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OUR VIEW

Two efforts to recall Gov. Kate Brown stalled 

Monday, sending the clear message that while many 

voters are dissatisfi ed with her performance she isn’t 

going anywhere anytime soon.

Both efforts — one organized by the Oregon Re-

publican Party — failed by substantial margins.

There are a lot of things that make the state’s 

recall system important — in fact, crucial in some 

respects — but this latest recall effort was in a real 

sense a waste of time.

A lot of voters in Oregon don’t like Brown. They 

don’t like her policies or her political philosophy. Es-

pecially east of the Cascades, the governor’s popular-

ity isn’t as high as she or her supporters would like.

In other sections of the state, the governor doesn’t 

face that problem and her policies are considered 

sound.

Our political system is designed where fractures in 

public opinion are common and rarely does a politi-

cian gain the kind of widespread popularity they 

seek.

The recall system in Oregon is needed, but it 

should be utilized only in the most serious cir-

cumstances. Simply disliking the governor isn’t 

suffi cient ground to launch a recall effort. We 

concede anyone can be recalled for any reason, but 

that should not be a blank check to settle political 

grudges.

The recall tool is a necessary one, but it should be 

reserved for those who abuse their offi ce or commit 

crimes or blatant breaches in ethics.

If one does not like the current chief executive of 

the state or the nation, there is already a process 

instilled into our system to change it. It’s called 

elections.

Republican Party leaders, especially, should have 

stepped into the recall effort and squashed it. Not 

because it was wrong — we’ve already conceded re-

calls are sometimes necessary — but because it was 

a waste of time.

If Republicans really want to change leadership 

in Oregon, they should work hard to fi nd a candi-

date that can beat a Democrat for the governor’s 

slot.

That isn’t as easy as it would seem — just review 

the last two elections for proof — but it needs to be 

a priority.

There also remains a host of serious political is-

sues impacting our state right now that deserve the 

undivided attention of GOP leaders. Spending time 

and resources on a failed recall effort isn’t a viable 

method for the future.

We in Eastern Oregon don’t live in a vacuum. 

Generally, the region is a conservative Republican 

stronghold. But other portions of the state lean in 

a different political direction. We may believe our 

conservative values are paramount, but we — and 

the Republican Party — must convince the rest of 

the state.

Wasting time on a recall effort isn’t going to get us 

there.

Wasted 
efforts for 
nothing

Hartstirn: Disappointed by 
location of ADA parking spaces

To the Editor:
Recently, my boyfriend and I were 

excited to explore the new location of 
Miller’s Home Center. While we were 
impressed with the store, we were 
baffl ed and disappointed that the ADA 
parking spaces were not next to the 
entrance. In fact, when we left the store 
and passed the corner of the building 
where those spaces are located, we were 
hit with a strong blast of wind. 

Who decided on the location of these 
parking areas, and what was their 
criteria? I have looked up Oregon ADA 
parking requirements for a new busi-
ness and parking lot and could not fi nd 
regulations stipulating the proxim-
ity of the ADA spaces to an entrance. 
However, at this new business, it is not 
possible for people who have mobility 
issues or other types of vulnerability to 
make the trip from their vehicle to the 
store entrance by the shortest and most 
protected route. Not only must those 
customers travel, but their parking 
spaces are more exposed to the ele-
ments. Shame on you.

Ellen Hartstirn
La Grande

Journet: ‘Trumpers’ continue 
to enable abuse of power

To the Editor:
Trump campaigned on draining the 

swamp, but instead he surrounded 
himself with swamp creatures more 
corrupt than anything ever seen. He 
also demonstrates the greatest ever 
presidential abuse of offi ce for fi nancial 
and political gain. 

His soliciting help from foreign adver-
saries to aid his re-election campaign, 
in direct breach of the Constitution, is 
obvious and acknowledged. Yet, follow-
ing cult-like behavior reminiscent of the 
mass suicide in Jonestown decades ago, 
Republicans continue to enable this 
insanity.

There is clearly no pro-life commit-
ment in this president as he decrees 
deporting children in need of life-saving 
medical care. Meanwhile, our allies 

learn that he will sacrifi ce their lives 
and their families lives to a despot’s 
military assault. 

His defense team absurdly claims 
that the constitutionally defi ned im-
peachment process is unconstitutional 
and should be a judicial investigation, 
then simultaneously denies the right of 
any judicial entity to investigate a sit-
ting president. They reveal themselves 
as incompetent as the president.

It’s diffi cult to identify a proposal 
emanating from this White House that 
a humane American could support. 
Notably, genuine conservatives are as 
outraged as liberals and progressives at 
what is unfolding before our eyes. 

Local Trumpers offering their opin-
ions might refl ect on the obscenity they 
support.

Alan Journet
Jacksonville

Varney: ‘I go into the forest 
to … fi nd my soul’ 

To the Editor:
Naturalist John Muir said that be-

tween two pine trees is a doorway to a 
new world. It was the forest, the world 
of nature.

In all the places I’ve lived over the 
years, I soon discovered that I missed 
the pine trees. I soon realized, like Muir 
before me, that the pines were the 
symbol of the forest and mountains, the 
rivers, streams and canyons.

I missed them all. I missed their 
world. Now that I’ve returned to 
Northeast Oregon, I fi nd myself revel-
ing in the beauty of this special place. 

Each time I see another vista it seems 
worthy of the artist’s paintbrush or the 
photographer’s lens.

No matter where I’ve lived or trav-
eled, this was always “home.” Whether 
I’m hiking along Catherine Creek with 
the thunder of its raging current echo-
ing all around or I’m standing in the 
stunning stillness of a grove of Pon-
derosa pine on the slopes of Mt. Emily, I 
can identify with Muir’s feelings when 
he wrote: “I go into the forest to lose my 
mind and fi nd my soul.” 

Civilization has given us many benefi ts 
yet there is something in nature, in the 
wild places and in the changing seasons 
that resonates within us. It’s something 
many have felt and a few have tried to 
express. Thoreau said that in nature he 
always had a room to himself.

There is in nature that sense that no 
one has ever been where you are right 
now and no one has ever seen the view 
you are beholding. During the change 
of seasons it can feel even more like na-
ture is putting on her show just for us.

Ansel Adams, the photographer of 
nature, wrote of his fi rst experience 
with nature: “The splendor of Yosemite 
burst upon us and it was glorious, one 
wonder after another … and a new era 
began for me.” He was 14 at the time 
and that moment cemented his com-
mitment to become a photographer.

Whatever it is that the forests and 
mountains and rivers give us, I’m 
thankful that we are rich in these tran-
scendent places. 

Jan Varney
La Grande

Your views

Write to us

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Observer welcomes letters to the editor. Letters are limited to 350 words 

and must be signed and carry the author’s address and phone number (for 

verifi cation purposes only). 

We edit letters for brevity, grammar, taste and legal reasons. We do not fact 

check. We will not publish poetry, consumer complaints against businesses or 

personal attacks against private individuals. Thank-you letters are discouraged. 

Letter writers are limited to one letter every two weeks.

Email your letters to news@lagrandeobserver.com or mail them to La Grande 

Observer, 1406 5th St.


