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is on the west side of the
Elkhorns, north of Phillips

vehicles.
Since then the issue of

Whitman are confined to the
Eagle Cap Wilderness, Hells

Continued from Page 1B Reservoir. This area has an motor vehicle access to roads  Canyon and the Elkhorns. In

This network of roads is extensive allotment of roads,  has been superseded by other the Phillips Reservoir area
a valuable resource and, it as even a cursory glance ata  projects — most notably the  the only designated trails are
seems to me, a relatively Forest Service map shows. Blue Mountain Forest Plan  the paths around the lake
untapped one. The area seems to me a fair revision. But the matter will  itself, and the mile-long path

I use the word “resource” representation of the road return eventually, as Con- to Indian Rock just north of
with some hesitation. It's situation in many other parts gress mandated that every ~ Highway 7.
among the words favored by of the Blue Mountains —the  national forest go through But the network of roads
federal land managers — the aforementioned mixture the travel management serves essentially the same
sort of hedging, general word of roads ranging from ones process. purpose, roads being in es-
that started to infest govern- suitable for a family sedan Some people who advocate  sence much wider versions of
ment publications decades to those that the pines have  for closing roads to motor trails.
ago when bureaucrats began begun to reclaim since they  vehicles aren’t satisfied with I'm not so naivé as to ex-
to shun more earthy, but were blocked by a tank trap ~ a legal ban on access. They ~ pect the Forest Service, which
precise, nouns such as trees or other impediment. also want the Forest Service  struggles to maintain trails,
and grass and rocks. The future of many of to “decommission” roads. will be able to occasionally

We're subjected now to these roads is not clear. That entails bringing in clear fallen logs from roads.
curious substitutes that The one I walked on heavy equipment to erase, to But fortunately users often
leave the reader floundering, recently, and several others  the extent possible, evidence  take on that burden — espe-
unsure exactly what sort of nearby, were among those that the road ever existed cially on roads that are still
vegetation is being managed slated to be legally closed by obliterating the roadbed ~ accessible to ATVs.
in a “vegetation manage- to motor vehicles in the itself and restoring the land’s ~ I've walked more miles
ment project” and whether a Travel Management Plan the natural contours. this year on roads than I
“transportation resource”is a Wallowa-Whitman National This strikes me as a waste  have on trails, and even the
wide gravel road where you Forest unveiled in March —and an expensiveone at  roads that seem to have
can haul a fifth-wheel trailer Jayson Jacoby /Baker City Herald 2012, that, given the cost of hiring  been all but abandoned are
without slashing pinstripes ~ Many roads on national forests in the Blue Mountains That plan was withdrawn  heavy equipment. still relatively easy to walk
in its flanks, or a narrow foot- are open to hikers and mountain bikers even if they're less than a month later, after It also would deprive the  on (notwithstanding the oc-
path through the pines. closed to, or not accessible by, some motor vehicles. hundreds of local residents ~ public — which is to say all of casional pine stump).

But roads that aren’t acces- — and Congressman Greg us, the owners of thisland —  Besides which there’s this
sible to or often used by motor bikers and horseback riders.  resource for a long time. Walden — complained that ~ of a way to enjoy the forests.  bonus — the Forest Service
vehicles certainly qualify asa  And I hope these roads will The road where I was the plan would have closed The vast majority of the already has detailed maps
resource for hikers, mountain remain a useful, and used, almost felled by that stump  too many roads to motor hiking trails on the Wallowa-  showing these roads.
OWLS sponge at his every step. He  woods, Hazan carriesadead  do.”
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Ifthe experimental removal
of barred owls improves the
spotted owl populations, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife may
consider killing more owls
as part of a larger, long-term
management strategy. Enough
success has been noted that the
experiment already has been
extended to August 2021.

“What we're trying to do is
find a way to manage barred
owls — not to get rid of them
completely — ... so that spot-
ted owls can still survive on
the landscape while we look
for opportunities to help the
spotted owl recover;” said
Robin Bown, who leads the
agency’s owl experiment.

At the study site, Washing-
ton’s Central Cascades, only
a few pairs of spotted owls
remain and Wiens questions
whether they can be saved
there. But in Oregon and
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“What we're trying to do is find a way to manage
barred owls — not to get rid of them completed — so
that spotted owls can still survive on the landscape
while we look for opportunities to help the spotted owl

recover.”

— Robin Bown, who's leading an experiment with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service that involves killing barred owls,
which can outcompete spotted owls for habitat

Northern California, they're
at least more robust, while
still dwindling.

“We're seeing a pattern
with removals that the spot-
ted owls that were there when
we began are still there, yet
the area where we're not do-
ing removals, they’re vanish-
ing very quickly,” Wiens said.
“But we're not seeing new
spotted owls move into these
areas. New owls moving in is
really the key sign of success.”

“T certainly don’t see north-
ern spotted owls going extinct
completely,” he said, adding
that “extinction in this case

will be much longer process
and from what we've seen
from doing these removal ex-
periments, we may be able to
slow some of those declines.”
Wiens has established a
routine: It is pitch black when
he parks his truck on an iso-
lated road west of the central
Oregon town of Corvallis,
the town where he grew up.
The forest reverberates as
rain pelts towering stands of
Douglas firs and cedars.
Wiens is 6 feet, 6 inches
tall, but the trees dwarfs him
as he approaches a clearing,
the ground squeezing like a

sets a digital bird caller on the
ground, steps back and waits
as the first of several vocaliza-
tions penetrates the night,
sounding a lot like: “Who?
Who? Who cooks for you?”

Barred owls can’t stand
intruders in their territory so
they will swoop in to chase
another owl out. Sometimes,
they attack.

Wiens ramps up the pre-
recorded calls until he hits
one that sounds a lot like
screeching monkeys. Some-
where in the darkness comes
the muffled call of a male
owl. “You hear that?” he says,
his headlamp scanning high
branches. “He’s way up there.”
He plays a few more calls, but
the male bird never shows.

That same night, at an-
other remote location, Wiens’
colleague Jordan Hazan has
better luck.

Just after midnight, after
spending several hours in the

male owl in a white plastic
bag into the lab in Corval-

lis. Inside the tight space, he
weighs it, lays it on the coun-
ter and spreads the wings to
measure its wingspan, reveal-
ing streaks of white and dark
brown feathers on the bird’s
chest.

“They’re beautiful birds.
It’s a little sad to have to kill
them,” said Hazan, a wildlife
technician who took the job in
2015 after spending two years
surveying for increasingly
scarce spotted owls.

His hands still shake every
time he pulls the trigger.

“You're taught all of your
life that owls and raptors
are to be protected,” he said.
“People ask me how it is
killing the owls. As a hunter,
it’s fun going out and bagging
your ducks and geese. With
the owls, you don’t get any
kind of pleasure out of it. It's
just something you have to
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114 Self-Help
Group Meetings

Email:

UNION COUNTY
AA MEETINGS
LA GRANDE

MONDAYS
Primary Purpose Group
12 - 1:00pm
2620 Bearco Loop

TUESDAYS
Into Action Group
12-1:00 pm
Presbyterian Church
1308 Washington Ave.
(entry 6th & Spring St.)

Surrender Group
7 -8:00 pm
2620 Bearco Loop

City of Elgin
Greater Elgin Group
7-8:00 pm
St. Mary's
Catholic Church
93 S 12 St,, Elgin

WEDNESDAYS
Primary Purpose Group
12-1:00 pm
2620 Bearco Loop

Surrender Group
7 -8:00 pm
2620 Bearco Loop

Island City
Soul Sister’s
5:30 p.m.
10801 Walton Rd.
Blue Springs Apartments
Community Room

Turning Point Group
7-8:15 pm
63161 Gekeler Lane
Fort Union Grange Hall
(Corner of McAllister &
Gekeler)

THURSDAYS
Surrender Group
7 -8:00 pm
2620 Bearco Loop

City of Cove
Cove Group
7 -8:00 pm
Baptist Church
707 Main St.

FRIDAYS
Primary Purpose Group
12-1:00 pm
2620 Bearco Loop

City of Elgin
Elgin Group
(Winter only,
6:00 PM
70564 Valley View Rd
(in shop)

SATURDAYS
Surrender Group
10-11:00 am
2620 Bearco Loop

Grande Ronde
Valley Group
7 -8:00 pm
Presbyterian Church
1308 Washington Ave.
(entry 6th & Spring St.)

SUNDAYS
Miracles Meeting
10-11:00 am
2620 Bearco Loop

Questions call
AA Hotline:
541-624-5117

www.oregonaadistrict29.org
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Classifieds@bakercityherald.com

114 Self-Help
Group Meetings

BINGO

TUES & THURS.; 1:00 PM
Community Connection
2810 Cedar, Baker City

BINGO
SETTLER’S PARK
Baker City
Wednesdays ~ 2:30 PM
.25 cents per card
Everyone invited!

NORTHEAST
OREGON CLASSIFIEDS
reserves the right to reject

ads that do not comply with
state and federal regulations
or that are offensive, false,
misleading, deceptive or
otherwise unacceptable

Hang up

ON THE ROAD.

Drive Safely. The Way to Go.
Transportation Safety — ODOT

Fax:

110 Announcements

Kiwanis Club of Baker City
Tuesday at 12:00 PM
Sunrige Inn Restaurant
1 Sunridge Lane
For more information call:
(541) 523-6027

VETERANS of FOREIGN
WARS POST 3048
MONTHLY MEETING
2nd Thurs. of the month
Post & Auxilary meet at
6:30 p.m. at Vets Club
2005 Valley Ave., Baker City
541-523-4988

*x kx Kk Xk

THE DEADLINE
for placing a
CLASSIFIED AD
is 11:00 A.M.

ONE BUSINESS DAY
BEFORE PUBLICATION
Publication Days:
Mondays
Wednesdays
and Fridays

LAMINATION
Up to 17 1/2 inches wide
any length
$1.00 per foot
(The Observer is not
responsible for flaws in
material or machine error)

THE OBSERVER
1406 5th St.
La Grande

*541-963-3161

La Grande - 541-963-3674
Baker City - 541-523-6426

SUBSCRIBERS!

TAKE US ON YOUR PHONE
and LEAVE YOUR PAPER AT HOME!

FULL editions of
The Baker City Herald

are now available online!

3 EASY STEPS
1. Register your account
before you leave
2. Call to stop your print paper
3. Log in wherever you are
at and enjoy!

Call Now to Subscribe!
Baker City Herald
541-523-3673

SETTLER’S PARK
ACTIVITIES

1st FRIDAY
(every month)
Ceramics with Donna
9:00am to Noon
(prices starting at $3)

SUNDAY
Church Services
3:00pm

MONDAY NIGHTS
Nail Care
5:15pm (FREE)

LAST TUESDAY
(every month)
Poker Night (FREE)
6:00pm

WEDNESDAY
Public Bingo, 1:30pm
(.50 cents per card)

EVERY MORNING
(Monday - Friday)
Exercise Class
9:30am (FREE)

This Associated Press series
was produced in partnership
with the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute’s Department
of Science Education. The AP
is solely responsible for all
content.

Come visit the
PICK’N PATCH

7) Where: Corner of Booth Lane
( and Lower Cove Road

)~ When: Friday and Saturday:
9am-6pm

Sunday: 10am-4pm

)J Monday-Thursday: By appointment

(@) What you will find:

; Small corn maize, several varieties

N of pumpkins and gourds, straw

bales, corn stalks, wheat bundles.
If you would like to schedule a
school field trip or other event,

S please call the number listed below.

Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/

PickNPatchFarm

Please call

R5A1-786-242%
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114 Self-Help
Group Meetings

BAKER COUNTY
AA MEETINGS
BAKER CITY

MONDAYS
Survivor’s Group
12 -1:00 pm
Baker Presbyterian Church
1995 4th St.
(4th & Court, Side Door)

TUESDAYS
K.l.S.S.
(Keep it Simple Sister)
12 -1:00 pm
1645 Eldon St. Eldon Court
Apts Community Room

WEDNESDAYS
Survivor’s Group
12:05 pm
Baker Presbyterian Church
1995 4th St.

(4th & Court, Side Door)

THURSDAYS
Survivor’s Group
12:05 pm
Baker Presbyterian Church
1995 4th St.

(4th & Court, Side Door)

FRIDAYS
Been There Done That
(Grapevine Meeting)
5:30 -6:30 pm 2970 Walnut
(Corner of “D” & Grove St.)
Grove Apts. Community Rm

SATURDAYS
As Bill Sees It Group
10:00 am 2970 Walnut
(Corner of “D” & Grove St.)
Grove Apts. Community Rm

SUNDAYS
Been There Done That
5:30 pm 2970 Walnut
(Corner of “D” & Grove St.)
Grove Apts. Community Rm

Questions call AA Hotline:
541-624-5117
www.oregonaadistrict29.org




