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Eastern Oregon’s Aspen Christiansen dives to make a play on a ball Saturday.

VOLLEYBALL

Continued from Page 6A

A 9-2 run in the first set

put the Mountaineers up
16-9, and a subsequent 6-0
spurt made it 22-12. A kill
by Hailee Ackerman and

a block by Ackerman and
Taylor ended the set.

Madison Pilon capped a
9-1 run in the second set
with an ace that put Eastern
ahead 17-9, and an 8-0 run
ended the set moments later
on another Ackerman kill.

Eastern took a little longer
to break away in the third,
but another 9-2 run put the
Mountaineers ahead 18-11,
and Sade Williams ended
the match with a kill.

“We have a lot of room
to improve. I don’t think
this weekend was our best
weekend of play,” Taylor
said, pointing specifically to
the team’s attack as an area
to get better. “For sure our
hlttmg percentage. Hitting
wise we were making errors
we don’t normally make in
games. Things we can con-
trol, we need to control.”

One area, though, that
was consistent throughout
the weekend — as it has
been all season — was the
defense. With Taylor lead-
ing the way both nights,
EOU had eight team blocks
Friday and seven Saturday.
The team also had 117 digs
in the two matches, which
helped keep both Warner
Pacific’s and Multnomah’s
kill percentage down. Kiley
McMurtrey (30) and Aspen
Christiansen (24) led the
team in digs over the week-
end.

“Our defense is the
backbone right now, block-
ing wise, but also the floor
defense,” McLean-Morehead
said. “T think that Aspen and
Ki are doing a great job back
there of momentum, of keep-
ing the ball in pay, of getting
everybody to buy in, (and)
being on the same page.
They're really doing their
jobs and over and above
their jobs.”

Christiansen pointed to
the amount of court time
together for her and McMur-
trey — and, by extension, the
team — as why the back line
has been solid.

“It helps that this is Kiley’s
and my third year playing
next to each other. Over the
years we've gotten better at
it, and we're finally hitting
our peak,” she said.

The junior added that
while the team has room to
grow, the players are “still
playing steady and we're still
playing strong. We're getting
better every game.”

Megan Bunn and Bre-
anna Shaffer each added
four kills for EOU against
Multnomah. McMurtrey had
19 digs and three aces. Pilon
added 15 assists, Christian-
sen had 10 digs, and both
Taylor Tibbetts and Acker-
man had three blocks.

On Friday, Bunn had 10
kills and Cambree Scott
added eight to lead the
Mountaineers’ sweep of
Warner Pacific.

EOU put the first set away
against the Knights with an
11-3 run, ending it on a kill
by Shaffer, but had to work

Ronald Bond/The Observer

Kathy Orr/EO Media Group
La Grande's Nathan Reed, right, takes a hand off from Parker Robinson during the
Tigers' 34-21 win over Baker Friday.

to close out Warner Pacificin ~ McMurtrey (11) — reached

the second and third. East-  double-digits in digs, and TI G E RS two TD passes.

ern built an 18-10 lead inthe  Pilon had 22 assists. Robinson’s third touchdown run gave La
second on an ace by Acker- The two wins set up what Continued from Page 6A Grande a 28-7 lead before Smith connected
man, but the Knights got will be one of the biggest Mecllmoil said the Tigers took advantage ~ with Myer for a score with 4:09 left in the
within 24-22 before Taylor matches of the season on of the Baker miscues, then got its running third period.

ended the set with a kill. the national level when No. game on track. La Grande added a TD run in the fourth

In the third, Eastern ral- 7 Corban — the only team “We made some adjustments in the quarter before Smith connected with Riley
lied from a six-point deficit to defeat EOU this fall — second half and started pushing the ballup ~ Flanagan for Baker’s final score.
and was down 24-22 before comes to town Friday. The the field,” McIlmoil said. “We ran the ball “We challenged the kids to play better
getting the final four points. ~ Warriors (12-3 overall, 9-0 pretty well.” in the second half,” Ramos said. “We fixed
Taylor tied the set at 24-24 CCC) currently lead the The Tigers outgained Baker 220 yardsto ~ some things. I was proud of the kids the way
with a kill. Bunn gave the conference, while EOU (19-1, 13 on the ground. they played hard to the finish.”
Mountaineers the lead with ~ 9-1) is in second. In an attempt to jump-start a stagnant La Grande received a minor scare when
a kill, then teamed with “We need to come out offense, Baker switched to Spencer Smith Robinson was knocked out of the game

Taylor for a block toend the ~ ready to set the tone against at quarterback in the second half. Smith,a  twice in the second half.

match. Corban next weekend,” Tay- senior, had not played quarterback since his “I think hell be fine,” Mcllmoil said after
Taylor had seven kills lor said. “That’s going to be a sophomore season. the game.

and five block assists. Four good game.” “Spencer did fine. In fact he did more La Grande (5-0 overall, 2-0 GOL) travels

players — Pilon (14), Chris- The matchup begins at than fine,” Ramos said. to Ontario Friday. La Grande defeated

tiansen (14), Bunn (12)and 5 p.m. Friday. Smith finished 9-0f-19 for 174 yardsand ~ Ontario 56-6 in its GOL opener.

HEALTH NOTIFICATION!

Are You Hard of Hearing?

A major name brand hearing aid provider
wishes to field test a remarkable new
digital hearing instrument in the area. This
offer is free of charge and you are under no
obligation.

These revolutionary 100% Digital
instruments use the latest technology to
comfortably and almost invisibly help you
hear more clearly. This technology solves
the “stopped up ears” and “head in a
barrel” sensation some people experience.

If you wish to participate, you will be
required to have your hearing tested in our

office FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your results
with the hearing instruments with our hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so
desire, at a tremendous savings for participating in this field test. Special
testing will be done to determine the increased benefits of this technology.

Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise
environment, accuracy of hearing test, and proper fit.

This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if hearing help is
available for your hearing loss and get hearing help at a very affordable
price.

Call Now and Make a Reservation if you wish to be Included!

THIS WEEK ONLY! OFFEREXPIRES OCT 1™, 2019

Special Notice State
Employees
You may qualify for a
hearing aid benefit up to
$4,000 every 4 years.
Call for eligibility status.
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Since 1990 the Miracle-Ear Foundation™ has been providing hearing aids, follow-up care, and educational resources to

people with hearing loss who demonstrate personal inability to financially provide for their hearing health needs. We do . .
this because we believe everyone in our community deserves quality hearing instruments. Mention Code:
190ctHealth
LA GRANDE BAKER CITY ENTERPRISE

111 Elm Street 2021 Washington Ave.

La Grande, OR 97850 Baker City, OR 97814 Enterprise, OR 97828
541-605-2109 541-239-3782 541-239-3877

visit us online at: www.miracle-ear.com

603 Medical Parkway

Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences will vary depending on severity of
loss, accuracy of evaluation by our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust amplification. Pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in

satisfaclog condition for a full refund.



