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Ex-wife offers to pay child
support she owes to the kids

DEAR ABBY: My husband and I have
been married for 16 years. His ex was
supposed to pay child support, but didn’t.
He worked in his career for only one year
after we married and since then has held
menial jobs, which have kept his future
retirement intact. I have provided him
and his children a home for which he has
never made a mortgage payment or taxes,
utilities, clothes, etc. His
children have never lacked

was no need to question anyone else.

Roger would not accept my calls. To add
insult to injury, the so-called mutual friend
agrees with Roger that I was the culprit!
So, I have lost two friends. How do I let go
and move on? Time hasn’t healed THESE
wounds.

—ACCUSED IN OHIO

DEAR ACCUSED: Roger should have
confronted you when his
medication turned up miss-

for anything. DEAR ing. That he accused you
His ex now wants to ABBY behind your back to someone
resolve the back child makes me wonder how good a

support issue by giving the

settlement amount of money to the kids.

I don't feel they should get it because it is
owed to HIM. I'd like to see him use it to
pay off some of his credit card bills, which
are high.

She has told the kids what she is offering
and plans to guilt him into giving it to
them. He doesn’t have to settle that way if
he chooses. He doesn’t know that I saw the
letter; and he’s lying about the amount she’s
willing to pay. What should I do?

— PRESENT MRS.

DEAR PRESENT MRS.: After having
supported your husband and his children
all these years, the LEAST you are owed
is honesty. What you should do is discuss
this with an attorney of your own imme-
diately and, while you are at it, raise the
subject of what is and is not considered
community property in your state. You
should also determine to what extent you
might be responsible for paying those
high credit card balances should he re-
nege. Once you have the answers, you will
be better able to determine how to handle
this.

DEAR ABBY: Ten years ago, [ was a
guest at the home of my friend “Roger” for a
five-day holiday celebration. We've shared
this event with family and friends for years.
T was the only non-family member out of
the five adults and two teenagers staying
at his home. The guest room assigned to me
shared Roger’s master bathroom, which I
used.

During my visit, Roger’s prescription
medicine came up missing. I heard about it
from a mutual friend a day after I returned
home. This friend told me Roger was ada-
mant that I took his medication and there

friend he really was. As to the
mutual friend who contacted you the next
day, be grateful.

It is my experience that we can do what
we set our minds to. Start celebrating this
holiday by involving yourself in travel or
other activities you enjoy, and spend time
with other people so you won't be alone.

DEAR ABBY: I have two beautiful
daughters, ages 3 and 4. My concern is
that my younger daughter is very friendly.
No matter where we go, she says “hi” to
everyone she sees, strangers included. With
all her positive energy, she has the type of
personality that attracts attention when she
walks into a room. I love her for that, but
I'm also worried she’s too friendly.

Some of our neighbors are male, and she
wants to hug them and sit on their laps.
This alarms me, and I'm not sure what to
do. With how things are nowadays, you nev-
er know who you can trust. I don’t want to
dampen her confident and upbeat disposi-
tion, but I want to teach her why it’s not OK
to do this. Sometimes I wonder if she does
it because her father isn’t in the picture, so
when she sees an older man, she wants that
bond. Please help, Abby.

— PROTECTIVE IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR PROTECTIVE: Your daughter
appears to be a lovely little girl. I agree you
shouldn’t dampen her outgoing and affec-
tionate nature. She should not be walking
around by herself without supervision. Ex-
plain to her what appropriate behavior is
and is not. This is an ongoing conversation
that includes more information as she is
able to understand it. Ultimately, you are
her parent, and you must determine what
is appropriate in her interactions with all
people, regardless of gender.

The Eastern Oregon Cancer Network invites you to help
commission the walls of the new cancer center in Pendleton!
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Messages from the heart: for hope and healing

SATURDAY, SEPT. 7

NOON TO 3 P.M. - CEREMONY AT 2 P.M.
1701 SW 24TH STREET « PENDLETON, OREGON

-

NEW FROILITY: e | The “Written in Stone” event is an
RIEEW SE‘SEEIGTH dits opportunity to cover the walls of the
~THINK POSlT\VE%‘ treatment room at the new Eastern Oregon

Cancer Center at Pendleton with messages

d&u& You WILL W1

of hope, healing and encouragement. These
words of inspiration will be embedded

into the very foundation of the new center
and will surround patients with the loving,

supportive thoughts of the entire community.

Cancer patients, survivors, and family
members, please join us and share your

stories of healing and hope!

Hosted by Eastern Oregon Cancer Network, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
. committed to reducing the financial burden of local cancer patients

by providing local housing during treatment, assistance with
Eastern Oregon

transportation and other patient needs.
v Cancer NETWOfk area to help local cancer patients.

All donations stay in the Pendleton, Oregon
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