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Senator Wyden still
pushing for voter reform

The Democrat-Herald had a chance last week to visit
with U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden, who brought us up to date on
the progress of his legislation to require states to use paper
ballots and to employ audits to ensure that hackers have not
meddled with election results.

The good news is that the bill, which he has dubbed the
Protecting American Votes and Elections Acts (the acronym
is PAVE, because no congressional action is complete without
a snazzy acronym), now has attracted 14 co-sponsors.

The bad news is that not one Republican has signed onto
the bill proposed by Wyden, a Democrat. And with Republi-
cans still in control of the Senate, that means the bill likely
will remain stalled — especially since Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell has been a staunch opponent of this
sort of election reform, Wyden said.

But Wyden is nothing if not persistent — and he made
the case in a session with the Democrat-Herald’s editorial
board that the need for the election reforms called for in his
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