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7pmto 9 pm

August 7th, 2019=QVhN
Community Forum on Opioid Abuse

A meeting to address opioid abuse in Union County and Northeast Oregon

Public Transit Hub Conference Room
2205 East Penn Ave., La Grande, OR

For Additional information contact the Oregon Washington Health Network
at 541-429-8844 or by email at rtsdan@comcast.net

SERVING UNION AND WALLOWA COUNTIES SINCE 1896

BSERVER

f
Yoo (£ 8B

@

Follow us on the web

Good day to our valued subscriber Rod Spikes of Elgin

By Dick Mason Belushi, the actor and come- ~ SNL was being broadcast. while Salgado spent hours
The Observer dian of Saturday Night Live “Saturday is my main pay  playing old records for
Curtis Salgado willnever ~ fame, wanted to talk tohim.  day,” the musician said. Belushi, teaching him about
forget the sense of bewilder- “I didn’t know who Belushi was in Eugene rhythm and blues. Belushi
ment he felt four decades he was,” Salgado said of for the filming of the movie credited what he learned
ago. Belushi, who had quickly “Animal House.” He sought ~ from Salgado with inspir-
The award-winning become a pop icon when out Salgado because he was  ing the well-known Blues
Portland musician, who Saturday Night Live began ~ impressed with the rhythm  Brothers characters in the
performed a concert at the airing on NBC in 1975. and blues music he was 1970s. The Blues Brothers
Union County Fair Friday Salgado attributed hisun-  playing and wanted to learn ~ debut album, “Briefcase Full
night, was playing at the familiarity to the facthe did ~ more about it. The two enter-  of Blues,” is dedicated to
Ronald Bond/The Observer  Fuigene Hotel in 1977 when  not own a television and was  tainers soon forged a bond. Salgado.
Curtis Salgado, left, and bass player JohnWolcott perform.  he was notified that John always performing when The fast friendship grew See Salgado / Page 2A
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By Dick Mason
The Observer

Union High School’s agri-
cultural science and technol-
ogy program is on the rise.
And the National Association
of Agricultural Educators is
taking note.

The organization has
named Union High School’s
agriculture program for
grades 8-12 the best in its
11-state Region 1 for 2019.
Region 1 is composed of
Alaska, Arizona, California,
Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Ne-
vada, New Mexico, Oregon,
Utah and Washington.

“This is amazing and
exciting,” said Chelcee
Mansfield, Union High
School’s agricultural science
and technology teacher the
past six years. “It says a lot
about the school, the com-
munity and the students.”

This is the second major
award Union’s agricultural
program has received over
the past 13 months. In July of
2018 it was named the best
in the state by the Oregon
Agriculture Teacher’s Associa-
tion. Mansfield said the 2018
honor put UHS in position to
win this year’s award.

“It is quite an honor. It is a
reflection of the remarkable
amount of work Chelcee and
her students have put in,”
said Union School District

See Union / Page 5A
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By SabrinaThompson

and Ellen Morris Bishop
EO Media Group
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Solar installation for
buildings lived in by lower-
income families, older adults
and people with disabilities
is now a possibility in La
Grande, thanks to a $90,000
grant awarded by the Or-
egon Department of Energy.
A grant for $250,000 will
cover the cost for a similar
project in Wallowa.

ODOE awarded $1.25
million in grants as part
of its Renewable Energy
Development Grant fund.
La Grande and Wallowa are
among six cities receiving a
portion of this funding. RED
was launched in 2012, and
this year marks the eighth
and final round of funding,
Large projects like the two in
Northeast Oregon, those
using more than 300 kilo-
watts, were considered sepa-
rate from smaller ones so
that more opportunities for
funding could occur, accord-
ing to ODOE Public Affairs
& Outreach Coordinator
Jennifer Kalez.

“Applications were scored
based on a number of crite-
ria, including amount of en-
ergy generated, job creation,
community benefits and
more,” a press release from
ODOE said. “Points were
also awarded for projects
that were designed with
resilience in mind.”
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Ellen Morris Bishop/EO Media Group file photo

In this photo originally published May 1, Ryan Sheehy stands next to solar panels similar to those that his company,
Fleet Development, will erect next year as part of a community solar panel farm outside Wallowa. The new solar
farm will cover about six acres and provide a total of 860 kW of power. They will rotate to follow the sun, maximizing
solar energy during each day. Landscaping will ensure that they will not be visible to Wallowa residents.

IN LA GRANDE

Union County Solar LLC
will complete the project in
La Grande. The money for
the project will be granted
once completed and after a
review determines all condi-

tions of the performance
agreement have been met.
La Grande’s project is to

install rooftop solar panels on

three low-income properties,
all of which are managed
by Viridian Management

Company. The first property,
the La Grande Retirement
Apartments complex, has
already been completed, and
work on the Thunderbird
Apartments will begin today
followed by Clover Glen

in September. All work is
planned to be completed by
the start of October.
“The goal is to reduce
the cost of operations for
buildings and make it
See Solar / Page 5A

By SabrinaThompson
The Observer

The two-mile stretch of
the Grande Ronde River
by Bird Track Springs
Campground is currently
under restoration to repair
and enhance the land on
the Wallowa-Whitman
National Forest and
Jordan Creek Ranch. This
project will help with flood-
ing, fish and bird habitats
in the area.

The project began in
August 2016, using the
Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Indian Reserva-
tion River Vision, which
provides a process-based
framework to evaluate,

develop and implement
river and floodplain man-
agement and restoration
from a holistic process and
function perspective. The
framework encompasses
physical, biological and
cultural aspects of natural
resource management,
according to project lead
Allen Childs.

The project is expected to
be completed by November
of this year. The work being
done includes creating 17
large main channel pools
and 47 medium channel
pools, restoring 101 acres of
floodplains, creating at least
300 large wood structures

See River / Page 5A

Restoration taking place near Bird Track Springs

Courtesy photo
This photo from 2007 shows the Grande Ronde River near BirdTrack Springs, which
is currently undergoing a restoration project.
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