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DONORS

Union School District
Brian Crader
Flying J Restaurant
Gravy Daves
Hometown Hardware
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Moy’s Dynasty Restaurant
Jo’s Fabric
Union Hotel
Marilyn May
Pet Sense
Granada ! eatre
Papa Murphy’s - Bob Hulden
Becky’s Burgers
Union Lions Club
Dennis Falk
Matt Later
RD Mac Inc.
Pepsi of Eastern Oregon
Loveland Funeral Chapel
Mike & Evelyn Merriman
Rhonda Emery
Dutch Brothers Coff ee
Lasting Impressions
Rattle Tail Coff ee & Such
Kent McCall
Main Street Barbershop
Dick Walker
Eastern Oregon Rental
Union Sanitation
EOLS
Mark Harris DMD

CB’s Portable Restrooms
Union County Chamber of Commerce
Falk’s Mini Mart
Donna Beverage
Miller’s Home Center - Steve Colkitt
City of Union
R. Doyle Slater
Blue Mountain Auto Parts
Freda K. Herron
Connected Professional Accountants, LLC
Globe Furniture Company
Ms. Carolyn Young
Chuck & Nelda Stelling
James G. Gray
Cornerstone Dentistry LLC
Joseph Martinez, DMD
Valley Realty
Koza Family Dental Care, P.C.
Union County
Mountain Valley ! erapy
Daniel D. Brown
Payroll & Accounting Services, P.C.
H.B. Lewis
Anderson Perry & Associates
Mr. Bob Gregory
Union Market - Mike Colkitt
OTEC
Red Cross Drug Store
Eric W. Valentine
Action Plumbing
Eastern Oregon Title
Safeway

Union County Fireworks 
Action Committee

Doug Wiggins, Bruce Weimer, Carla Sorweide, Pat Lang, 
Kristi Lee, Ali Litzlbeck, Jerry Matthews

! ank you to all of the individuals and businesses that made 
the Union County 4th Of July Celebration a success

DAILY 
PLANNER

TODAY
Today is Friday, Sept. 20, 

the 263rd day of 2019. There 
are 102 days left in the year.

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT
On Sept. 20, 2001, during 

an address to a joint ses-
sion of Congress, President 
George W. Bush announced 
a new Cabinet-level offi ce 
to fortify homeland security 
and named Pennsylvania 
Governor Tom Ridge its 
director.

ON  THIS DATE
In 1519, Portuguese 

explorer Ferdinand Magel-
lan and his crew set out 
from Spain on fi ve ships to 
fi nd a western passage to 
the Spice Islands. (Magel-
lan was killed enroute, but 
one of his ships eventually 
circled the world.)

In 1873, panic swept the 
fl oor of the New York Stock 
Exchange in the wake of 
railroad bond defaults and 
bank failures.

In 1881, Chester A. 
Arthur was sworn in as 
the 21st president of the 
United States, succeeding 
the assassinated James A. 
Garfi eld.

In 1958, Martin Luther 
King Jr. was seriously 
wounded during a book 
signing at a New York City 
department store when he 
was stabbed in the chest by 
Izola Curry. (Curry was later 
found mentally incompe-
tent; she died at a Queens, 
New York, nursing home in 
2015 at age 98.)

In 1962, James Mer-
edith, a black student, was 
blocked from enrolling at 
the University of Mississippi 
by Democratic Gov. Ross R. 
Barnett. (Meredith was later 
admitted.)

In 1976, Playboy 
magazine released an 
interview in which Demo-
cratic presidential nominee 
Jimmy Carter admitted he’d 
“looked on a lot of women 
with lust.”

In 1984, a suicide car 
bomber attacked the U.S. 
Embassy annex in north 
Beirut, killing at least 14 
people, including two Amer-
icans and 12 Lebanese. 

LOTTERY
Megabucks: $2 million

11-14-19-29-37-48

Mega Millions: $211 million

12-15-30-50-65-1-x4

Powerball: $80 million

14-19-39-47-51-15-x3

Win for Life: Sept. 18

27-40-56-73

Pick 4: Sept. 19
• 1 p.m.: 4-4-6-1
• 4 p.m.: 8-1-7-3
• 7 p.m.: 4-4-1-8
• 10 p.m.: 0-3-6-6
Pick 4: Sept. 18
• 1 p.m.: 8-4-4-1
• 4 p.m.: 7-7-8-6
• 7 p.m.: 9-3-4-0
• 10 p.m.: 1-8-9-4

NEWSPAPER LATE?
Every effort is made to de-

liver your Observer in a timely 
manner. Occasionally condi-
tions exist that make delivery 
more diffi cult.

If you are not on a motor 

route, delivery should be 
before 5:30 p.m. If you do not 
receive your paper by 5:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, please 
call 541-963-3161 by 6 p.m.

If your delivery is by 

motor carrier, delivery 
should be by 6 p.m. For calls 
after 6, please call 541-975-
1690, leave your name, 
address and phone number. 
Your paper will be delivered 
the next business day.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“A faith is a necessity to 

a man. Woe to him who 
believes in nothing.”

 — Victor Hugo, 

French author 

By Dick Mason 
The Observer

More than 150 years ago, 
the Oregon Trail wound 
along what is today Foot-
hill Road, which runs for 
6 miles along Ladd Marsh 
from Interstate 84 to south 
La Grande.

Today more people 
traveling on this road are 
becoming aware of its link 
to history — thanks to 
Ronnie Allen of La Grande.

Allen recently led an 
effort to replace three signs 
on Foothill Road that state 
its route was part of the 
Oregon Trail. The original 
signs have been missing 
for 15 to 20 years. 

Allen worked with 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation and Union 
County to get the new 
Oregon Trail Route signs 

posted. The signs, provided 
by ODOT, were installed 
earlier this month by 
Union County’s road de-
partment.

“(ODOT and Union 
County) did a tremendous 
job,” Allen said.

The signs are mounted 
on poles at two sites. One 
sign, facing west, is posted 
about 5.8 miles southeast of 
La Grande near the inter-
section with I-84. The other 
two signs stand together 

about half a mile outside 
of La Grande, with one 
Oregon Trail placard facing 
east and the other west.

Union County Public 
Works Department in-
stalled the signs at no cost.

“We were just helping 
out. (The project) was 
good for everyone. It was 
good public outreach,” 
said Union County Pub-
lic Works Director Doug 
Wright.

Allen said the efforts of 
the Union County Public 
Works Department saved 
him an enormous amount 
of time and effort. 

ODOT offi cials were de-
lighted to have the oppor-
tunity to provide replace-
ment signs.

“We always want to see 
the appropriate signs up. 
We were pleased to see 
something that is impor-
tant to the community re-
placed,” said ODOT spokes-
man Tom Strandberg. 

One of the original signs 
was taken down because it 
had been so badly damaged 
after being shot that it was 
hard to read, Allen said. No 
one knows what happened to 
the two other signs. 

The replacement of the 
lost signs on Foothill Road is 

just one of many projects Al-
len has undertaken to com-
memorate the Oregon Trail 
in the Grande Ronde Valley 
in recent years. In July he 
led the effort to create the 
Lower Ladd Canyon Oregon 
Trail Site along Hot Lake 

Lane, which salutes legend-
ary pioneer Ezra Meeker. 
The site includes a replica of 
an Oregon Trail stone mark-
er Meeker dedicated there in 
1906 while traveling across 
the United States to promote 
the  historic pathway. 

Signs 
point 
out link 
to trail

Dick Mason / The Observer

This is one of the three 
new signs on Foothill 
Road identifying it as part 
of the Oregon Trail.

By Steve Tool
EO Media Group

ENTERPRISE — Accord-
ing to a stipulated fi nal order 
from the Oregon Govern-
ment Ethics Commission, 
fi ve members of the Enter-
prise School District Board 
admitted to an executive 
meeting violation regarding 
the long-running dispute 
over the sports eligibility of a 
former EHS student.

The commission conducted 
the investigation based on 
an ethics complaint by Ilene 
Wells, wife of then-
Enterprise basketball 
coach and athletic director 
Larry Wells. Board members 
listed in the order are Kate 
Fent as chair and Position 
4 representative, Mandy 
Decker in Position 1, Adrian 
Harguess in Position 2, Mike 
Weideman in Position 2 and 
Heather Melville, who is 
vice-chair and holds Posi-

tion 5.
The fi nal order charged 

thae borard with violating 
executive session law during 
a Dec. 3, 2018, meeting in 
which they voted to send 
a letter that addressed 
complaints made by Justus 
Even’s parents about two 
school employees — Wells 
and high school principal 
Blake Carlsen, who had 
determined Even was ineli-
gible to participate in school 
sports because of a mid-year 
transfer issue. An executive 
session is a meeting in which 
a public board discusses in-
formation or records exempt 
from public inspection by law.

ORS 192.660(6) prohibits 
the board from taking any 
fi nal action or making any 
fi nal decision during an 
executive session. The OGEC 
found that the entire board 
violated the law in their 
actions.

EO Media Group fi le photo

A decision by Enterprise High School Principal Blake 
Carlsen, left, and then-Enterprise basketball coach and 
athletic director Larry Wells in 2018 ultimately led to 
fi ve members of the Enterprise School District Board of 
Directors admitting to a Dec. 3, 2018, executive meeting 
violation regarding the long-running dispute over the 
sports eligibility of a former EHS student.

School board 
admits to executive 
session violations 


