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“I'm really lucky to have
had a dad who was actually
building these things,” Baxter
said.

These are the connections
— to a special place and to his
father — that prompted Bax-
ter to write “Trails, Bridges &
Blizzards” in 2018.

As its title implies, the
148-page book chronicles
Reynold’s Forest Service
career. But it’s also a memoir
of Farel’s experiences on the
same trails and at the same
peaks, passes and lakes
where his father worked and
played.

Baxter was able to as-
semble this collection of
anecdotes largely because of
his affinity, dating to his boy-
hood, of keeping every scrap
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This photo was taken in 1957 while Farel Baxter’s father, Reynolds, was building a
bridge over Eagle Creek north of Boulder Park.The logs are heavy green tamaracks,

Farel Baxter wrote in his book, “Trails, Bridges & Blizzards!”
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an extensive family history, ~ mile, multi-day treks through ~ “While we dallied here for a packs constructed of light but  of the tens of thousands of ence, if they just get a little
as well as a collection of short  one of the most scenic places  hit I reflected again upon the  sturdy alloys and fabrics. chunks that Baxter stacks taste.”
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“He'd fill me in and I'd take He describes many back-  of 62 years — is that the small fraction of canned veg-  like those his father guided.  prised if that week in the
out my maps to follow along  packing adventures in his 1948 group both rode horses  etables, are much less taxing. “It’s life-changing, I think,”  Eagle Cap Wilderness had a
where he had been.” book, including one in 2010 and relied on the animals to “Those were heavy packs ~ Baxter said of these treks. lasting, and profound, effect
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S H ARP question. How do I obtain the you employed on the diamond  stone, use warm soapy water ~ Amazon Kindle titled “Knife Knife-sharpening
correct angle? Good ques- stone until the edge feels and arag. Sharpening” that goes into video on YouTube. Go to
Continued from Page 1A tion. Here’s a trick that will ~ smooth. When it feels smooth T have an article on deeper detail. RonSpomerOutdoors.

So how many times should  help you. Get a semi-finetip  as glass, then test it by slicing
you stroke the knife on each  Sharpie. Mark along the edge  a piece of paper. 6 9TH PRESENTED BY TOYOTA e Benefitting the Bogus Basin Ski Education Foundation
side? It doesn’t matter but of the knife. Now grind on Most boning knives and
everyone does three times each side once and look at the fish fillet knives are going to ANNUAL
so just do that or you'll freak  edge. If only half of the mark  be made of softer metal. So
everyone out. You will tend to  is gone, that tells you that you to sharpen one of them you'll
have a smaller angle asyou  need to drop the spine down  want to start right off on an
get into the curvature of the  a little. If the mark is gone Arkansas stone. Then to put
blade. You may be starting — perfect! If there are grind ~ a wicked edge on them you'll

out on the hilt at 25 degrees
but as you get into the curva-
ture of the blade you're at 15
degrees. You want to use the
same angle all the way down
the blade. To eliminate end-
ing up with multiple angles I
recommend lifting your elbow
when you start into the cur-
vature. Watch the YouTube
video (the link is at the end of
the column) to comprehend
what I mean.

If the edge is really dinged
up and mushroomed, I'll
slide the blade backward the
first four revolutions to get
the metal lined back up and
then I'll start cutting into the
stone.

Now, the million-dollar

marks on hollow grind above
the edge, then you have the
knife laid too far down.

More than likely you will
find out that you are not con-
sistent at all. You will start
out OK near the hilt, then by
the end of the tip all of the
mark is gone plus some. And
in between there will be spots
that you somehow totally
missed. The mark will tell
you what you are doing right
or wrong.

To put on a finer edge, after
using a diamond stone ad-
vance to an Arkansas stone.
When using an Arkansas
stone apply a few drops of
honing oil before you start.
Use the same procedures as

need to progress to a smooth
steel.

With practice you can
become proficient at sharpen-
ing. Use good quality knives.
If you try to learn on a cheap
knife from China, you'll get
frustrated and lose hope. I've
had good luck with Knives of
Alaska and Diamond Blades.
The metal is hard so they will
hold an edge but not so hard
that they cannot be easily
sharpened.

PRO TIPS

¢ Don't let your knife get
super dull and it will be
easier to put an edge back
on it.

¢ To clean your diamond

NEW & USED SKI EQUIPMENT, SNOWBOARD & CLOTHING SALE

Seblervs

Thursday, Oct 31 12:00 PM - 9:00 PM

OPENTO
THE PUBLIC*

Friday, Nov 1 3:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Saturday, Nov2 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Sunday, Nov 3

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Saturday, Nov2 10:00 AM - NOON

*Buyers / Sellers are limited to 5 like items. BBSEF reserves the right to refuse equipment.
Sellers must retrieve unsold items on Sunday, November 3, 2019 from 3:00-5:00 pm.

M’ﬂm $ 5 Friday * $3 saturday & Sunday*

CHECKIN
EQUIPMENT*

Friday, Nov 1 10:00 AM - 9:00 PM

*SUNDAY FREE SiSS23eT24

(208) 336-5295 www.bbsef.org

CANNED FOOD DONATION!




