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Force Rescue Coordination Center.
Civil Air Patrol radar data was
compiled and a forensic examina-
tion of its radar track was con-
ducted. The radar track appeared
to terminate at or near Elk Willow
Springs. Life Flight flew into the

the crash site using night vision
equipment, according to the UCSO

news release.

A ground search was started on
Wednesday by UCSO’s Search and
Rescue unit. Two and a half hours
later, the Oregon Air National Guard,
using a Chinook helicopter, initiated
a search in the general area.

At 2 p.m. Sept. 11, the Civil Air Pa-
trol arrived to search the air using a

wreckage. Moments later the Chi-
nook helicopter was overhead and its
crew verified the plane wreckage.

The Chinook helicopter hovered
and maintained its position over the
wreckage and sent GPS coordinates
to ground search units, which ar-
rived at the wreckage site at 2:26
p.m. The U.S. Forest Service was
then contacted and five people from
it created an access route to the

Safety Board and the Federal Avia-
tion Administration will be investi-
gating the crash.

The type of plane Koeppen was
flying has not been released, but
according to a preliminary FAA
report, a 1968 PA-32-300 fixed-wing
single-engine Piper aircraft was
registered in his name.

Radar data indicates that Koep-
pen’s plane crashed after making

early morning hours of Wednesday,  fixed-wing aircraft. At 2:19 pm.,the ~ wreckage site. a rapid descent from an altitude of
Sept. 11, and attempted to locate Civil Air Patrol crew spotted plane The National Transportation 6,600 feet.
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As a detective for the was teaching cops how to allow your children to come  door to all social media and ~ parents some of the ways to
Naperville Police Depart- catch these predators. Since  to you when something gaming websites that are find photos and videos their
ment in Illinois, Wistocki retiring from the police force  goes wrong, without fear of ~ based in the United States,  kids might be hiding on
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thought he wanted to work
in the behind-the-scenes
technical side of the library,
but he quickly realized he
wanted to be in a public
facing role. His previous jobs
at smaller libraries allowed
him to do that and as Cook
Memorial Library’s director
he will have the opportunity
to continue in a public role.

“In a small rural commu-
nity where you have a strong
sense of community, the
library holds a central role,”
Roberson said. “I've always
enjoyed that aspect. (At
first) [ wanted to work for
big libraries but I realized it
wasn't as enjoyable.”

Roberson had been at his
previous position in Seattle
for five years when he decid-
ed to apply for the position at
La Grande’s library. He will
be taking over for former
director Terri Washburn,
who left in July.

He said he is looking for-
ward to living in La Grande.

“It reminds me of a small
New England town,” Rober-
son said.

As the library director,
Roberson will have a very
hands-on role, meeting and
greeting patrons, working
the front desk, develop-

“In a small rural community where you have a strong

sense of community, the library holds a central role..”

— Kip Roberson, new director at Cook Mlemorial Library

ing the library’s collection
and working with other
staff members on program
development, in addition to
the daily tasks of scheduling
for staff. He plans to help the
library develop a strategic
plan, which it currently does
not have.

Before he can begin help-
ing the library, Roberson
said, he wants to get a sense
of what is actually needed
at this time by consulting
his staff, La Grande City
Manager Robert Strope and,
most of all, the visitors of the
library on what they would
like to see.

Strope, along with a
search committee, chose
Roberson because of his
qualifications and history,
Strope said.

“When you take a look at
the full package of what he
brings, with his education
and experience in smaller
towns, he was the best
choice,” Strope said.

Roberson said what he
loves most about his career
is that “the library can be
whatever you want it to be.
That place of refuge, where
you find your favorite book.

It has the potential to be
whatever you need.”

Courtesy photo
Christy and Derrick Erick-
son of La Grande lost their
4-month-old baby, Jordy,
onWednesday after a car
accident on Highway 82 in
Wallowa County.
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godmother, knowing that she
is unable to have children of
her own.

“They wanted to offer me
the honor of loving a child,”
she said. “I promised them I
would do anything for him.”

She was out of state when
Christy went into labor, but
hopped on a plane immedi-
ately and made it in time for
his birth. She said it is dif-
ficult losing him so soon, but
nothing compared to what
his parents are experiencing.

People can donate to the
family through the GoFund-
Me online at bit.ly/21TzFIq or
donate to an account set up
in the Erickson family’s name
at any Community Bank.

Candace Salim, another
family friend, is organizing
a dinner to collect donations
for the family on Wednes-
day at the American Legion
building at 301 Fir St. in La
Grande. Salim said she is
asking people to donate spa-
ghetti, salads and desserts
for the dinner. There will be
photos of Jordy and a journal
where people can write notes
of condolence for the family.

Doors will open at 4 p.m.
for people to drop off food,
and the dinner will begin at
5:30 p.m. Anyone interested
in helping with food for the
dinner can call 541-910-3991.

(TEN DEPOT STREBT)

Mon-Fri Blue Plate $12:
New Mexican Beef Stew
with a green salad
and homemade cornbread.

Fresh Halibut
on Tuesday!

541-963-8766
tendepotstreet.com
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Grande Ronde Hospital proudly welcomes:

Aaron Cooper, PA-C

Joining the GRH Specialty Clinic team as an Orthopedic Physician Assistant

Learn more about Aaron in our online

Provider Directory at www.grh.org today!

Aaron is married with six children, two girls and four boys. They enjoy
spending time outdoors together playing a variety of sports, hunting,
fishing, and backpacking. He enjoys woodworking and remodeling,
using his wife’s creative vision to bring old pieces back to life.

Please join us in welcoming Aaron and his family to the Grande Ronde Valley!

GRH Specialty Clinic
710 Sunset Drive, Suite F, La Grande
541.663.3100 ¢ grh.org/ortho/

Aaron joins the Specialty Clinic from Canton Potsdam Hospital in upstate New York. He
completed his Master of Science degree as a Physician Assistant from Clarkson University, and is
also formally educated as a Certified Athletic Trainer. He has a love of
sports medicine, and looks forward to joining the Orthopedic team.

Aaron Cooper, PA-C
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HOSPITAL AND CLINICS




