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INITIATIVES
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you working,” Smith said.

The state lists 16 steps before a
measure gets on a ballot.

The long process starts when
petitioners get the state’s initial
approval of a ballot measure and
then gather 1,000 voter signatures
to “sponsor” the measure. The state
Justice Department then formally
drafts the measure summary that
would appear on a ballot, and
petitioners are free to pursue
getting signatures equal to 6% of
voters who participated in the 2018
general election.

Smith shelved his plan before
rounding up the first 1,000 signa-
tures.

“T stopped at that point because I
realized it was going to be impossi-
ble to achieve my goal,” Smith said.
“Tt made me feel like the power of
the people has become zero.”

He simply wanted to participate
in the process to help his neighbors
and community without needing
the help of a large advocacy group.

“Individuals do not have that
power. Power comes from a mass of
people agreeing with you, and for
individuals without any help, there’s
no way to make that work,” he said.

He’s dropped the initiative and
instead is running for a House seat
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The Associated Press file photo

The long process of getting an initiative on the ballot starts when petitioners get the state’s initial ap-
proval of a ballot measure and then gather 1,000 voter signatures to “sponsor” the measure.

in Eugene.

In Oregon, initiatives face a long
and winding road to the ballot.
Most never make it.

Between 2010 and 2018, only one
in three initiatives received approval
from the Elections Division to circu-
late, according to agency data.

Of 314 petitions filed over the

past decade, 23 gained the required
signatures to qualify for the ballot.
Of'those, 10 were approved by
voters.

With just over eight months left
until the July 2 deadline to qualify
for the general election ballot next
fall, only three initiative petitions
have submitted the 1,000 sponsor

signatures and been cleared for
regular signature gathering.

The first is a measure called “Get
Big Money Out of Oregon Elec-
tions III,” a proposed constitutional
amendment to allow laws that
regulate contributions and expen-
ditures made to influence elections.
The measure “Tolls Need Voter

Approval” is a proposed constitu-
tional amendment requiring voter
approval for certain road tolls.

“Oregon Psilocybin Services
Act” would allow the manufacture,
delivery and administration of
psilocybin.

Elections Division data shows
that prospective initiatives are
lagging slightly behind where
initiative petitions typically are in
the process at this point.

In 2018, only 10 of 45 proposed
initiatives were approved to cir-
culate for signature gathering. On
average, backers of those petitions
had at least nine months to gather
signatures after receiving their
certified ballot title from the at-
torney general, and some less time
considering they were appealed to
the Oregon Supreme Court.

In the 2020 cycle, the toll roads
measure was cleared to circulate
in December. The initiative is
backed by Rep. Mike Nearman,
R-Independence, and Julie Parrish,
former state representative from
West Linn.

According to Parrish, volunteers
gathered signatures at county fairs
and public events across Oregon
this summer. So far, she said, they
haven’t had to do any paid signa-
ture gathering, which speaks to the
volunteer pool available to them to
get this initiative off the ground.
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The latest head count The superintendent said . . o .
numbers indicate that La a teacher may have to be b
Grande High School has 683  added at LMS in the next cele ratlng our PhySIClan ASSIStantS (PAS)
students and La Grande school year as a result of . . . . .
Middle School has 558. Of the projected growth, but no We honor them for all they do to benefit their patients and improve our quality of life.
the district’s three elemen- changes in staffing will likely .
tary schools, Centralisthe ~  be needed at LHS. National PA Week: October 6-12, 2019
largest with 472 students,

Island City is next with Contact Dick Mason at
303, and Greenwood is close 541-786-5386 or dmason @
behind with 295. lagrandeobserver.com. Follow

At the secondary level, Dick on Twitter @lgoMason.
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Angela Seeds, PA-C
GRH Specialty Clinic
Urology

Learn more about Physician Assistants in our
online Provider Directory at www.grh.org today!

Darryl Sandberg, PA-C
GRH Union Clinic
Family Medicine

GRH Specialty

Nathan Bolton, PA-C

Orthopedics

Aaron Cooper, PA-C
GRH Specialty Clinic
Orthopedics

Clinic

GRANDE RONDE
HOSPITAL AND CLINICS




