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Eastern Oregon harriers start ahead of last year's pace

By Ronald Bond mance by Megan Boals, placed “Some of that was the better “Twasn’t surprised how fast “That was a very good first run
The Observer third behind College of Idaho weather this year, but most ofitis ~ Megan Boals ran, but (she) was for her;” Welch said.

The Eastern Oregon University ~ and Northwest Nazarene during they are just better. They trained surprised how fast she ran, (accord- Molly Gulden rounded out
women’s cross country team is Friday’s race at Lane Farms east of  hard, (and) they're racing well,” ing to) one of the comments she the top five for EOU in 23rd in
already well ahead of whereit was ~ La Grande. Welch said. “ItT] be interesting to made,” Welch said. 20:56.20.
this time last year, and its effort at Head coach Ben Welch said, as see what comes of it. (Friday) was a Katie Jo Gebhardt just missed The men’s team was also third
its home meet proved as much. a team, the combined time was very good start.” breaking 20 minutes for the race, behind C of  and NNU.

The Mountaineers, led by a almost 3-1/2 minutes faster for its Herbes crossed the linein 19:21.10,  finishing in 20:06.20, and freshman Alex Navarro led the Moun-
seventh-place finish from Michelle  top five runners than in the same and Boals followed in 19:45.90 in Ella Coughlan was fourth on the taineers, placing sixth in a time of
Herbes and a 10th-place perfor- race last fall. what was a surprising race. team and 21st overall in 20:44.20. See Cross / Page 9A
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Eastern Oregon’s Phoenix Milhollen tries to make a touchdown catch falling down during the fourth quarter of
Saturday’s game against MontanaTech.The pass fell incomplete. The Orediggers defeated EOU, 35-10.

By Ronald Bond
The Observer

The Montana Tech Orediggers set
the tone from the game’s first drive and
spoiled Eastern Oregon University’s
home opener.

Jed Fike rushed 167 yards and scored
three touchdowns, and Montana Tech
built a 21-point first-half lead en route
to a 35-10 victory over the Mountain-
eers Saturday in Frontier Conference
action at Community Stadium.

“Tknew after the first drive it was
going to be C of T all over again if we
didn’t do something about it,” head
coach Tim Camp said, referring back to
the Mountaineers’ 48-12 loss to College
of Idaho in the opener where the Yotes
raced out to an early lead and never let
up. “We switched a couple things inside
and kind of slowed them down. We
gotta be better in (certain) scenarios.
Our defense stepped up several times
today and got the ball back, (but) the
offense didn’t do anything with it.”

That initial drive of the game was
almost exclusively on the ground. The
first six plays, in fact, were all rush-
ing plays before Nate Sander caught
a 5-yard touchdown pass for the early
lead.

The ground-and-pound was a sign of
things to come. Tech, with Fike leading
the way, churned out 226 yards on the
ground and totaled 394 yards on the
afternoon. The bulk of that came in the

in home openers.

HOME OPEN
=

first half, when Tech had 234 yards and
two Fike touchdown runs, the second a
29-yard dash to the left side for a 21-0
lead with 5:57 to play in the opening
half. Fike had 139 yards by halftime.
Jet Campbell added 168 yards pass-
ing and two touchdowns for the Oredig-
gers, who defeated EOU for the fifth
time in the last six meetings and ended
a four-game winning streak by Eastern

Eastern, which struggled to find a
rhythm on offense against the Oredig-

gers’ front seven, manufactured a 63-
yard drive just before the half but had

break.

ER SPOILED
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Eastern Oregon defenders gang tackle MontanaTech running back Jed Fike
during the Mountaineers’ game against the Orediggers Saturday.

to settle for a 23-yard Jaiden Machuca
field goal after getting to the 1-yard-
line, cutting the margin to 21-3 at the

“They were challenging us to throw
the football. They wanted us to go over
the top on them and they wanted to
man us up,” Camp said. “I felt that we
had guys out there that could take
advantage of them but every time we

caught something we fumbled it. Or a

holding penalty. Or something.”
Three third-quarter turnovers by
EOU — fumbles by Victor Dias and

See Eastern / Page 9A

Bobcats use 50-0 run en route to rout
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Union's Cameron Dillman looks for running room
during Friday’s game against Imbler.

By Ronald Bond
The Observer
Union and Imbler ap-
peared as if they were set to
be locked into a tight battle.
Then the Bobcats took off.
Cameron Dillman, An-
thony Goodwater and Jace
Phillips each rushed for
two touchdowns, and Union
scored 50 consecutive points
and took advantage of seven
Imbler turnovers on the way
to a 56-14 win Friday night
in Special District 3-West ac-
tion at Community Stadium.
The win was a stark
contrast from a week earlier,
when Union had no answers
in a 56-0 loss to Crane.
“We talked about that
— getting off the bus (and

being ready),” head coach Jon
Reynolds said. “We had that
problem over there. We had

the (weather) delay and we
mentally didn’t get back in the
game. Once (Crane) got on top
we didn’t know what to do.

We talked about it all week —
from the first play to the last
play, we gotta go to the whistle.”

Dillman said the Bobcats
“played with a chip on our
shoulder” in bouncing back
from the loss to Crane.

“We were pretty upset
about it, so we came out
with some intensity and we
executed,” he said.

That execution began
early in the second. Imbler
had just evened the score at

See Union / Page 9A

Outlaws sweep
races at Scamper

By Ronald Bond
The Observer

Domination on the trails
led to victories on both the
boys and girls side — in-
dividually and as a team
— by the Wallowa Valley
cross country teams at the
Catherine Creek Scamper
Friday.

Henry Coughlan jumped
from fifth place to first place
during the trail run on the
way to an easy individual
win as three Outlaw run-
ners finished in the top 10
to lift the team to first.

Meanwhile, Ellyse Tingels-
tad bounced back from a pair
of wipeouts in the course’s
infamous mud pit to win
the girls race and help boost
the Outlaw girls to a team
victory, just ahead of the host
Union/Cove Bobcats.

The number of boys
competing Friday — 130
ran at the varsity level —
forced the race to be split
into two groups, with each
school’s 1-3 runners in one
race, the second flight, and
4-7 runners in another, the
first flight.

Wallowa Valley cruised
in both, led by Coughlan’s
20-second win in the second
flight in a time of 17:11.

“I tried to establish a
position to where I felt I
(could) continue to surge
and stay in good shape
through the whole race,”
Coughlan said.

Coughlan attacked the
hills in the trail run, coming
down well in front on his
way to the win.

“What I tried to do was
surge on the hills and lay
back on the downhill and
try to pull away,” he said.

He bested Baker’s Kale
Cassidy, who was second.
Outlaws’ teammate Zac
Knapp was third at 17:45,
and Bayden Menton snuck
into the top 10 in ninth at
18:16.

Knapp was also well be-
hind before gaining ground
in the hills.
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Wallowa Valley’s Henry Coughlan ran away for a
20-second victory at the Catherine Creek Scamper.

“Tdon’t go too fast at the
beginning because that’s
not my style, so I was way
back. As soon as I got to the
hill, I said, T gotta go now,”
he said. “It’s been that way
since I started cross country,
to start slow and then just
pick them off”

All four Wallowa Valley
runners in the first flight
were in the top 10, includ-
ing second-place John
Matthews (19:51) and
fifth-place Brenden Moore
(20:04). The Outlaws scored
23 points in the first flight
and 13 in the second.

Union/Cove was sec-
ond in the second flight
(23 points) and third in
the first flight (32). Like
Wallowa Valley, all three
Bobcats in the second race
made the top 10. Israel
O'Reilly led the way in fifth
place at 18:06, Taylor Fox
was eighth at 18:15, and
Andrew Lackey inched into
10th at 18:17. The sixth
through 11th place runners
were separated by a total of
seven seconds.

The top two Bobcats in
the first flight were third-
place Carter Blackburn
(19:52) and fourth-place
Monte Kirby (19:58).

The La Grande Tigers
were fifth in the second
flight and seventh in the
first, with 57 and 115
points, respectively. Cristian
Mendoza cracked the top
10, placing seventh at 18:14.
Braxton Bisenius came in
21st at 20:06, and Donald
Sweet was 29th at 20:48.

In the first flight, Garrett
Street was 21st at 22:05,
and Connor Heather was
35th in 23:17.

Kaden McClure led
Elgin by taking 43rd in the
second-flight race in 21:38,
just ahead of teammate
Kevin Anderson, who was
47th in 21:52.

Noble Craig was 33rd in
the first-flight race in 23:06
to finish with the third-best

See Scamper / Page 8A



