Roadblock!

Photo by Jim Ward
Young bighorn sheep rams move along the shoulder of the Burnt River Canyon Road just west of Durkee in Baker
County. Bighorns were introduced to the Burnt River Canyon in 1987 Today, the herd numbers around 130 animals
and they are perhaps the easiest bighorns to observe and photograph in the state. A good time to see them is in late
winter. Take Interstate 84 exit 327 to Durkee and proceed west on Burnt River Canyon Lane. A 21-mile drive through
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Photo by Ethan Shaw
Wind flowing over mountains can create distinc-
tive cloud shapes.

WIND

Continued from Page 1B

Cornices are those snow furls overhanging the lees of
ridges and peaks, looking much like breaking white-
caps. They arise as wind drives snow across exposed
crests; the obstacle forms an eddy in the windstream
and thus a fallout of snow on the leeward slope. Snow-
storms and simply episodes of windblown snow will
build up these young cornices, layer by layer.

Asymmetrical, “hogback”-plan landforms with their
gentle slope to the windward and their steep one to
the leeward grow the biggest, gnarliest cornices. Those
include ridges scalloped on their east or north sides by
steep-walled cirques, and mountain horns whittled by
glacial ice. We've got plenty of both in the Wallowas and
Elkhorns.

It’s worth emphasizing what any sensible mountain-
eer knows: Cornices — jutting out savagely over the
void — are as lethal as they are gorgeous. Tempting
as it is to peer over their lip at the scenic plunges they
overlook, don’t do it.

this spectacular canyon will end up at the small community of Bridgeport. See Wind / Page 3B
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In recent years, a lot of
misconceptions about the
Chinese in Oregon have been
corrected — the extent of
the mining operations, who
was running the mines. And
even when historians began
to acknowledge the role the
Chinese played in Oregon
mining, Hann said many still
assumed that Chinese miners
were laborers working for
white-owned mining compa-
nies. But that wasn’t the case.
They ran their own compa-
nies, and as many as 70% of
the miners in the area could
have been Chinese.

“The fact that these popula-
tions aren’t represented now
means that it’s even more im-
portant for us to understand
their historical contribution
and acknowledge it,” Rose
said.

Chinese people thrived for
a time in Oregon. They built
infrastructure, established
communities and funneled
gold into the economy. And
then, a suite of policies, target-
ing one ethnic group, erased
much of their history.

But, Rose said, they lived,
worked, made friends and
built lives. “Their stories
deserve to be told.”




