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an unforced error on La
Grande’s side of the net
finished off the match.
“Tt takes a lot of grit to see
a team come back like that
in the third set,” Lapp said.
House had three aces for

TIGERS
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little things that got us. We
need to learn how to finish a
game.”

The Intermountain
Conference’s fourth-ranked
Bucks asserted dominance
right away as they allowed
just one point against its
eight before the Tigers called
the first of two timeouts for
the set.

The Tigers came within
three points off of senior set-
ter Kenzie Williams' tip after
the break, but the Bucks put
up seven unanswered points,
and senior outside hitter Zoe
Jones’ kill helped them to a
10-point, 19-9 lead, forcing
the second Tigers timeout.

“We struggled,” Williams
said. “We didn’t bring the
energy in that first set. We
reminded ourselves to play
our game, and play it to our
abilities.”

La Grande managed only
three more points after the
break. Meanwhile, Jones,
who finished with a match-
high 17 kills, helped the
Bucks to one more 10-point
advantage. Tigers senior out-
side hitter Jayce Seavert’s
return at match point fell
out of bounds, handing the
Bucks the first set.

“It was our mindset,”
Pendleton coach Amanda
Lapp said. “We saw them
earlier in the season. We had
a focused talk at practice
yesterday. We knew we'd
have to come out strong and
work for our points.”

Kathy Aney/EO Media Group
Kenzie Williams, left, and Jaiden Hafer attempt a block
for the La GrandeTigers at PendletonTuesday.

Pendleton stayed just one
point ahead to start set two
until a three-point rally at
5-4 gave them some distance.
They took another 10-point
lead off junior middle blocker
Josie Wilson’s block. The
Bucks would get four more
10-point advantages before
the set was through.

Sophomore middle blocker
Daisy Jenness slammed a
kill that sealed the set.

The Tigers jumped out to
its first lead of the night at
5-4 to start the final con-
test, but Jones tied it at 5-5.
Presley Justice had a kill for
a 12-8 game later on, forcing
Pendleton’s first timeout.

“They’re great competi-
tion,” Pendleton senior libero
Carissa Cooley said of La
Grande. “They always make
us work.”

Bucks sophomore outside
hitter Sauren Garton rallied
off a pair of points to bring
Pendleton within two points
of La Grande, but the Tigers
held firm, eventually taking
an eight-point lead.

A Pendleton rally was fin-
ished off by two consecutive
kills from Jones to bring the
set to 21-20, and the Tigers
responded with a failed
return on the next play, knot-
ting the score at 21-21.

“When she gets in front
with the ball, you have
confidence in her;” Lapp said
of Jones. “You know she’s
going to make a play with it,
whether it's a hard swing, or
putting the ball where the
defense isn’t.”

Jones posted another

the night. Jones, Wilson,
and junior designated setter
DeLaney Duchek each had
two. House also had a team-
high nine digs.

Justice led the Tigers with
eight kills, and Seavert fin-
ished with 14 digs. Williams
followed with seven kills.

“Obviously, we wanted to
get the win,” Williams said.
“We brought the energy in
the third set, but we just fell
short.”

La Grande (16-4, 3-0 GOL)
will compete in the Seaside
Tournament on Saturday.
Also Tuesday
EAGLES GET PAST IMBLER

Sabrina Albee had 15 aces
and seven kills to lead the
Joseph Eagles volleyball
team to a four-set road win
over the Imbler Panthers
in Old Oregon League play
Tuesday, 25-19, 25-21, 22-25,
25-21.

Madelyn Nelson added
12 kills and Molly Curry
had five aces, and the trio of
Albee, Nelson and Curry had
two blocks apiece. Camille
Crenshaw added five kills.

Imbler was led by Aspen
Smith, who turned in a
match-high 18 kills. Erin
Coston had 11 kills. Rylee
Deal had 33 assists, and
Anika McDonald had 24
digs. Coston and Smith each
added 19 digs.

(It was a) tough loss
tonight against a strong
Joseph team. We will refocus
and work to improve our
overall team performance
for our remaining league
matches,” Imbler head coach
Jennifer Teeter said.

Joseph (10-11 overall, 4-3
OOL) visits South Wasco
County Friday, while Imbler
(9-12, 6-2) hosts Cove Thurs-
day.
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