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Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

Coach Bus Trip. Quality Game Tickets & Hotels

Free brochure: 507.217.1326    

East Coast Tour:  
June 24-July 4, 2020

See 7 MLB Games in 11 days at Boston, 
 Cleveland, Philadelphia, Washington DC,  
Baltimore & New York (Yankees & Mets). 

Included: Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, 
Guided Tour of NYC and free day in Manhattan. 

Hotel near Times Square two nights. 
Tour begins near Baltimore International Airport/ 

Ends near Cleveland Airport.
$2,650/person based on double hotel occupancy

Southern Swing Tour

Houston & Atlanta. Free afternoon in New Orleans. July 24-29
Tour begins near Dallas/FtWorth International Airport/ 

Ends near Atlanta Airport
$1,400/person based on double hotel occupancy

Wrigley Field Experience Tour
Day and night game at Wrigley Field, in addition to Field of Dreams 

movie site and game at Minnesota Twins. August 18-21
Tour begins/Ends near Minneapolis International Airport

$1,100/person based on double hotel occupancy

La GRANDE 
AUTO REPAIR
975-2000

www.lagrandeautorepair.com

MOST 

ADVANCED 

TECHNOLOGY 

AVAILABLE

ACDelcoTSS
Joe Horst

Annual Halloween Party and 

Costume Contest 
featuring

The Wasteland 

Kings
Thursday, October 31st

541-963-8766 

tendepotstreet.com

Johnson 
Family Fruits

Pumpkin Patch

Thousands 
of pumpkins 

to choose 
from!

Highway 82 - 4 mi. North of

Imbler (Follow Signs)

Open

8am - 6pm 

Great 

family 

fun!

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
 ALASKA, WASHINGTON, OREGON, IDAHO, MONTANA

More info: Cecelia@cnpa.com or call (916) 288-6011

 PNDC CLASSIFIED - Daily Newspapers
29 newspapers - 1,187,980 circulation

Number of words: 25    Extra word cost: $10

Cost: $540 (Runs 3 consecutive days including wkds.)

 PNDN  2x2 DISPLAY - Daily Newspapers
27 newspapers - 1,016,864 circulation 

Size: 2x2 (3.25”x2”)   Cost: 1x  2x2: $1,050

DAILY 
PLANNER

TODAY
Today is Friday, Oct. 25, 

the 298th day of 2019. There 
are 67 days left in the year.

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT
On Oct. 25, 1964, The Roll-

ing Stones made the fi rst of 
six appearances on “The Ed 
Sullivan Show.”

ON  THIS DATE
In 1854, the “Charge of 

the Light Brigade” took 
place during the Crimean 
War as an English brigade 
of more than 600 men 
charged the Russian army, 
suffering heavy losses.

In 1954, a meeting of 
President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower’s Cabinet was carried 
live on radio and television.

In 1983, a U.S.-led force 
invaded Grenada at the 
order of President Ronald 
Reagan, who said the action 
was needed to protect U.S. 
citizens there.

In 1994, Susan Smith 
of Union, South Carolina, 
claimed that a black car-
jacker had driven off with 
her two young sons.

In 1999, golfer Payne 
Stewart and fi ve others 
were killed when their 
Learjet fl ew uncontrolled for 
four hours before crashing 
in South Dakota; Stewart 
was 42.

CORRECTIONS
The Oct. 21 article, “Plan-

ning underway to replace 
Wallowa Dam” from Captial 
Press misstated the name 
of one of the name of the 
company working on the 
dam. The correct name is 
Whooshh.

LOTTERY
Megabucks: $5 million

3-12-19-41-46-48

Mega Millions: $93 million

5-11-14-23-25-10-x4

Powerball: $120 million

5-12-50-61-69-23-x2

Win for Life: Oct. 23

40-58-66-75

Pick 4: Oct. 24
• 1 p.m.: 3-7-2-3
• 4 p.m.: 3-6-8-3
• 7 p.m.: 6-0-1-6
• 10 p.m.: 0-4-7-6
Pick 4: Oct. 23
• 1 p.m.: 5-5-7-0
• 4 p.m.: 6-6-8-4
• 7 p.m.: 6-7-7-8
• 10 p.m.: 6-5-7-2

NEWSPAPER LATE?
Every effort is made to 

deliver your Observer in a 
timely manner. Occasionally 
conditions exist that make 
delivery more diffi cult.

If you are not on a mo-

tor route, delivery should be 
before 5:30 p.m. If you do not 
receive your paper by 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 
please call 541-963-3161 by 
6 p.m.

If your delivery is by 

motor carrier, delivery 
should be by 6 p.m. For calls 
after 6, please call 541-975-
1690, leave your name, 
address and phone number. 
Your paper will be delivered 
the next business day.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Is it really so diffi cult to 

tell a good action from a 
bad one? I think one usually 
knows right away or a mo-
ment afterward, in a horrid 
fl ash of regret.” 

— Mary McCarthy, 

American author and critic 

By Sabrina Thompson
The Observer

Key community leaders have been 
meeting for breakfast at Grande 
Ronde Hospital and it’s clinics once 
a month since February to hear from 
the hospital’s CEO and president, 
Jeremy Davis, about the current 
state of GRH’s health care system 
and where it is headed in a national 
and local perspective. 

“As a board we are observing and 
monitoring national trends that can 
have a local effect,” Davis said at 
Thursday’s meeting.

Some of these trends discussed at 
the meeting included rural hospital 
closures. Since 2010, 70 rural hos-
pitals across the nation have closed 
their doors, according to a study by 
the University of North Carolina’s 
Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health 
Services Research, and 673 more are 
in danger of closing, according to a 
National Rural Health Association 
study. Most of these closures are 
due to a lack of funds. Fortunately, 
Davis said, Grande Ronde Hospital 
remains fi nancially strong and is not 
in risk of closing.

Much of this stability Davis 
credits to the community support 
the hospital receives. He said patient 
care is at the center of what the 
hospital is doing and will remain 
that way through the growth and 
changes that occur in the coming 
years. 

“We exist because patients choose 
to stay local for their care,” Davis 
said. “And it is an honor.” 

However, with more patients 

receiving care from GRH, Davis 
recognizes the need for growth in 
facilities and staffi ng. He said GRH 
has sometimes found it diffi cult to 
attract new providers because many 
are not looking to live and work 
in rural communities. He believes, 
though, that when a community and 
hospital share a tight-knit relation-
ship, it creates a positive environ-
ment that will draw in health care 
professionals.

“I think they just don’t know bet-
ter,” Davis said. “If they knew what 
we have here to enjoy, they’d change 
their mind.” 

Of these things to enjoy, Davis men-
tioned the above-average pay for a ru-
ral hospital and updated facilities and 
technology. He said having up-to-date 
equipment and technology improves 
the care a hospital is able to provide. 

This includes the GRH’s 3T (tesla) 
MRI machine, a 3D mammography 
machine and telehealth medicine that 
allows doctors from all over the world 
to assist with patient care. 

He noted that this message has 
been getting across: GRH has hired 
11 new providers in the past year, 
though some will not begin until 
later next year. 

Beyond technology, Davis said 
what really makes a difference for 
the hospital is the hometown feel 
that has been created. According 
to data from routinely collected 
Hospital Consumer Assessment of 
Healthcare Providers and Systems 
(HCAHPS) customer satisfaction 
surveys, GRH consistently ranks 
in the top quartile in all categories 
measured, such as hospital cleanli-
ness, transitional care assistance 

and patient-provider interactions. 
While Davis recognizes that the 
hospital may not be perfect, he 
said GRH is listening and ready to 
make changes to improve care. 

“You are more than just a number 
to us, you are a neighbor,” Davis said 
of the people GRH cares for. 

Beyond informing the commu-
nity about the hospital’s history 
and future, the key leader break-
fasts allow GRH to hear from 
other organizations that serve the 
people in the area and discuss how 
the hospital can continue working 
with these groups to provide better 
outreach and support. Key leaders 
include members of the media, 
educators, community outreach 
providers and those with a stake 
in the medical and health care 
industry. The most recent break-
fast meeting was held September 
in Elgin, and the next will take 
place in November in Union at the 
hospital’s clinics.

“We want to grow,” Davis said. “We 
want to support the local economy.” 

GRH employs 4.7% of Union 
County’s workforce and offers a variety 
of specialty services. Davis said the 
hospital is always seeking to add more. 
Nationally there is a call for more 
mental health services, and Davis 
said GRH is looking to answer that 
call with efforts to improve access to 
mental and behavioral health services. 
The confusion and complexity of the 
fi nancial side of the health care system 
is also diffi cult to navigate across the 
country, and Davis said GRH is glad 
to be a hospital that provides patient 
fi nancial service counselors to help 
guide people through the system. 

“We like to say we are big city 
medicine with a hometown touch,” 
Davis said. 

Providing ‘big city medicine with hometown touch’
 ■ Grande Ronde Hospital 

system grows along with 
needs of Union County

Sabrina Thompson/The Observer

President and CEO of Grande Ronde Hospital, Jeremy Davis, has been 
taking the time to speak with key leaders in the community once a 
month to discuss the history and future of the hospital.

By Dick Mason
The Observer

The La Grande School 
Board will be making a big 
budget decision later this 
year.

The board will be decid-
ing how the school district 
will spend the funding it 
will receive via the Student 
Success Act, which the 
Oregon Legislature passed 
earlier this year. The legis-
lation provides funding for 
student services.

The school district is 
expected to receive between 
$1.7 million and $1.8 mil-
lion in Student Success Act 
funding during the 2019-21 
biennium.

La Grande School District 
Superintendent George 
Mendoza told the school 
board Wednesday at a work 
session how he felt the 
money could best be spent. 

He provided the board with 
a list of additions that may 
be formally proposed at a 
later meeting.

The list was formulated 
based in part on input pro-
vided by teachers, classifi ed 
staff and parents during 

meetings Mendoza had with 
them at each of the school 
district’s schools. Represen-
tatives of these three groups 
were asked to submit priori-
tized lists of the additions 
they would like to see made 
with Student Success Act 
funding.

Topping the list in terms 
of voter points received was 
an additional school district 
nurse. The school district 
already has one but needs 
at least one more to help it 
meet recommended student 
to nurse ratios. 

The other priorities 
receiving the most points 
from the groups include 
an added counselor at La 
Grande Middle School, 
which presently has 560 
students; a number of 
positions for educators who 

would provide support and 
guidance for students with 
behavior issues; a summer 
school program; more fund-
ing for staff professional 
development; and the hiring 
of an additional English 
Language Learning teacher 
and an ELL para profes-
sional.

The additional ELL 
teacher would be half-time. 
ELL teachers help students 
for whom English is often 
their second language. 

The total cost of the 
top 13 proposed additions 
would be nearly $1.454 
million. 

Additions not on the list 
of top 13 recommended by 
Mendoza include a career 
technical education teacher 
at La Grande Middle School 
and additional funding 

for meal programs, which 
would allow more students 
to receive free breakfasts 
and lunches at schools. 

Mendoza said the impor-
tance of providing meals 
to all students needs to be 
recognized. 

“Students can’t focus 
(when they are hungry),” 
Mendoza said.

Within the next three 
months, the superinten-
dent will present the school 
board with a proposed list 
of expenditures. The board 
will then vote on how the 
district will use the Student 
Success funding.

School district 
considers how 
to use funding

 ■ La Grande School Board considers 
best ways to use expected Student 
Success Act funding from the state


