By Richard Gardiner
Columbus State University

In the years following the
bitter Civil War, a former
Union general took a holiday
originated by former Confed-
erates and helped spread it
across the entire country.

The holiday was Memorial
Day, and this year’s com-
memoration marks the 151st
anniversary of its official
nationwide observance. The
annual commemoration was
born in the former Confed-
erate States in 1866 and
adopted by the United States
in 1868. It is a holiday in
which the nation honors its
military dead.

Gen. John A. Logan, who
headed the largest Union
veterans’ fraternity at that
time, the Grand Army of the
Republic, is usually credited
as being the originator of the
holiday.

Yet when General Logan
established the holiday, he
acknowledged its genesis
among the Union’s former
enemies, saying, “It was not
too late for the Union men
of the nation to follow the
example of the people of the
South.”

During 1866, the first year
of this annual observance in
the South, a feature of the
holiday emerged that made
awareness, admiration and
eventually imitation of it
spread quickly to the North.

During the inaugural
Memorial Day observances,
which were conceived in
Columbus, Georgia, many
Southern participants — es-
pecially women — decorated
graves of Confederate sol-
diers as well as, unexpectedly,
those of their former enemies
who fought for the Union.

Shortly after those first
Memorial Day observances
all across the South, news-
paper coverage in the North
was highly favorable to the
ex-Confederates.

“The action of the ladies
on this occasion, in bury-
ing whatever animosities
or ill-feeling may have been
engendered in the late war
towards those who fought
against them, is worthy of all
praise and commendation,”
wrote one paper.
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Following the U.S. Civil War, many towns

honors those who began holding tributes to those lost in the
died while serving deadiiest conflict in the nation’s history.
in the U.S. military. This tradition, known as Decoration Day,

continued until World War | gave Americans a reason to adapt the

holiday to celebrate service members who died in all wars. Federal

legislation established Memorial Day as a national holiday in 1971.

UNITED STATES MILITARY DEATHS

Approx. 23,424 - American Revolution, War of 1812, Indian
Wars, Mexican War and Spanish-American War (combined)

CONFEDERATE

133,821
Civil War

116,516
World War |

364,511
Civil War

A total of 498,332 died
during the Civil War.

8,854

54,246
Korean War

90,220
Vietham War

405,339 - World War 1

The U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs reports
1.190,085* service member
deaths in the nation’s history.

Gulf War and Global War on Terrorism (to date)

*Figures reflect the total of battle, in-theatre and not-in-theatre deaths during times of
conflict. Data for the Global War on Terrorism was supplemented by the Defense Casualty
Analysis System on May 24, 2019; all other data is from an April 2017 report from VA.gov.
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MERA receives national recognition

Winding
Waters
doctor
earns
state
award

By Trish Yerges
ForThe Observer

Dr. Elizabeth Powers of
Winding Waters Clinic in
Enterprise was recognized as
Family Doctor of
the Year by the
Oregon Acad-
emy of Family
Physicians ear-
lier this month
at Skamania
Lodge in Steven-
son, Washington.

The Oregon Academy of
Family Physicians is the larg-
est medical specialty society
in Oregon and represents
more than 1,600 family physi-
cians, residents and medical
students throughout the state.
The society honored Powers
for her loyal and dedicated
service to her patients, her
local community and the
profession of medicine.

“I feel honored and hum-
bled by this award,” she said.
“It is a weighty thing to be
recognized by my colleagues
in Oregon for my service to
community and to my
profession.”

As a family physician, Pow-
ers sees patients of all ages in
the clinic, in the hospital, in
their homes and from time to
time in the emergency room.

“T chose the specialty of
family medicine because it
gave me the skills to diagnose
and care for the vast majority
of my patients’ needs,” she
said.

Powers’ approach to family
medicine centers on treat-
ing the whole person in the
context of their family and
community. She strives to
develop and sustain continu-
ous healing relationships with
her patients that help to
maximize their health and
quality of life.

In addition to serving her
patients, she was honored
for her time spent mentoring

Powers
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