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oreword
program sponsored by Costa Sunglasses, which supports college-

based angling and stewardship programs throughout the 

nation. The program is co-sponsored and led by Trout Unlimited and 

the U.S. Forest Service. Each year the program sends several college 

students on an adventure to learn about the connection between river 

summer 2019 program sent a handful of students to the Columbia Basin 

local communities’ connections to these special places. The crew started 

their travels on the Willamette River, then traversed up the Mackenzie 

River and down the Deschutes River. After these adventures, they 

the Lower Snake and Grande Ronde Rivers. While in the Grande Ronde 

River Basin the crew of four conservation-minded anglers visited the 

Sheep Creek Restoration Project, Bird Track Springs Fish Enhancement 

Project, and the Wilson-Haun Ranch on the Wallowa River. Their Grande 

trip with a passionate landowner-

conservationist on private lands. 

Below is an account and photos 

by one of the program’s students, 

Matteo Moretti. 
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Throughout our journey, we were fortunate enough to meet, talk 

nerds and outdoorsmen ourselves, we approached this trip with a level 

gravity in the voices of our native people, and the sweat and grit that 

were evident on maps, blueprints, and design plans for cutting-edge 

as we worked on improving both headwater and mainstem sections of 

pointed out the progress already being made, and, most importantly, 


