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DEAR ABBY: I have a friend who lived in
my home most of the time for about six years.
During that period, she rented out rooms in
her house. She paid her bills, and I paid mine,
but I covered her living off me. At the time, it
didn’t bother me much because I could afford
it, although I would have preferred to save
that money.

I have since sold that house
and bought my dream retire-
ment home in another state.

Nouw, I stay with her; and her
renters have moved out. It’s
unpleasant sometimes because when she gets
drunk she accuses me of using her: (It’s true, I
am.) Is it OK to use her by staying in her home
without really liking her much? I feel it's my
turn to leech, and I'd like to stick it out until I
retire in about a year.

— WAITING TO MOVE

DEAR WAITING: It's OK with me as long as
it's OK with you. But don't kid yourself. You're
not living there rent-free. Tolerating an un-
pleasant drunk is the price you're paying, and
only you can determine whether it's worth it.

DEAR ABBY: I'm originally from another
country and have been living in the U.S. for
about a decade. Is there a rule of etiquette for
kids’ play dates?

Quite often, I have invited my child’s school
friends or the neighbor children to my home
for play dates, but their parents never return
the courtesy. If my child wants to keep hav-
ing play dates with those children, should I
continue inviting them?

1 sometimes feel I could be making the
parents uncomjfortable, but I feel my child’s
socialization is more important than what
the other parents might think. Am I setting
myself up for abuse from those other parents
by sending the message that I don’t mind
always being the host?

— CONFUSED MOTHER

DEAR CONFUSED: Kudos to you for
helping your child to socialize and inviting
the children into your home. However, not all
parents feel as comfortable as you do about
having children over, or are as able to do so.
Whether or not you are being taken advan-
tage of, I can’t say. But perhaps it’s better that

you have the children in your home where
you can observe and supervise what's going
on than they be someplace where you can't.

DEAR ABBY: Ten months ago, I searched
for my birth mother and made contact. We
corresponded via letters. She was terminally

ill and preferred to keep me

a secret from her children. I
DEAR understood her feelings and
ABBY respected her wishes.

She passed away last month,
and her husband sent a letter
notifying me. My question is: How long should
T wait before reaching out to my siblings?
— REACHING OUT IN MAINE
DEAR REACHING OUT: Do so at any
time you wish, but be prepared for them
to be shocked and possibly disbelieving.
It would have been better had your birth
mother prepared them before her death, but
since she didn’t, I see no reason why you
should remain a guilty secret.

DEAR ABBY: 1 am a Southern belle who
was given two “first” names, such as Mary
Lou (Peggy Sue, Betty Ann, Bobbi Jo, etc.). All
my life the second half of my first name has
been dropped. When I sign in at a doctor’s
office as “Mary Lou,” it never fails that when
I'm called or the receptionist looks at my
records, my name is listed as Mary even after
I have explained that my name is Mary Lou.
Can you please tell me what I can say so they
will remember that I have two first names?

— NOT JUST MARY, IN THE SOUTH

DEAR NOT JUST MARY: Try this the
next time it happens. Look the person in the
eye and say, “I prefer to be called by my full
name. It's Mary Lou, not Mary. Please note
that in your computer so we can be clear
about it.”

DEAR VETERANS: For your service to
our nation, I salute you. My thanks to each
of you on this Veterans Day. You are the
personification of patriotism, self-sacrifice
and dedication to our country. Today I would
also like to recognize your families for the
sacrifices they, too, have made.

— Love, Abby

Only $8.00 Each (reg. price $10.00 ea.)
If you are a subscriber to The Observer you can purchase
your tickets at
The Observer office

Monday 11/11/19 - Wednesday 11/27/19

Offer good thru 11/27/19. Advance ticket purchase
is highly recommended.
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® EO—?&lj&éi?lﬂgamr)gr Choir/
Afgican Drumming Ensembl®
e 45thParallel @
Grande Ronde Community Choir ®
Grande Ronde Symphony Orchestra®
Community Band Northeast
EOU Fiddle Ensemble

Elgin High School Calypso Band

@
EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY

McKenzie Theatre ¢ two performances
Saturday, December 7 - 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 8 - 3:00 p.m.
Adults $10.00  Seniors and Students $8.00

Tickets available at Red Cross Drug and The EOU
Bookstore. Advanced ticket purchase is highly recommended.

gponsowl J
Koza ?ami[y
Dental Care

Purchase tickets online for $10 each with credit card
at eou.edu/music.

Net proceeds benefit the music funds in the EOU Foundation.

For more information,
contact Peter Wordelman at 541-962-3352
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Peautyrest

VETERANS DAY EVENT
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on BEAUTYREST® HYBRID and BEAUTYREST®
PLATINUM™ mattresses and adjustable sets.

SAVE NOW ON THE ENTIRE
BEAUTYREST® LINE OF FINE BEDDING

- Free Delivery - In-Store Credit
- 70 Store Buying Power
- Decorating Assistance

HOURS:Mon. - Fri.
9:30 am-6:30 pm
Sat. 9:30 am-5:30 pm
Sun. 12 noon-4 pm

1520 ADAMS AVENUE
La GRANDE, OREGON 97850
(541) 963-4144 - 888-449-2704




