Sports

/A

Friday, May 31, 2019

The Observer

Tigers’ softball family set for rematch

against Henl

By Ronald Bond
The Observer

The La Grande Tigers softhall
team will face a team for the state
championship Saturday afternoon
that, in many ways, resembles
itself

Both the Tigers and their op-
ponents, the Henley Hornets, enter
the title game at Jane Sanders
Stadium in Eugene with great
pitching, brilliant offense, solid
defense and smart coaching,

So what could be the X factor
for La Grande in the game against
Henley?

Team chemistry.

“They refer to each other as sis-
ters and family, and I think that’s
a big difference,” head coach Woody
Wright said during the team’s
practice Thursday.

This will be the third straight
year the Tigers and Hornets have
met, and the second time in a
row they have squared off for the
championship. Two years ago,
Henley scored late for a 1-0 win in
the semifinals on its way to a state
title. A year later, La Grande won
its first championship, 6-1, over
Henley in the final game.

“I think (the excitement is) even
higher because it’s Henley again,”
senior Alaina Carson said. “They
beat us sophomore year, we beat
them junior year. It’s time to get
them again to prove who is the
best.”

While there is that “tiebreaker”
or aspect of the upcoming game,
junior Jayce Seavert said more of
the focus has been on the task at
hand and not worrying about who
the opponent is.

“The main thing we talk about
is (Henley’s) going to want to win,”
she said. “We need to hold our
composure, and we can’t freak out.
It's just another team.”

Henley enters as the top of-
fensive team in 4A and one of the
best in the state. The Hornets’ 407
runs scored is second only to 2A/1A
Central Linn for most at any clas-
sification, and they average 13.57
runs in their 30 contested games.
One win for the 29-2 Hornets came
via forfeit.

“They've got two good power
hitters, have the ability to drive it
deep (and) they are very well dis-
ciplined at the plate. They are not
going to chase (pitches),” Wright
said of Henley. “They (also) have a
lefty in the lineup who is decent.
They're solid 1-6, (but) 7, 8, 9, if you
overlook them, can put the ball in
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La Grande catcher Jayce Seavert, left, high-fives LHS head coach Woody Wright rounding third base
after her third home run during Tuesday’s win.

play as well.”

One other area in which the
Hornets and Tigers (23-1) are simi-
lar is dominance of 4A opponents.
Both are undefeated within the
classification this season. Henley’s
only losses are to 6A Grants Pass
and 5A Crater, and La Grande’s
lone loss is to 5A Pendleton. They
also share wins over Junction City,

Banks, Mazama and Philomath/

with only 2A/1A North Douglas (34

Alsea. runs) allowing fewer than
Wright believes La Grande’s La Grande’s 35 runs allowed this
edge is that each of the players in spring.

the Tigers’ offense, which itselfis
averaging 11.29 runs per game, can
produce, as has been the case all
season. The team also has, statisti-
cally, the best pitching staff in 4A
and second-best in the whole state,

But Wright again pointed to the
close-knit nature of the team as
what he predicts will be a key for
the Tigers to come away with a
win,

“We're a complete team. Offense.
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The La Grande softball team is shown after winning the state semifinal over Junction City Tuesday. TheTigers face Henley in the state
championship game for the second year in a row on Saturday.

If you go:

What: Class 4A softball state
championship game

Who: La Grande vs. Henley
When: 5 p.m. Saturday
Where: Jane Sanders
Stadium, Eugene

What's at stake: A win by La
Grande would give it a second
straight title, and make it the
fourth 4A program this decade
to repeat. A win by Henley
would be its second title in
three years.

Defense. (We're a) softball family.
The girls have each other’s back all
the way around. Something that
has kept us together and carried us
through some close games is how
close these girls are,” he said.

It’s a point senior Lexee Gomes
agreed on.

“Everyone gets along so well.

It comes outside of (just playing)
softball together. We could go
anywhere together and it would be
fun,” she said. “It’s more than just
the game for sure. You have to have
that chemistry.”

“Our mentality is we show up,
we have a good time, and we play
softball,” Carson added. “We laugh,
we travel. Winning is great and all,
but it’s great to be with all the girls
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Listen to the Johnny Ballgame Show
from 3-6 p.m. Monday through Friday

on SuperTalk 1450 AM.

@JBG_Show



