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plan ahead
for Real ID

In just over a year — Oct. 1, 2020 — Oregonians
will have to have beefed up identification to board a
commercial airplane, enter most federal buildings
or visit a nuclear power plant. An exception will be
made for visits to a Social Security office that’s not
in a federal building, according to Cindy Malone of
the Social Security Administration’s regional media
office in Denver, Colorado.

There may be a problem getting the new, souped-
up driver’s license that is Real ID in time to use it by
that day, however.

That’s because Oregon won't be issuing the new
licenses until July 2020. It cannot do so because a
state law passed in 2009 barred the Department of
Transportation, which issues licenses, from spending
money on Real ID requirements unless that money
came from the federal government.

The law was rescinded in 2017, no doubt because
it became clear the Transportation Security Admin-
istration was unlikely to give Oregon more time to
comply with Real ID. Too, DOT is in the midst of a
computer system overhaul that will allow it to store
information to comply with the law.

Real ID came about for a really good reason. It was
adopted by Congress in 2005 and was a direct result
of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the United
States. It requires those applying for a Real ID card
to provide a birth certificate or valid passport, as well
as proof of a Social Security number. The whole point
is to make air travel, nuclear plants and federal of-
fices safer.

There are other options. People with valid pass-
ports or certain other federal ID will still be able to
fly, though they will not be able to enter military
bases. Too, people with standard old Oregon driver
licenses can legally continue to use them for driving
and other everyday activities.

Meanwhile, if you fly frequently, you should begin
planning for Real ID soon. The Department of Trans-

portation has information on its website to get you

going.

Write to us

MY VOICE

My Voice columns should be 500 words. Submissions
should include a portrait-type photograph of the
author. Authors also should include their full

name, age, occupation and relevant organizational
memberships.

We edit submissions for brevity, grammar, taste and
legal reasons. We reject those published elsewhere.
Send columns to La Grande Observer, 1406 5th St., La
Grande, Ore., 97850, fax them to 541-963-7804 or email
them to acutler@lagrandeobserver.com.
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Your views

Sher: The shift from fossil
fuels can and must be done

To the Editor:

As individual citizens, what do we
actually know about climate change?
If we are honest, we'll admit that our
knowledge is generally pretty spotty.
Furthermore, the information we think
is accurate might be coming from media
sources and politicians who are being
less than truthful in order to help their
benefactors in the oil/energy industries.

But we do know that we love our
children and grandchildren. Current
climate science is clear that the extreme
weather events we've seen in the last
few years are just the beginning of a
serious climate crisis. Do we want it on
our conscience that we did nothing while
extreme weather began to spiral out of
control, becoming more and more devas-
tating every decade — eventually leading
to mega-hurricanes, repeated massive
floods, unstoppable wildfires, unbearable
heat waves, deadly tornadoes ripping
up communities, droughts shriveling up
cropland and creating widespread fam-
ine, mass extinction of species, hundreds
of millions of climate refugees, world-
wide economic depression, etc.?

The consensus of climate scientists
is that we are currently headed toward
these disastrous conditions well before
the end of this century if we don’t
drastically curb our carbon emissions
now. (These changes will be effectively
permanent, by the way.) The shift away
from fossil fuels can be done — it is
mostly a matter of public policy — and
it MUST be done. It is not too late.
Otherwise, an unknown percentage of
our children and grandchildren will not
survive this bleak future. Don’t take a
chance with the lives of our loved ones.

Write to us

LETTERSTOTHE EDITOR

The Observer welcomes letters

to the editor. Letters are limited

to 350 words and must be signed
and carry the author’s address and
phone number (for verification
purposes only).

We edit letters for brevity,
grammar, taste and legal reasons.
We will not publish poetry,
consumer complaints against
businesses or personal attacks
against private individuals. Thank-
you letters are discouraged.

Letter writers are limited to one
letter every two weeks.

Email your letters to news@
lagrandeobserver.com or mail
them to La Grande Observer, 1406
bth St., La Grande, OR, 97850.

Chuck Sher

Petaluma, California

Campbell: National Recovery
Month — 'Together we are
stronger’

To the Editor:

Eastern Oregon communities are fac-
ing a serious challenge: the prevalence
of substance use and mental health
disorders.

One in five young adults lives with
mild to moderate mental health condi-
tions as well as substance use condi-
tions. More than 6% of youth ages 12-18
experience substance use disorders
and more than 25% experience mild to
moderate mental health conditions.

However, there is hope in working
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together to build a more coordinated and
cohesive prevention, treatment and recov-
ery-oriented service system. This change
must start at the community level.

September is National Recovery
Month, providing an opportunity to
share information, raise awareness
and take action toward improving the
lives of people and families impacted by
mental health and substance use condi-
tions. This year’s theme is “Together we
are stronger.”

Recognizing that substance use
and mental health conditions often
go hand-in-hand, at Greater Oregon
Behavioral Health, Inc., it is our goal
to promote a system of behavioral
health services where all people at risk
of or affected by substance use and its
associated trauma can reduce their
emotional and physical suffering while
stepping into a safe and welcoming
journey to wellness.

We can all play a part in inspiring
health and healing for people living
with behavioral health conditions by
supporting people who are on the path
of recovery — no matter where they
are in that journey — and by building
awareness of these conditions in our
own communities.

If you want to show your support for
individuals living in recovery, let your
loved ones and colleagues know you
support them in their recovery jour-
ney. National Recovery Month events
are happening in communities across
Oregon, so please participate because
together we can make a difference.

Kevin Campbell

CEO of Greater Oregon Behavioral
Health, Inc.
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