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Presley Justice, left, had five aces, while Felicity Houston had three in La Grande’s sweep of Ontario Tuesday.

Acesup for La Grande

By Ronald Bond
The Observer

The La Grande Tigers
didn’t put up the type of
attack numbers they are
accustomed to on Tuesday
night — largely due to the
service ace being one of their
biggest weapons.

Presley Justice had 14
kills and five of La Grande’s
18 aces as the Tigers quickly
swept Ontario in a Greater
Oregon League home
contest, 25-13, 25-13, 25-13
— a match that took just 55
minutes to complete.

“We served phenomenally
tonight, so we didn’t have
a ton of chances to get the
offense going, (but) when
we had an opportunity to do
that I thought we executed
the offense really well,” head
coach Melinda Becker-
Bisenius said.

Jacie Howton served up
four aces, Jaiden Hafer and
Felicity Houston each had
three, and Renna Martinez
added two. La Grande had
several lengthy service runs
— both Hafer and Houston
had strings of three straight
aces during the second set,
and Justice had four of her
aces during a 12-0 run in the
final set that broke it wide
open. She also had a kill to
start the run and a kill from
the back row to end it to put
La Grande up 22-9 in the
third.

“We worked together a lot

SCOREBOARD

LOCAL SCHEDULE

Thursday

PREP VOLLEYBALL
Griswold at Elgin, 5 p.m.
Union at Pilot Rock,

6:30 p.m.

Cove at Nixyaawii,

6:30 p.m.

Pine Eagle at Joseph,
5p.m.

PREP CROSS COUNTRY
Wallowa Valley at Crosby
Invitational, TBD, Ontario
Friday

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
Warner Pacific at Eastern
Oregon, 7 p.m.

PREP VOLLEYBALL
Echo at South Wasco
County, 5:30 p.m.

Pine Eagle at Cove, 6 p.m.
Powder Valley at Crane,

FOOTBALL

NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
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New England 4 0 01.000 122 27
Buffalo 3 1 0.750 76 63
N.Y. Jets 0 3 0.000 33 70
Miami 0 4 0.000 26 163
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Panthers win key
OOQOL battle in five

Observer staff

Ellen Morris Bishop/EO Media Group
Imbler’s Rylee Deal had 26 assists and 13 digs as the
Panthers rallied to get past Wallowa in five sets.

nears the midway point of
Erin Coston and Aspen conference play.
Smith each had 12 kills “The main goal was trying
and 15 digs, and the Imbler  to keep the momentum from
better than we have in the Panthers rallied froma 2-1  the other team and keeping
last few home games, and deficit to sneak past the the errors down,” head coach
we had a lot more energy,” Wallowa Cougars on the Karly Knapp said. “This was
Justice said. “We were very road Tuesday, 25-19, 22-25,  a full team effort. Everyone
supportive of each other.” 11-25, 25-19, 15-13, in an contributed. Things just
La Grande never trailed Old Oregon League contest.  flowed tonight.”
in the opening set and led by “T am very proud of our The Bobcats had a bal-
as many as 13 points when team’s effort and deter- anced attack, getting 14 kills
Jayce Seavert put down one mination tonight,” Imbler from Autumn Daggett and
of her seven kills for a 21-8 head coach Jennifer Teeter 11 from Kylie Marriott. Bri-
lead. said. “They demonstrated anna Kohr tallied 10 digs,
Ontario hung around dur- great mental toughnessin ~ and Callie Glenn had 26 as-
ing the second set, leading at earning the victory after go-  sists and nine digs. Sydney
one point 5-2 and still hold- ing down two (sets) toone.  Antoine added two blocks.
ing a 10-9 lead late. Watching them come back The Bobcats (13-2 overall,
But La Grande’s serving to win set four and five was ~ 5-0 BMC) visit Pilot Rock
prowess and a big second very impressive.” Thursday.
set from Justice turned the The Panthers alsohad a BADGERS DROP LEOP-
tables. Hafer’s three straight solid night from Rylee Deal, =~ ARDS INTHREE
aces briefly gave the Tigers who recorded 26 assists and The Powder Valley
a 6-5 lead. Ontario took the Ronald Bond/The Observer | 13 digs. Anika McDonald Badgers continued their
lead back, but Justice had Jaiden Hafer had three of La Grande's 18 aces in the led Imbler with 29 digs,and ~ undefeated start to Old Or-
four kills and Houston her Tigers’ win over Ontario Tuesday. Kenna Whitmore had four egon League action with a
three aces during a 10-1 run blocks. Joelle Treat chippedin ~ sweep of the Cove Leopards
that turned Ontario’s lead lengthy rallies with a kill, ment,” she said. with 12 digs and both Treat ~ at home Tuesday, 25-17,
into a 19-11 margin for La and often with a well-placed Hafer said the key in and Coston had three aces. 25-14,25-13.
Grande. Howton finished the  hit as opposed to a power staying focused was to not Stats were not available “The girls played well,”
set with two aces of her own.  attack. overlook Ontario. for Wallowa. Badgers’ head coach Marji
“We always work on serv- “There are always open “We take it point by point Imbler (8-11 overall, Lind said. “They were able
ing, so we're accustomed spots on the court. Wetryto  and play how we normally 5-1 OOL) hosts Nixyaawii to come out and execute
to serving over the net and hit those to mix up our shots  play,” she said. tonight, while Wallowa (14-  their game plan.”
serving good, and we have so we're not as easy to read,” Howton, in addition to her 6, 5-2) visits Griswold and Cove was led by Austin
good chemistry, so that keeps ~ Justice said. four aces, added 17 assists. Nixyaawii Saturday. Kendall, who had eight kills.
the momentum going,” Hafer The Tigers did what they ~ Kenzie Williams had 13 BOBCATS SWEEP PROS- “Our net play was good,
said. were supposed to against assists and eight digs, and PECTORS but our hitting efficiency
Ontario led much of the a team that, on paper, they Houston had a team-best 11 The Union Bobcats was low;” Cove head coach
third until Howton’s fourth should have dominated. digs. strengthened their grip Brett Moore said.
ace — just before the set- Becker-Bisenius said she Corrine Maag had three on first place in the Blue Stats were not provided
breaking run — gave La was pleased with the effort.  kills and four aces for On- Mountain Conference Tues-  for Powder Valley.
Grande the lead for good at “We executed the game tario. day with a home sweep of The Badgers (20-1
10-9. plan. We talked about work- La Grande (16-1 overall, the Grant Union Prospec- overall, 6-0 OOL) visit
When Ontario did return ~ ing on some things sowe can ~ 3-0 GOL) head to the North tors, 25-22, 25-18, 25-12. Crane Friday, while Cove
aserve, La Grande was con-  focus on them this weekend =~ Marion Classic in Aurora The win gives Union a two-  (10-5, 3-3) is at Nixyaawii
sistently able to quash any at the North Marion Tourna-  Saturday. game lead in the BMC asit ~ Thursday.
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Houston 2 2 0.500 78 78
Indianapolis 2 2 0 .500 94 102
Jacksonvile 2 2 0 .500 84 84
Tennessee 2 2 0.500 91 62
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Cleveland 2 2 0.500 89 91
Baltimore 2 2 0 .500 135 100
Pittsburgh 1 3 0.250 76 88
Cincinnati 0 4 0.000 57 110
West
W L T Pct PF PA
KansasCity 4 0 01.000 135 94

Monday’s Game
Pittsburgh 27, Cincinnati 3

Thursday’s Game
L.A. Rams at Seattle, 5:20 p.m.

BASEBALL

MLB Playoffs

All Times PDT
WILD CARD
Tuesday, Oct. 1: Washington 4,
Milwaukee 3
Wednesday, Oct. 2: Tampa Bay
(Morton 16-6) at Oakland (Manaea 4-0),
5:09 p.m. (ESPN)
DIVISION SERIES
(Best-of-5)
AMERICAN LEAGUE
Houston vs. Oakland-Tampa Bay
winner
Friday, Oct. 4: Oakland-Tampa Bay
winner at Houston, 11:05 a.m. (FS1)
Saturday, Oct. 5: Oakland-Tampa Bay
winner at Houston, 6:07 p.m. (FS1)
Monday, Oct. 7: Houston at Oakland-
Tampa Bay winner (MLB)
x-Tuesday, Oct. 8: Houston at

1:37 p.m. (TBS)
Sunday, Oct. 6: Atlanta at St. Louis
TBS

)
x-Monday, Oct. 7: Atlanta at St. Louis
(TBS)
x-Wednesday, Oct. 9: St. Louis at
Atlanta (TBS)

SOCCER

Major League Soccer

EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L T Pts

GF GA

xNew York City FC17 6 10 61 61 41
x-Atlanta 17 12 55 55 42
x-Philadelphia 16 10 7 55 57 48
xD.C. United 13 10 10 49 42 38
xNew York 14 13 6 48 53 48
x-Toronto FC 12 10 11 47 5 52
xNewEngland 11 10 12 45 49 54
Chicago 9 12 12 39 50 45
Montreal 1117 5 38 4460
Columbus 10 15 8 38 39 46
Orlando City 9 14 10 37 42 47
Cincinnati 23 375

5
WESTERN CONFERENCE
W L T Pts GFGA

3r0,

\WB@ )

1<t - JERRY ANDERSON,
I-A G RANDE (5 misses, closest tie-breaker)

2'> . BRIAN CANTWELL,
LA GRAN DE(5 misses, 2nd closest)

ROXANNE STEPHENS,
I-A GRANDE(S misses, 3rd closest)

Congratulations! From The Ohserver.




