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Readers diagnose mother’s
loss of interest in husband

DEAR ABBY: “Jumbled in Ohio” (Aug.
10) indicated that her lack of interest in
her husband started about a year after the
birth of her second child. You recommended
counseling, which is needed, but you should
also have recommended she talk to a medi-
cal doctor; especially one who specializes in
hormone imbalance. 've been there. Luckily,
with the help of both doctors (counseling and
medical), I was able to regain

snubbed by them?
— HURT MOM IN THE WEST

DEAR HURT MOM: You aren’t going
to change the “family” dynamic at this late
stage. Rather than sit silently, struggling to
hold back the tears as your older children
slather their father with attention, consider
socializing with them separately as often as
possible.

my interest in sex and once 3 DEAR ABBY: I have been
again enjoy my husband’s DEAR attending yoga class for
attention. ABBY several years and find it to be
Don’t pass up on a good very beneficial mentally and
partner. The grass is not physically. Recently, I started

greener on the other side. My husband and 1
will celebrate our 50th anniversary in 2020. 1
thank God every day for the help I received.
— GRATEFUL IN THE SOUTH

DEAR GRATEFUL: Thank you for your
comments, which were echoed by other
readers who recommended “Jumbled” see
her OB-GYN and look into whether the
birth control pills could also be a factor for
the change in her feelings.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 67-year-old divorced
mother of five and grandmother of eight.

My marriage to the father of my first four
children ended 30 years ago because he was
physically and emotionally abusive. After the
divorce, I managed to put myself through
college, and I am now a retired teacher. I also
remarried, which resulted in having one
more child, a beautiful daughter who is now
27. My second husband is now deceased.

My first husband remarried soon after our
divorce, and I always supported our grown
children having a close relationship with him.
What hurts me deeply, though, is that when-
ever there is a family event that includes all
of us, my children from my first marriage act
like my youngest daughter and I don’t exist.

At the last family gathering, at my oldest
daughter’s home,  was treated like a strang-
er. I felt like crying as my older children sat,
ate and talked with my ex-husband and his
wife. Abby, I have always been there for my
kids, through sickness and financial hard-
ships. My ex has a great deal more money to
spend on them than I do. I suspect this may
be the reason they cater to him. How do I
cope with my feelings of rejection and being

taking classes at a new studio with lovely
teachers and — mostly — great students.

One individual, though, seems to think the
class is his own social event. He over-chants
“ohm” and moans loudly throughout the
class. Would it be rude to say something to
him, or should I just find another studio? It's
gotten to the point where the entire purpose of
relaxing and clearing my mind is impossible.

— MENTALLY DRAINED
IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR DRAINED: Do not address the
over-chanter directly. Instead, discuss your
concerns with the teacher because you may
not be the only participant who finds the
person’s vocalizations to be a distraction. Or,
consider attending another class that is held
at a different hour if there is one.

DEAR ABBY: My best friend is having a
party and has invited my ex-boyfriend. He
broke up with me a few months ago and al-
ready has a new girlfriend. He totally broke
my heart, and I have been a mess ever since.
She thinks it was OK to invite him, and
she knows he will most likely bring his new
girlfriend to her house for the party. I told
her I'm not going if he goes, and she’s still
inviting him. Should I stop being friends
with her? How should I handle this?

— NOT OK IN THE NORTH

DEAR NOT OK: Because seeing your
ex-boyfriend with his new girlfriend would
be too painful for you, handle it by not at-
tending the party. As to whether you should
stop being best friends with the hostess, it
appears that she may have stopped being
best friends with you.

UNITED STATES-TURKEY

US, Turkey agree on cease-
fire with Syrian Kurds

By Zeke Miller
and Robert Bums
The Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — The
U.S. and Turkey agreed
Thursday to a five-day
cease-fire in the Turks’ at-
tacks on Kurdish fighters
in northern Syria to allow
the Kurds to withdraw to
roughly 20 miles away from
the Turkish border. The
arrangement appeared to
be a significant embrace
of Turkey’s position in the
weeklong conflict.

After more than four
hours of negotiations with
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, U.S. Vice
President Mike Pence said
the purpose of his high-
level mission was to end the
bloodshed caused by Tur-
key’s invasion of Syria. He
remained silent on whether
the agreement amounted to
a second abandonment of
America’s former Kurdish
allies in the fight against the
Islamic State.

Turkish troops and
Turkish-backed Syrian
fighters launched their
offensive against Kurdish
forces in northern Syria a
week ago, two days after
Trump suddenly announced
he was withdrawing the U.S.
from the area.

Pence and Secretary of
State Mile Pompeo lauded
the deal as a significant
achievement, and Trump
declared it “a great day for
civilization.”

But the agreement es-
sentially gives the Turks
what they had sought to
achieve with their military
operation in the first place.

After the Kurdish forces are
cleared from the safe zone,
Turkey has committed to a
permanent cease-fire but is
under no obligation to with-
draw its troops. In addition,
the deal gives Turkey relief
from sanctions the admin-
istration had imposed and
threatened to impose since
the invasion began, meaning
there will be no penalty for
the operation.

Erdogan had stated on
Wednesday that he would be
undeterred by the sanctions.
He said the fighting would
end only if Kurdish fighters
abandoned their weapons
and retreated from positions
near the Turkish border.

Kurdish forces were not
party to the agreement,
and it was not immediately
clear whether they would
comply. Before the talks, the
Kurds indicated they would
object to any agreement
along the lines of what was

Jacquelyn Martin/The Associated Press
Vice President Mike Pence speaksThursday at the

U.S. ambassador’s residence during a news confer-
ence with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo after their
meeting with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan

in Ankara, Turkey. Pence says the U.S. andTurkey have
agreed to a cease-fire in Syria.

announced by Pence. But
Pence maintained that the
U.S. had obtained “repeated
assurances from them that
theyll be moving out.”

Ankara has long argued
the Kurdish fighters are
nothing more than an exten-
sion of the Kurdistan Work-
ers Party, or PKK, which has
waged a guerrilla campaign
inside Turkey since the
1980s and which Turkey, as
well as the U.S. and Euro-
pean Union, designate as a
terrorist organization.

Trump’s withdrawal of
US. troops has been widely
condemned, including by Re-
publican officials not directly
associated with his admin-
istration. Republicans and
Democrats in the House, bit-
terly divided over the Trump
impeachment inquiry,
banded together Wednesday
for an overwhelming 354-60
denunciation of the U.S.
troop withdrawal.
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