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Cross-dressing best friend
wants to go out as a couple

DEAR ABBY: My best friend and I are
both male and 25. We've been friends since
third grade. We were apart for four years of

said hed walk out if I were present. She told
me he was this way with her first marriage,

college and two years after because we were
employed in different states. He has now

been transferred and lives and works a few

miles from where I do. We see each other
frequently and often double date.

He recently shared a secret
after pledging me to secrecy.
He’s a cross-dresser. He says
he’s not gay, and I believe

him. He has pictures he had
taken professionally in which

he is completely feminine and even beautiful.
He says he has been dressing up since the

age of 12.

Abby, he wants to go out in public with

me as a couple. Even though he is small and
would easily pass, 'm just not into it. And

what explanation would I give to my girl-

friend? He says if [ won’t, I'm not a true friend;
I say HE isn't. Is there any way to resolve this?
—TESTED IN TAMPA

which he did not approve of.

What do I do? I love her, but I can’t get her
to see how much I love and care for her and

her two boys. How much space should I give

her to figure herself out?
—TORN UP
IN PENNSYLVANIA
DEARTORN UP: The
| DEAR woman you love may be
ABBY twice divorced, but she isn’t

free. She is firmly under her
father’s thumb. The age dif-

ference is the least of your worries.

Regardless of your feelings for her, be-
cause she says she is no longer happy with
you, it’s time to make a U-turn. And when

you do, suggest that if she wants to have a

future with anyone, it will happen sooner if
she starts talking with a licensed therapist

DEAR TESTED: There is a way, provided
your friend is open to it. How about you and

he and your girlfriend going out together?

Of course, your girlfriend would have to
know the truth, and your friend would

have to be OK with her knowing. This way

if you were seen with “another woman,”

1t wouldn’t cause conflict with the woman

you're dating.

That said, you should not do anything you
are uncomfortable with, so think carefully

before deciding.

DEAR ABBY: I am in a relationship with
a woman 25 years my junior. We talked at
length about some of the issues we might
encounter before we embarked on a relation-

ship. We love each other completely. Her

father;, however, strongly disapproves based

solely on our age difference. He has stated

that he had no issues with me personally.
She recently told me that she isn’t happy

about her relationship with dear old Dad.
She will never have a life of her own while
he’s running it.

DEAR ABBY: My wife was sexually active
with a classmate in high school. Their rela-
tionship lasted until shortly before we were
married, 54 years ago. I have often wondered

what he did to make her so willing to come

to his bed. Perhaps if I knew, I could enhance
her pleasure in our lovemaking. However,
such information might be injurious to our

relationship. What is your take on this? I

think about this several times each day.

— OBSESSED IN THE WEST

DEAR OBSESSED: You have, I hope,

been happily married for more than half a

century. Has it never occurred to you that
her high school romance failed because the

sex wasn't that great?

If you want to ask your wife at this late

date if there is anything you can do to

enhance her enjoyment of your lovemaking,
by all means do. But do not frame it the way

you did to me.

and she wants us to spend some time apart.

Neither of her two marriages worked out.

She says I'm not the issue.

She wants to be with me, but her father
would shun her — and me — if we were

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips, and
was founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or

THE WEST

Exploded device found at
Montana school, no injuries

By Amy Beth Hanson
The Associated Press

HELENA, Montana —
Authorities found the rem-
nants of a small homemade
bomb that blew up in an el-
ementary school playground
in Helena on Tuesday
morning. No injuries were
reported, and it was not
immediately clear when the
blast occurred in Montana’s
quiet capital city.

No threat was made
against Rossiter Elementary
school before the exploded
bomb packed in a duct
tape-wrapped soda bottle
was found, Lewis and Clark
County Sheriff Leo Dutton
said. No suspect or motive
was identified.

“There’s a lot of unan-
swered questions,” Dutton
said. “We're going through it
methodically and slowly, so
we don’t miss something.”

School officials discovered
remnants from the deto-
nated bomb shortly before
classes began for the day,
blocked off the area and
called police at about 8:20
a.m., Dutton said.

No property damage was
reported.

Third-grader Abigail Lee
said she saw the remnants
near a basketball hoop.

“T didn’t get too close of a
look because once they came
over, I just barely noticed it
when they came over, and
then they said that we had to
get away from that area, just
in case,” she said. “There was
like a dent in the ground.”

Police closed the school
to search the grounds for
additional devices, and
thousands of students

across Helena and East
Helena were kept inside
their schools while authori-
ties swept for bombs outside,
authorities said.

The district-wide lock-
down was lifted at 11 a.m.
“Students will be able to go
outside for recess and move
back and forth to music and
the library,” Hawthorne
Elementary School principal
Deb Jacobsen said in an
email to parents.

Searches also were con-
ducted at the state Capitol
and government buildings,
Dutton said.

Students were evacuated
from the school after au-
thorities made sure the path
was clear of other devices.

Amy Beth Hanson/The Associated Press
Lewis and Clark County Undersheriff Jason Grimmis,
left, and Sheriff Leo Dutton, right, update reporters on

a homemade bomb that detonated in an elementary
school playground onTuesday in Helena, Montana.
Nobody was injured in the explosion, and authorities
are searching for additional devices.

The 490 students walked
to a nearby location where
they could be picked up by
their parents, said Superin-
tendent Tyler Ream. School
buses were brought in to
keep them warm. Parents
were notified via the school’s
messenger system.

The FBI, the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives and the
Montana Highway Patrol
were assisting sheriff’s and
Helena police officials in the
investigation.

Helena is a small city
of about 30,000 people in
the foothills of the Rocky
Mountains. The school is in
a neighborhood just north of

ever to be in the same room. He has actually ~ P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. the city’s center.
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