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OUR VIEW

Oregon’s Secretary of State is not just the state’s chief 

records keeper, she is, by law, the chief elections offi cial. 

She not only oversees elections statewide, it’s up to her 

to see that campaign fi nance laws are being followed. 

As the current offi ceholder, Bev Clarno, noted recently, 

she believes there’s a better way, and her idea is worth 

exploring.

Clarno would like to see enforcement of campaign 

fi nance laws moved out of her offi ce. Doing so, she 

believes, would help scotch the notion that the offi ce 

has a partisan bias about such things.

She’d send potential civil violations of the law — 

violations that involve such things as circulating pe-

titions improperly — to the state Government Ethics 

Commission for investigation and fi nes, if needed.

Criminal violations, which can include things like 

illegally making changes to voter registration cards, 

and which can be felonies, would be turned over to 

the attorney general’s offi ce, again for investigation 

and prosecution, if required.

Both those agencies are better equipped to inves-

tigate potential violations than Clarno’s offi ce is, for 

one thing. Her offi ce lost two elections investigators 

in 2011, positions that have never been replaced. 

Without investigators, the offi ce has only very lim-

ited resources to look into potential violations, and 

as a result some violations have gone undiscovered.

More important, neither of those agencies is 

charged with overseeing elections, as the Secretary 

of State is. Moving investigation of ethical and poten-

tial criminal violations regarding campaign contribu-

tions and spending could help dispel any suggestion 

that bias plays a role in the Secretary of State’s 

election oversight, and that’s important.

The Secretary of State can’t make such changes on 

her own. That’s up to the Legislature. But Clarno’s 

proposal is certainly worth exploring.

Campaign 
changes 
needed 

Marrs: McLeod-Skinner has 
experience, skills, values to 
be Secretary of State 

To the Editor:
As we prepare for the 2020 primaries, 

which are only seven months away, the 
public was afforded a great look at the 
Democratic candidates for Secretary 
of State at the Democratic Party of 
Oregon Summit in Bend this weekend. 
The Secretary of State is the second-
highest elected executive in the state 
of Oregon and as such deserves great 
attention. 

While the candidate pool is strong, I 
have decided to support Jamie McLeod-
Skinner. I support Jamie because she 
has the depth and breadth of experi-
ence to address all major aspects of this 
role: supervising elections and audits, 
registering businesses, managing public 
records and management of public 
lands. She also has experience man-
aging large numbers of government 
employees, which will be critical in this 
role. 

Jamie is a candidate who will keep 
her promises and hold true to her 
values even when under pressure. 

She can serve all Oregonians — as 
she demonstrated in her campaign for 
CD2, she will show up, she will listen to 
understand, and she will work together 
to address complex issues facing this 
state.

Jamie understands that we have 
more in common than divides us. She 
is the candidate for Secretary of State 
who has the experience and skills to do 
the job, and she values building com-
munity across the state.

Jamie McLeod-Skinner has my vote.

Janet Marrs
Cove

Epstein: The true defi nition 
of a “socialist”

To the Editor:
A “liberal/progressive” is not the 

same thing as a “socialist.”
A true “socialist” is someone who 

wants all of the businesses and work-
places to be owned and controlled by 
“the state” or “the government” or “the 
workers” or “the people,” and not by 
individuals and groups of people who 
run them for profi t as we have here in 

the USA.
Democrats who want our federal 

government to spend more on social 
programs to help the lower and middle 
classes as they struggle to survive and 
pay their bills are not “socialists.” They 
are “liberals/progressives” who want 
our market-based capitalist economic 
system to become more humane (and 
not replaced) by having our federal gov-
ernment spend more to help the lower 
and middle classes.

Let’s use a little common sense here. 
How can someone (including Bernie 
Sanders, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and 
Ilhan Omar) be a true “socialist” when 
they do not advocate for and fi ght for 
replacing our market-based capital-
ist economic system with a socialist 
economic system?

I am a retired college professor of so-
ciology, social work and psychology who 
still very much enjoys helping people 
as well as informing, teaching and 
educating others. That’s why I wrote 
this letter.

Stewart B. Epstein
Rochester, New York

Your views

Write to us

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Observer welcomes letters to the editor. Letters 

are limited to 350 words and must be signed and 

carry the author’s address and phone number (for 

verifi cation purposes only). 

We edit letters for brevity, grammar, taste and legal 

reasons. We do not fact check. We will not publish 

poetry, consumer complaints against businesses or 

personal attacks against private individuals. Thank-you 

letters are discouraged. 

Letter writers are limited to one letter every two weeks.

Email your letters to news@lagrandeobserver.com 

or mail them to La Grande Observer, 1406 5th St., La 

Grande, Ore., 97850.

MY VOICE 

My Voice columns should be 500 words. Submissions 

should include a portrait-type photograph of the 

author. Authors also should include their full 

name, age, occupation and relevant organizational 

memberships. 

We edit submissions for brevity, grammar, taste and 

legal reasons. We do not fact check. We reject those 

published elsewhere.

Send columns to La Grande Observer, 1406 5th St., La 

Grande, Ore., 97850, fax them to 541-963-7804 or email 

them to news@lagrandeobserver.com.

A lot of us are faced with the impos-
sible. We may have what seems to 

be impossible debts, physical illnesses, 
human relationships and vocational 
pressures.

Too often we hear someone say, “Noth-
ing is impossible” and we nod our heads 
nonchalantly in an unbelieving way.

Keep in mind there is always the 
possibility of a breakthrough. Enough 
great minds working together may 
come up with a cure or a solution. We 
all have barriers that may appear dif-
fi cult and even impossible.

Occasionally someone will come along 
who pushes the mark and proves that 
the human spirit and body can do more 
than we even dared to imagine. Such a 
person is Eliud Kipchoge. Recently he 
ran a marathon in Vienna in one hour, 
fi fty-nine minutes and forty seconds.

In doing so, he became the fi rst 
person to run a marathon in less than 

two hours.
Running a marathon is an amazing 

accomplishment and not for the faint of 
heart. Most people will never attempt 
such an endeavor nor even aspire to try. 
For many, jogging a couple of miles or 
even walking a mile or two is an accom-
plishment. The idea of running a mile 
in less than six minutes is certainly for 
the physically fi t but what about run-
ning a mile in 4:34 minutes?

Who could ever imagine running 26.2 
miles at an average of 4.34 minutes 
per mile? This is exactly what Kip-
choge did in Vienna on October 12 in 
the unoffi cial Vienna run. The world 
record 34-year-old runner from Kenya 
is already a marathon record holder. 
In 2018, he set the world record in the 
Berlin marathon running 2:01:39. He 
also won the Olympic marathon in 
2016 in Rio de Janeiro.

The feat will not go on the record 
books as an offi cial world record 

because it wasn’t an open competition. 
Also, Kipchoge was assisted by a team 
of rotating world class runners who ran 
in front and alongside him in V forma-
tion as he ran an average speed of 13.6 
mph. If you are physically fi t, you might 
try running on a treadmill at 13.6 mph 
for a couple of minutes to get an idea of 
how that pace feels.

To prepare for the event organized by 
chemical company Ineos and sponsored 
by Nike, Kipchoge was reported to aver-
age running 140 miles per week at a 
high altitude.

Setting a world record is probably 
not on your radar for today. What 
about fi nding a job, losing 10 pounds or 
getting your life in order? Completing 
this week or just this day may be your 
marathon and you are aren’t sure how 
it’s going to work out. Often our great-
est accomplishment for the day is mak-
ing a decision, a change or showing up. 
Kipchoge obviously had a goal, worked 
hard and organized his life to achieve 
it. Keep in mind it’s possible. You can do 
it. With God, hard work, with help, in 
some way, by some miracle, it’s possible.

Don’t give up.

We all face 

our barriers 

GLENN 

MOLLETTE
SYNDICATED COLUMNIST


