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Teen self-conscious about his
body hesitates to start dating

DEAR ABBY: I'm a 19-year-old male and
suffer from a predicament. Let’s just say my
“package has been delivered undersized.” It
is depressing, and it has held me back from
going after girls. I decline dates because I feel

DEAR ABBY: My husband and I have
been married for only a few months, and I
think he is already losing interest. He has
stopped saying I love you and hasn’t kissed
me or given me any affection in weeks. I'm

THE WEST

By Seth Borenstein

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — For

so self-conscious. afraid he is falling out of love with me, much of the United States,
Now, people are starting to ask me why I although I have done everything possible to invasive grass species are
haven’t had a girlfriend yet. The truth is, T'm  keep the love flowing. Am I doing something making wildfires more

terrified about the reaction I'll get if I ever
end up in the bedroom. I'm still a virgin be-

cause of this large (yet small) to save this marriage. study finds.
dilemma. Do you have any — DESPERATE WIFE Twelve non-native spe-
advice on what I should do to DEAR DEAR DESPERATE: cies act as “ittle arsonist
fix this? | ABBY Rather than try to read your grasses,” said study co-
—SMALL PROBLEM husband’s mind or guess the author Bethany Bradley, a
INTHE USA reason for his change in be- University of Massachusetts
DEAR SMALL PROBLEM: As amatter ~ havior, ask him calmly about it. His change professor of environmental

wrong, or am I becoming unattractive?
Please tell me what to do, Abby. I really want

frequent, especially in

fire-prone California, a new

of fact, I do. Males (and females, too) comein  in behavior may have nothing to do with conservation.
a variety of sizes, and there is a broad range  you or the state of your marriage. He may Wherever the com-
that defines “normal.” Because this bothers  be stressed about something, but you will mon Mediterranean grass The Associated Press file photo

you to the extent that you are afraid of a
normal social life, pay a visit to your doctor
to have an honest discussion.

Size does not necessarily dictate the
degree of satisfaction a couple can achieve,

never know unless you ask.

DEAR ABBY: I have a grocery store
etiquette question. I become really offended
when I'm unloading my groceries onto the

invades, including Califor-

nia’s southern desert, fires

flare up three times more

often. And cheatgrass, which

covers about one-third of

This 2005 photo provided by Bethany Bradley shows
cheatgrass, at right, invading shrubs, left, near
Lovelock, Nev. A new study finds that for much of the

United States, invasive grass species, such as cheat-

grass, are making wildfires more frequent, especially in

and you can take that statement to the conveyor belt at checkout and — before the Intermountain West, fire-prone California.
bank. I'm finished — another shopper comes up is a big-time fire promoter,
behind me and begins unloading hers. It Bradley said. are more shrubs and grasses  invasive and more flamma-
DEAR ABBY: My wife and I are 70, mar-  leaves me not enough room to finish unload- “T'would not be surprised  than forests, despite what ble grasses, Bradley said.
ried 44 years and have one adult child. My ing mine! I think it’s rude, and it baffles me at all if invasive grasses are ~ President Donald Trump The study in Monday’s
wife has four friends she meets for coffee once  that so many people do it. Is it impolite to tell playing a role in the current  tweeted over the weekend. journal Proceedings of
a month. One of them mentioned at the gath-  them they are being rude? Or is it dangerous fires but I don’t think we can “This is a global problem,”  the National Academy of
ering how proud I am of our son, who has these days? attribute to them directly,” said University of Alberta Sciences looks at the con-
lost 80 pounds due to a disciplined change in — GOING AS FASTAS I CAN Bradley said. fire expert Mike Flannigan,  nections between a dozen
his lifestyle. DEAR GOING: It wouldn't be impolite University of Utah fire who wasn't part of the study  species of invasive grasses
My wife was embarrassed that I told her or dangerous to tell the person behind you expert Phil Dennison, who but said it makes sense. “I and fires nationwide, finding
friend. I thought it was a good thing. My that you haven't finished unloading your wasn't part of the study but  think with climate change fires occur more often in
wife said it made her look bad in the eyes of ~ purchases and to please stop. I do, however, says it makes sense, said, and human assistance we places with the non-native
her friends, who all portray their children think you should suppress the urge to “In a lot of ways, Califor- are moving to a grass world.  grasses. But the study did

as without-blemish-perfect. I told my wife I lecture the person about manners unless nia was ground zero for One region they should have  not find a link between inva-
thought she was very insecure. I am confused ~ you're looking for an argument. invasive grasses. Much of mentioned is Hawaii where  sive grasses and the size of
about her reaction. Can you give me any If this happens often, talk to the store California’s native peren- wildfires are increasing in the fires.
insight? manager about it. In some businesses there nial grassland was replaced  large part due to invasive Four of these species,
—IT'SA GOODTHING is a mark on the floor indicating where by Mediterranean annual grasses.” including cheatgrass and
DEAR GOOD THING: You did nothing shoppers should stand while waiting for grasses over a century ago. Invasive species are common Mediterranean
wrong. Your son’s achievement is significant  the person ahead to complete his or her This study doesn’t look spreading more because of grass, are in California.
and to be applauded. Your wife may have purchase. at invasive grasses in the climate change as warmer These grasses get dry and
preferred her friends not know that her son areas that are burning in weather moves into new then watch out, Fusco said.
had a severe weight problem, although if Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van California, but invasive areas, said study lead “When you start a fire
they are all “good” friends and any of them Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips, and grasses are contributingto  author Emily Fusco, alsoof ~ normally you want kin-

had seen him, it would have been obvious. was founded by her mother; Pauline Phillips. the fires there.” the University of Massachu-  dling,” Fusco said. “The
Not knowing your wife, I can’t offer more Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or Experts say the areas setts. New England and the ~ grasses are, more or less,
insight than that. PO. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. burning now in California Mid-Atlantic are seeing new  like kindling.”
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