education to help patients make smarter health and lifestyle choices and to understand their complete health picture.  

DERMATOLOGY 

Heather Brock, FNP-C, DCNP 

Casey Nichols, FNP-BC, DCNP 

EMERGENCY MEDICINE 

Courtney Travis, NP-C 

Scott Widener, NP-C 

FAMILY MEDICINE 

Jan Atigbi-Hansen, NP-C 

Megan Brassine, NP-C 

Lindsay Crawford, NP-C 

Korrie Dubray, AGPCNP-C 

Raylene Eisele, NP-C 

Jamie Jo Haddock, FNP-C 

Jared Hulme, NP-C, DNP 

Cosette Turnbow, FNP 

GYNECOLOGY 

Jill Parsons-Chaffee, WHCNP 

HOSPICE 

Lea Carpenter, AGNP 

 

 

NEUROLOGY 

Carly Gray, ANP-C 

Karyanne Spangler, NP-C 

ORTHOPEDICS 

Clay Hill, NP-C, DC 

PEDIATRICS 

Macey Clark, CPNP-PC 

Monica Hill, FNP-C 

WOUND CARE 

Roxanne Stephens, NP-C, CWON 
National NP Week, November 10-16 
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He feels it is time to return 
to that focus.

“I left the business in the 
hands of my family and 
employees and since then 
our volume of business has 
doubled,” Barreto said. “That 
is what happens when you 
hire excellent people.”

His announcement not 
to run again comes on the 
heels of losing his place in the 
House Republican leadership.

The caucus in September 
elected Rep. Daniel Bon-
ham, The Dalles, to replace 
Barreto and voted out Carl 
Wilson of Grants Pass from 
minority leader in favor of 
freshman Rep. Christine 
Drazan of Canby. Barreto 
said losing the leadership 
spot made stepping away an 
easier choice.

“If I would have stayed 
in leadership, I would have 
stayed another term,” he 
said.

When Wilson lost, Barreto 
said he felt no obligation to 
hang on as deputy.

Barreto is a staunch 
conservative, and despite 
being in the political minor-
ity, he said he succeeded in 
reaching across the aisle and 
got along with members of 

both parties. He said there is 
defi nitely partisanship in the 
Legislature but basic cour-
tesy can help overcome it.

“If you respect them, they 
will respect you,” he said.

He alluded to the fact 
Republicans have less 
infl uence as Democrats gain 
more control of the Legisla-
ture. The Democrats picked 
up three seats in the 2108 
House elections, giving them 
the supermajority they need 
to help raise taxes.

“The party in power dic-
tates the ultimate future of 
the state,” Barreto said.

Fellow Republican Rep. 
Greg Smith of Heppner said 
Barreto “was a good repre-
sentative of the conservative 
Republicans of District 58.”

Republican state Sen. Bill 
Hansell of Athena said he 
and Barreto worked together 
on a number of issues.

“I will miss him,” Hansell 
said. “Greg is a good legisla-
tor and a good friend.”

Barreto still has a year 
and two months to serve. He 
said a big part of working 
in leadership was recruit-
ing candidates and that’s 
something he will turn his 
attention to for the district.

The candidacy fi ling 
deadline is not until March 
10, 2020.

co-chairperson of the Stop B2H 
Coalition, said Thursday the group 
fi led the lawsuit because of a 
pending legal deadline to challenge 
the BLM’s authorization of the 
proposed route.

The BLM’s Record of Decision 
for B2H was signed Nov. 17, 2017. 
Kreider said legal challenges to 
that decision must be fi led within 
two years.

“We had until this Friday to do 
something,” Kreider said. “The 
clock was running out.”

He said the Stop B2H Coali-
tion had sought to avoid litigation 
by sending a letter to the BLM on 
Oct. 2 asking the agency to write a 
supplemental environmental impact 
statement that takes into account 
information about the possible effects 
of the power line that the coalition 
has gathered since 2017.

That letter reads, in part, “New 
information available since the 
(environmental impact statement) 
and (Record of Decision) were 
issued shows that the IPC (Idaho 
Power) cannot justify its ‘need’ for 
the B2H Project, and therefore it is 
unreasonable that BLM allow the 
project to proceed.”

Kreider said the coalition didn’t 
receive a response from the BLM.

“The only thing we could do was 
fi le litigation to keep this alive,” he 
said, referring to the coalition’s chal-
lenge to the BLM’s 2017 decision.

A lawsuit was not the group’s 

preferred option, Kreider said.
“Going to court’s going to cost us 

a lot of money,” he said.
The plaintiffs, who include Kre-

ider and his wife, Fuji Kreider, who 
live less than half a mile from the 
proposed power line route, and Gail 
Carbiener of Bend, a member of the 
Oregon-California Trails Associa-
tion, are represented by Portland 
attorneys David H. Becker, Oliver 
J. H. Stiefel and Maura C. Fahey.

Idaho Power is not a defendant 
in the lawsuit.

The defendants are the BLM, 
Theresa Hanley, the agency’s act-
ing state director for Oregon and 
Washington, the U.S. Forest Service 
and Tom Montoya, supervisor of 
the Wallowa-Whitman National 
Forest.

Jordan Rodriguez, a communica-
tions specialist for Idaho Power, 
said the company does not have 
a specifi c response to the lawsuit 
because the company is not a 
defendant.

“B2H remains an important 
priority for Idaho Power as we 
continue toward our goal of provid-
ing 100% clean, renewable energy 
by 2045,” Rodriguez said. “We are 
continuing to work through the 
permitting process.”

In the lawsuit, the plaintiffs 
contend Idaho Power’s proposed 
route near La Grande is different 
from the route listed during the 
BLM’s review prior to the agency’s 
decision.

“There has been a lot of new in-
formation about the project’s likely 

destructive impacts on Eastern 
Oregon,” Jim Kreider said. “We 
are trying to prevent catastrophic 
damage to our public and private 
lands by an out-of-state corpora-
tion which prioritizes profi ts for its 
shareholders.”

The plaintiffs also claim the 
BLM’s 2017 decision fails to take 
into account more recent data 
about declining populations of sage 
grouse in Baker County.

The lawsuit also cites potential 
public safety hazards along the 
proposed route, including plans 
to erect towers on unstable slopes 

and creating excessive noise near 
homes, recreation areas and camp-
grounds.

The plaintiffs cite concerns that 
Baker County opponents to B2H 
have expressed since the power 
line was fi rst proposed more than a 
decade ago — that the power line, 
and its towers up to 170 feet tall, 
would mar views from the Oregon 
Trail Interpretive Center.

The BLM manages the center, 
which opened in 1992 and has 
attracted more than 2.3 million 
visitors.

Critics tried to persuade the 

BLM to require Idaho Power to 
bury the line near the Interpre-
tive Center. The current proposed 
route would run the power line 
between the Interpretive Center 
and Interstate 84, along the route 
of an existing power line that 
crosses Highway 86 on Flagstaff 
Hill, about three miles east of 
Baker City.

Other issues cited in the lawsuit 
include:

•฀Wildfi฀re฀danger.฀The฀lawsuit฀
reads: “The (environmental impact 
statement) also did not take a ‘hard 
look’ at the risk of wildfi re dam-
age from the B2H transmission 
line. Signifi cant new information, 
including the November 2018 
Camp Fire in Paradise, Califor-
nia, that resulted in 85 fatalities 
and which was sparked by power 
transmission lines. ... illustrates the 
potential danger...”

•฀Mill฀Creek฀alternative฀route,฀
which is within 2,000 feet of the 
La Grande city limits. The lawsuit 
reads: “The (environmental impact 
statement’s) discussion of geologic 
hazards and slope instability ... 
does not disclose suffi cient informa-
tion about potential dangers. ... Sig-
nifi cant new information, much of 
it developed in the (Oregon facility 
siting process) where Idaho Power 
fi rst disclosed some of the likely 
impacts, shows that the geologic 
hazards and slope instability of the 
proposed transmission line near La 
Grande pose greater threats to hu-
man safety than disclosed in (the 
environmental impact statement).”

membership. Until then, 
the buildings were owned 
by the church congregation. 
Ownership, however, au-
tomatically reverted to the 
Conference after the church 
closed. The decision to sell 
the complex — the church 
building and its fellowship 
hall and parsonage — was 
made earlier this month.

The Conference had con-
sidered renting the complex 
to the Cove-Union-Powder 
Health Association. CUP 
had a verbal agreement 
with the Oregon-Idaho 
Conference for renting the 
fellowship hall and the 
church, according to CUP 
Treasurer Marty McKeon. 
This agreement, though, 
could not be fi nalized for 
fi nancial reasons. McKeon 
said CUP could not afford 
the rent the Conference 
requested or the insurance 
it would have to pay.

Now that the buildings 
are for sale, the process of 
dispersing the church’s fur-
nishings, books, paintings, 
old photographs, worship 
items and much more is 
beginning. Items volunteers 
are working with include a 
painting of Jesus donated 
to the church decades ago 
by the parents of a son who 
died during World War II 
and a framed list of the 
names of all the pastors 
who have served the Union 
United Methodist Church.

About 10 church volun-
teers were at the church 
Wednesday organizing 
items for a public sale set 
for Nov. 22. It is a painful 
process for many because 
their family roots are tied to 
the church.

“There are lots of broken 
hearts around here,” said 
Carolyn Young, whose par-
ents celebrated their 50th 
anniversary in the church.

Julie Bodfi sh of La 
Grande, who picked up a 
bookcase her family had 
donated to the church many 
years ago, shares Young’s 
sentiment. 

“My family started going 
here long ago. It is so sad to 
see it evaporate,” she said. 

Sean Crews, who serves 
as the coordinator of 
Northeast Oregon’s Method-
ist Churches, observed the 
same thing Wednesday.

“It’s not easy,” he said. 
“Many have invested their 
lives in this church.”

Crews said those working 
at the Union church are ex-
periencing grief but they are 
also showing resilience by 
coming there and working. 

“They do not have to be 
here,” he said on Wednesday.

On a brighter note, Hall 
said the Conference will 
be providing funds for a 
permanent Union United 
Methodist Church memo-
rial. The memorial could be 
in a number of forms includ-
ing a wall.

A sale of the old church’s 
items will be conducted 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Nov. 22 inside its fellowship 
hall. The sale will take place 
in conjunction with a shred-
ding fundraiser being con-
ducted by the members of 
the former church’s congre-
gation. A shredding service 
will at the church from 
10 a.m. to noon on Nov. 22, 
and the public may bring 
documents to be shredded 

for a donation. 
Funds raised by the 

shredding donations and 
the sale will go to the senior 
and community meals pro-
gram in Union. For years, 
senior meals were served 
in the church’s fellowship 
hall each Tuesday. After 
the Conference assumed 
ownership of the buildings, 
the meals continued to be 
served there, thanks to a 
verbal agreement between 
the CUP Health Association 
and the Conference.

The meals are now being 
provided at the VFW Hall 
by CUP, which began serv-
ing the meals there when 
the church buildings were 
put up for sale. 

Kristen Caldwell, a 
spokesperson for the 
Oregon-Idaho Methodist 
Annual Conference, said it 
supports in spirit the senior 
meals program.  

“We consider (serving) 
seniors to be a ministry,” 
Caldwell said.

She said the Conference 
wants everything to work 
out for the best for Union 
and the historic church 
buildings.

“Hopefully we will be able 
to fi nd a good buyer who 
will be faithful to the Union 
community,” Caldwell said. 

Dick Mason/The Observer

The Union United Methodist Church has been put up 

for sale by the Oregon-Idaho Conference of the United 

Methodist Church.  
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A crew works on a transmission line tower outside of Boardman in 
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