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The La Grande softball team poses with the state title trophy following Saturday’s win over Henley.

FAMILY

Continued from Page 6A
got a lot of talent and a great
youth program.”

The Tigers repeated as
state champions and capped
off the best season in pro-
gram history Saturday with
a 4-2 win over Henley. They
won the tiebreaker against
the Hornets that some of the
players spoke about earlier
in the week.

And they won a champion-
ship that many of the players
said was sweeter and more
difficult than a year ago be-
cause of the expectations they
— and many in the town
— had. Almost each player
I talked to after Saturday’s
victory spoke to some degree
about that pressure.

Jaiden Hafer: “We didn’t
want to let anybody down,
and we didn’t want to let
ourselves down.”

Jayce Seavert: “(From) the
very first game, the very first
practice, we had a target on
our back (and) people want
to be beating you. But we
came together as a team. We
stuck it through.”

That’s not to say, though,
that it was all bad pressure.
Jacie Howton, in fact, called
it mostly positive, saying it
was “more of a motivation
than a pressure.”

Seavert’s comment of how
they came through to the oth-
er side with the title points to
the key, and one that several
of the players talked about
often in the last few weeks.
They are, indeed, a family:

You can see that too.

They are upbeat. They are
positive. They play for one
another. There isn’t, from
what I can see, an ounce of
selfishness within the team.
A player can have an off day
or a couple off games, and
while they may show a mo-
ment of frustration when an
at-bat doesn’t go well — and
there were some of those
instances Saturday — they
are able to bounce right
back and encourage the next
batter.

Any dissatisfaction dis-
played is because the player
want to do well for their
teammates. Their coaches.
Their community.

They all put it on the
line for one another, and at
the same time know that if
they are having a down day,
someone else will be on and
will get the job done.

Because the other players
have those same expecta-
tions.

“They are definitely a fam-
ily and the true definition of
a team,” head coach Woody
Wright said. “(If) somebody
has a rough day or starts
struggling, someone is going
to pick up the slack. They
pick each other up. (It’s the)
true definition of a team,
hands down.”

Cody Bowen, an assistant
coach whose daughter, Kinzy,
is on the team, also talked

has put together one of the
best on-field runs ever by an
LHS sports program, joining
the LHS boys swim team
(2001-04) and the LHS boys
golf team (2011-12) in win-
ning consecutive state titles.
The head coach, and some
of the seniors, called it a
bittersweet ending, because
while it is a second title
in a row, the dynamic will
change. The family will be a
little bit different next year.
“I'm beyond sad that I

won't be playing softball
with these girls again,” said
Kara Gooderham, one of the
three seniors, “but I know
theyll have a great future.”

Even as it becomes a more
extended family next season,
the expectation will still be
there.

And given this team’s
family dynamic, don’t be
surprised if they again rise
up to meet the pressure as
they pursue a three-peat in
2020.
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micro-processor

® One of the smallest custom hearing

aids ever made

* 48 channel digital signal processing

e Digital engineering allows
1,000's of custom settings

e Controlled by

state—of-the- art software
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Spaces Are Limited Call Today For Your
FREE* Hearing Evaluation!
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One More Thing

® 100% Satisfaction Guarantee * ¢ 3—Year Limited Warranty **
e FREE Lifetime Service ® Over 65 Years in Business
e Over 1,200 Locations Nationwide

$995*

Receive 2 AudioTone™
Pro Hearing aids at $995 for

LA GRANDE
111 Elm Street
La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109

a limited time only.

*limit one coupon per patient at the
promotional price during event dates
only. Not valid with any other dis-
count or offer. Does not apply to prior
purchases. Fits up to a 35 db loss.

Offer expires 6/14/19.
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BAKER CITY
2021 Washington Ave.

Baker City, OR 97814
541-239-3782

Most Insurance Plans Accepted

*If you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned in satisfactory
condition within 30 days for a full refund. Fitting fee may apply. **Not valid on Audiotone Pro.
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