
rehab centers in Walla Walla, 
Tri-Cities and Yakima have 
closed.

With Blue Mountain Wild-
life the only rehabilitation 
facility in Oregon east of The 
Dalles and the closest Wash-
ington facility at Washington 
State University in Pullman, 
Blue Mountain Wildlife’s cov-
erage is now nearly the size 
of New York state, stretching 
from Burns to the south to 
Wenatchee, Washington, to 
the north.

Washington not only pro-
vides Blue Mountain Wildlife 
with a steady stream of birds, 
but also brings in an impor-
tant source of revenue.

Tompkins said the non-
profi t gets much of its fund-
ing through memberships, 
a source of revenue that’s 
often cultivated when Blue 
Mountain Wildlife comes into 
contact with rescuers.

Tompkins said restrict-
ing Blue Mountain Wildlife 
to taking in birds only from 
Oregon would cut off Blue 
Mountain Wildlife from 
members in Eastern Wash-
ington, which is more highly 
populated than its regional 
counterpart in Oregon.

Without those members, 
Tompkins said Blue Moun-
tain Wildlife wouldn’t have 
the funds to stay open as a 
rehab center, and she’s now 
trying to fi nd answers from 
the state.

On Aug. 21, Tompkins 
emailed Brad LeaMaster, 
state veterinarian for the 
Oregon Department of Agri-
culture, and asked him about 
the ODA regulations for im-
porting migratory birds and 
whether they’ve changed.

LeaMaster responded the 
next day that ODA migratory 
bird rules were originally 
intended to apply to good 
Samaritans who transported 
injured birds across state 
lines without knowing the 
state’s requirements. He 
added that the ODA eventu-
ally dropped its migratory 
bird permit program because 
it duplicated ODFW respon-
sibilities.

After recounting past 
instances where migratory 
birds spread diseases like 
West Nile virus and the bird 
fl u, he discouraged Tompkins 
from importing birds.

“We should be very con-
servative about moving wild 
migratory birds across state 
lines. Injured/sick birds in 
Washington need to be reha-
bilitated in Washington and 
not shipped to Oregon ... and 
vice versa,” he wrote. “Please 
understand that we realize 
that you, and other rehabili-
tation facilities do extremely 
important and caring work. 
However, for the greater good 
of our state, routine ship-
ments of migratory birds 
across state lines should not 
be allowed.”

In an interview Wednes-
day, LeaMaster reiterated 
many of the same points, 
adding that ODA’s concerns 
about migratory birds mostly 
have to do with how they 
affect avian livestock like 
chickens.

LeaMaster said track-
ing migratory bird imports 
is split between the ODA, 
which regulates permanent 
imports, and ODFW, which 
covers temporary stays.

LeaMaster was confused 
as to why Tompkins was con-
cerned now since the rules 
had been in place for several 
years, but he was compli-
mentary of Blue Mountain 
Wildlife’s efforts.

Tompkins also reached out 
to Colin Gillin, ODFW state 
wildlife veterinarian, but she 
said she hasn’t heard back.

Gillin was out of the offi ce 
Wednesday. ODFW spokes-
man Adam Baylor said the 
department’s rules hadn’t 
changed and referred in-
quires back to the ODA.

Tompkins’ concerns over 
state regulations comes as 
Blue Mountain Wildlife is the 
midst of a fundraising drive.

inconvenience is worth it. 
While providers are willing to be in-

convenienced, GRH’s goal is to make 
the process of health care more conve-
nient for patients. With the MyChart 
portal, patients can be more engaged 
in their health care management. The 
portal allows them to schedule ap-
pointments, refi ll certain prescriptions 
and correspond with their doctors 
about non-emergency questions and 
concerns. 

For Sattar, this means the hospital’s 
goal of patient engagement is being 
achieved. Sattar said the best care is 
provided when there is a balance of 
technology integration and old-school 
human interaction. 

“The more engagement you have, 
the more effi cient the outcome will 
be,” Sattar said. 

Sattar said right now GRH is 
working to fi nd a balance between 
integrating the use of technology and 
working with providers and patients 
who are not as comfortable with it. 
Non-digital communication is still 
available for those who may not want 
to use the portal. Patients may call 
or visit their providers for all their 
health care needs. Sattar said the 
hospital is proud to provide both. 

Another benefi t of being a “wired” 
hospital that Sattar identifi ed is 
having the ability to collect and ana-
lyze data. Rather than relying on 
their memory alone, providers can 
see the data for effective treatments. 
This includes looking at trends of 
what treatments have worked in the 
past, what the current illnesses are 
within the community and predict-
ing changes that may occur in the 
future with proper adjustments in 
patient care. 

“It’s not just hindsight, but insight 

into what is working and foresight 
into what may work in the future,” 
Sattar said. 

When looking at the detailed score 
from CHIME for the award, Sattar 
was able to identify improvements 
that can still be made in GRH’s use 
of technology. According to Sattar, in 
some areas, although the technol-
ogy exists, there is a combination of 
factors preventing the hospital from 
fully implementing it, including the 
fi nancial cost as well as the comfort 
levels of both patients and providers. 

was reported just after 
midnight on Sept. 21 and 
destroyed a barn built in the 
1880s; a third fi re at 64703 
Courtney Lane in Summer-
ville destroyed an abandoned 
home the evening of Sept. 21; 
and the fourth fi re caused 
smoke damage and moderate 
structural damage on Sept. 
24 to a warehouse at 410 
Railroad Ave, Imbler. 

Knight’s bail has been set 
at $250,000. He can pay 10% 
of it to be released under the 
standard release agreement 
with additional regulations. 
Knight is to have no contact 
with the properties that were 
damaged or their owners, he 
has a curfew of 7 p.m. to 
6 a.m., and he will be moni-
tored by a GPS system, accord-
ing to Judge Thomas Powers. 

The state, represented by 
attorney Greg Baxter, had 
requested bail to be set at 
$500,000 due to the threat 
they believe Knight poses to 
public safety. Judge Powers 
said that because of Knight’s 
ties to the community, having 
lived in the area his entire life 
and having family in Elgin 
and La Grande, in addition to 
the lack of funds the currently 
unemployed high school stu-
dent has, that amount would 
be unconstitutional. However, 
because of the escalating 
nature of the alleged arson, 
Powers set the bail above the 
standard $45,000. 

The counts of arson are 
Class C felonies, which carry 
a maximum sentence of fi ve 
years in jail and $125,000 if 
the defendant is found guilty. 
Tampering with evidence is 
a Class A misdemeanor that 
carries a maximum sentence 
of one year in jail and a fi ne 
up to $6,250 according to 
Oregon laws. 

Knight has requested 
counsel and has until 4:30 
p.m. Oct. 4 to request a pre-
liminary hearing. 

department has 15 full-
time fi refi ghters, allowing 
it to have fi ve full-time 
fi refi ghters on its three 48-
hour shifts. Presently the 
fi re department has a staff 
of four on two shifts and 
three on another.

The 10 fi refi ghters are 
working longer than regu-
lar hours in response to the 
shortage.

“Almost everyone on our 
staff is working overtime to 
cover shifts,” Cornford said. 

Help from retired fi re-
fi ghters in the community 
and fi refi ghters without 
EMT training and para-
medics without fi refi ghter 
training are also lending 
the LGFD a hand. Agencies 
assisting the LGFD include 
the La Grande Rural Fire 
Department and Union’s 
ambulance service. 

The La Grande Fire 
Department’s staffi ng situ-
ation, which has been hit 
by several retirements and 
fi refi ghters moving out of 
the area for a variety of rea-
sons, is set to soon improve. 
Cornford said that two new 
fi refi ghters with paramedic 
certifi cation will join the 
department, on Oct. 1 and 
Oct. 7, respectively. One has 
links to Union County and 
the other to Baker County, 
which Cornford hopes will 
prove to be a plus.

“People who have ties to 
the area are more likely to 
be long-term employees,” 
he said.

The fi re department 
will receive another boost 
in late October when a 
LGFD fi refi ghter with 
paramedic certifi cation 
who has been out on 
medical leave will return, 
increasing the depart-
ment’s staff to 13. 

Filling a staff is com-
plicated by the fact 
fi refi ghters need medical 
certifi cation because they 
are permitted to make 
ambulance calls. Five 
of La Grande’s full-time 
fi refi ghters have emer-
gency medical technician 
certifi cation and four have 
paramedic certifi cation, the 
highest given via the EMT 
system. 

Cornford wants to raise 
the number of paramed-
ics the LGFD has to nine. 
He noted that the three 
fi refi ghters to be added 
in October are also para-

medics, which means La 
Grande’s total will be seven 
a month from now.

To further raise the num-
ber of paramedics on staff, 
the department is exploring 
the possibility of offering fi re-
fi ghters the opportunity to 
take a 14-month paramedic 
certifi cation program online. 
The fi re department would 
cover the cost of tuition. 

Cornford said one fi re-
fi ghter on staff is now begin-
ning the online certifi cation 
program. If the experiment 
proves to be a success, more 
fi refi ghters will be given the 
chance to earn their certifi -
cation online. 

Cornford tells prospective 
recruits that the life of fi re-
fi ghters is challenging but 
also immensely fulfi lling.

“Every day you have a 
chance to make a difference 
in someone’s life,” he said. 
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GRH won an award for being a Most Wired hospital for its utilization of 

technology including a new computer-based charting system
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Join Our Team
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is looking for compassionate, 

friendly people to join our team of volunteers for the 

upcoming tax season. 

Tax-Aide is a free program that makes it easier for older 

taxpayers to file their tax returns. Neighbors like you help 

prepare tax returns or serve in other ways, like organizing 

client paperwork, managing computer equipment, acting 

as interpreters, or making sure everything runs smoothly. 

There’s a role for everyone.  

Sign up at aarpfoundation.org/taxaide.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
 ALASKA, WASHINGTON, OREGON, IDAHO, MONTANA

More info: Cecelia@cnpa.com or call (916) 288-6011

! PNDC CLASSIFIED - Daily Newspapers
29 newspapers - 1,187,980 circulation

Number of words: 25  "  Extra word cost: $10

Cost: $540 (Runs 3 consecutive days including wkds.)

! PNDN  2x2 DISPLAY - Daily Newspapers
27 newspapers - 1,016,864 circulation 

Size: 2x2 (3.25”x2”)   Cost: 1x  2x2: $1,050

REACH 3 million Pacific Northwesterners with just One Call!

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – 
GUARANTEED!

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  
License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAF-
FNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registra-
tion# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registra-

  

FINANCING*

SENIOR &

MILITARY

DISCOUNTS0
% %

OFF15
AND!

Promo Number: 285

1-855-536-8838FREE ESTIMATES!
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 
8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact 
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-
4781 for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; 
OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). 
6209

AW19-1037B

1-877-599-0125 
www.dental50plus.com/25

Get help paying dental bills and  
keep more money in your pocket.

Call for your FREE Information Kit!

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

ARSON
Continued from Page 1A

SHORTAGE
Continued from Page 1A

Dick Mason / The Observer File Photo

La Grande Fire Department fi refi ghters extinguish a 

blaze at Bearco Business Park the morning of Aug. 23.  


