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Husband checks out of marriage
after wife’s cancer diagnosis

DEAR ABBY: I need some advice for my
dear friend. She needs to have chemotherapy
and her husband says he won’t help her
when she gets sicker from the meds. She is
devastated and feels like he isn’t even her
husband anymore.

He told her he will move out and put her
into a nursing home and that they can break

you should agree to leave the arrangement
the way it is.

DEAR ABBY: I live in a neighborhood
with nosy neighbors who like to gossip. My
wife and I are private people and keep our
business to ourselves. There is one person,
a man who recently moved here, whom I

up. Any advice? consider to be my only good friend.
— DEVASTATED IN THE The other day my friend
MIDWEST DEAR showed me a text he had
DEAR DEVASTATED: I received from another one of
am appalled. That someone ABBY my neighbors — a doctor —

could be so heartless and
cruel is deplorable. Your
friend’s husband appears to be one of those
who becomes so freaked out by his spouse’s
cancer diagnosis that he cuts and runs
instead of standing by her when the going
gets tough. (Yes, regrettably, there are some.)
Her top priority right now has to be
getting through this challenge, regardless
of what it involves. Are there supportive

asking him if I had a certain

medical condition. My friend
responded by saying that the topic had not
been discussed. I find the inquiry to be inap-
propriate. It's really none of his business.
also believe my neighbor the doctor showed a
lack of character and poor judgment. I value
your input. Are my feelings out of line?

—TICKED OFF IN TAMPA

DEAR TICKED OFF: Your feelings

A man sun-
bathes amidst
patches of
dried out lawn
from a lack of
rain in Atlanta.
Scientists say
more than

45 million
people across
14 Southern
states are now
in the midst of
a drought that's
cracking farm
soil, drying up
ponds and rais-
ing the risk of
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wildfires.

‘FHash drought worsening
across 14 Southern states

By Jess Martin

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — More than

friends or family members who are willing ~ are not out of line. If the doctor is truly 45 million people across 14
to see her through the term of her treat- concerned about your well-being and not Southern states are now in
ment? neighborhood gossip, he should have asked the midst of what’s being
If so, that’s what I recommend. you that question directly. called a “flash drought”
When she recovers — because with the that’s cracking farm soil,
advances that are being made in cancer DEAR ABBY: My father was killed recent- drying up ponds and raising
treatment every day, it is entirely possible —  ly in a shooting. I have received text messages the risk of wildfires, scien-
I hope she realizes how lucky sheistoberid  and phone calls from my immediate family tists said Thursday.
of this poor excuse for a man. and close friends. My mother-in-law was The weekly U.S. Drought
thoughtful enough to send me a card, and I Monitor report released
DEAR ABBY: I am divorced and live called to thank her the day I received it. Thursday shows extreme
alone, which I enjoy. 'm a homebody — [ My husband has other close relatives. drought conditions in parts
work and come home. None of them called me, not even my sister- of Texas, Alabama, Georgia,
I dated a woman many years ago and we  in-law. They have my number, so that’s not Kentucky, South Carolina
have reunited. I'm very much in love with the issue. Is this the norm in the United and the Florida panhandle.
her. She has family not far from here, and if I~ States? I ask because I come from a different Lesser drought conditions
marry her, I know I'm going to be inundated  background, and I find this disheartening. also have expanded in parts
with visits from them on a regular basis. — GRIEVING IN NEVADA of Arkansas, Louisiana and
Problem is, I love my privacy. I'm getting cold DEAR GRIEVING: Please accept my Mississippi.

feet because of this. I have lived the way I do
for a long time and I'm happy with it.

deepest sympathy for the tragedy that took
your father. When something so out of the

Overall, nearly 20 percent
of the lower 48 USS. states is

— COLD FEET IN THE SOUTH  ordinary happens, many people don’t know experiencing drought condi-
DEAR COLD FEET: Have you talked what to say. tions.
to this lady about your concerns? If you While something as simple as, “I'm so The drought accelerated
haven't, it’s time, because it’s entirely pos- sorry,” or, “You are in my prayers, and my rapidly in September, as
sible that she loves her family as much as thoughts are with you,” would suffice, they record heat combined with

you love your privacy and won’t want to be
isolated from them.

In a situation like yours, if there is no
compelling reason to tie the knot, perhaps

are so fearful they will say the wrong thing
that they say nothing. Your husband’s fam-
ily may fall into this category. Please try to

forgive them.

little rainfall to worsen the
parched conditions, said
Brian Fuchs, a climatologist
at the National Drought

Mitigation Center in Ne-
braska.

“Typically we look at
drought as being a slow
onset, slow-developing type
phenomenon compared to
other disasters that rap-
idly happen, so this flash
drought term came about,”
Fuchs said. “The idea is
that it’s more of a rapidly
developing drought situa-
tion compared to what we
typically see.”

Fuchs said he expects
scientists to have further
discussions about flash
droughts, and perhaps de-
velop parameters for what
constitutes a flash drought.

Climate change is
expected to make this kind
of drought even hotter in
the southern Great Plains,
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
reported recently.

In a separate report this
summer, NOAA scientists
and researchers with the
University of Colorado
Boulder studied the impacts
of the intense 2017 flash

drought in the northern
Great Plains, which caused
$2.6 billion in losses in the
region. A more arid land-
scape due to climate change
“will make droughts of
similar intensity 20 percent
more likely than in the
past,” NOAA said in a sum-
mary of the research.

The current drought has
been putting stress on a
wide variety of crops across
the South, including cotton
in Alabama, peanuts in
Georgia and tobacco in Vir-
ginia, according to reports
from the National Drought
Mitigation Center.

Pumpkins are faring
better in Alabama, though
they’re somewhat smaller
this year due to the drought.

“We would have liked
to have had a few more
pumpkins this year, but
we do have pumpkins and
we are selling pumpkins _
that’s the good news,” said
Doug Chapman, a commer-
cial horticulture expert with
the Alabama Cooperative
Extension System.
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