
▼�✁✂❆❨✱ ▼❆❨ ✄☎✱ ✄☎✶✾✷✆ ➋✝✞✟ �❖✠✟✡❱✟✡ SPORTS

❇☛ ☞✌✍✎✏✑ ❇✌✍✑
❚❤✒ ✓✔✕✒✖✈✒✖

A sophomore sensation played 
a vital role in lifting the Elgin Hus-
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Aaliyah Burton swept both the 
1A girls 100 hurdles and 300 hur-
dles — two events in which she’d 
entered as a big favorite — and 
tied for fourth in the 100 to help 
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at the 1A state championships in 
Monmouth this weekend.

“It means so much. Since I’m 
(only) a sophomore, it’s awesome 
to come (to state). I want to give 
thanks to my coach. She’s the rea-
son I’m here doing hurdles,” Bur-
ton said. “I love hurdles, so I put all 
✩✵✣✘✩✙ ✤✦✧ ✙✸✪✜✣ ✘✦✣✪ ✣✬✪✚✙✭✹

Elgin head coach Emily So-
rensen said Burton got a taste of 
what state would require when she 
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“We talked throughout the sea-
son about what it’s really going to 
take to be at the top of the podium,” 
Sorensen said. “It’s going to take 
heart and hard work every day at 
practice. She really had to grow as 
an athlete mentally, challenging 
herself through practice and being 
smart.”

That challenge even included 
running with the EHS boys.

“There were a lot of times she 
chose to work out with our male 
athletes who are here at state in 
order to increase her own potential 
and her own speed,” Sorensen said.

Burton blistered through the 100 
hurdles to win by nearly a second 
in a time of 16.03 seconds. She fol-
lowed later Saturday by adding the 
championship in the 300 hurdles, 
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“I said (to myself), ‘This is my 
time,’ so I pushed myself to get up 
there,” she said of the 300 hurdles.
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fourth in the 1A girls 100 in a time 
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The other two Elgin athletes to 

make it to state — also sophomores 
— were responsible for Elgin’s re-
maining points, as Jocelyn Palmer 
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came in seventh in the 100 hurdles 
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third place. As a team, the Huskies 
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“It’s impressive when you look at 
the age of the girls who are at state,” 
Sorensen said. “These young ladies 
were able to place as high as they 
did as sophomores.”
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when the team tied for eighth. 
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None of the athletes on the Elgin 
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were alive the last time the school 
fared this well at state. 
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ishes, including a thrilling photo-
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the Huskies secured their top state 
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pionships Friday and Saturday in 
Monmouth.

“The boys came to compete, 
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are pleased,” head coach Emily  
Sorensen said.

That spring in ’92, the Huskies 
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ity and trailed only state champion 
Salem Academy and runner-up 
Warrenton. That was also the year, 
Sorensen said, the Huskies last 
won a district title.

“We did go back and look at 
when the last time they won dis-
trict, so we were aware of how long 
ago it was,” she said.

Elgin has struggled to maintain 
success since 1992, landing just 
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this weekend. In fact, as recently as 
four years ago, the Huskies failed to 
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Sorensen said in rebuilding 
the program she has taken an ap-
proach of getting the athletes to fo-
cus on the small things.

“Sometimes we get so focused 
on the end result, but they are  
focused on what’s the next step for 
them. We’ve really tried to ingrain 
that the end result will take care of 
itself,” she said.

Over the weekend, that end re-
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in both relays and a second-place 
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javelin Friday with a throw of 165 
feet 10 to get the Huskies on the 
board early, then anchored both 
relay teams to second place. The 
✢✤✣✣✙✜ ✜✤✥✙✻ ✣✬✙ ❃✼❃✲✲❂✘✣✬ ✬✘✩✚✙✢✽✻

Wyatt Hallgarth, Geoy Greenlee 
and Clay Wilhelm, saw a photo 
★✦✘✚✬ ✫✙✣❂✙✙✦ ❥✘✩✴✚✪✦✻ ❧✬✜✘✚✣✘✤✦

Coleman of Hosanna Christian 
and Kaden Krieger of Powder Val-
ley. Hosanna edged Elgin by seven 
one-thousandths of one second to 
win in a time of 3:33.612 to Elgin’s 
3:33.619.

“Everything was going well, and 
at the end we all grouped together,” 
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hoping one of us (Elgin or Powder 
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Simpson, who earlier in the day 
teamed with Hallgarth, Greenlee 
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with the program’s resurgence.
“They really push us to work to-

gether, to work hard and never give 
up,” Simpson said. 

The Huskies landed four more 
athletes on the podium along with 
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seconds, Greenlee placed sixth in 
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came in seventh in the 110 hurdles 
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The future looks to be bright for 
Elgin, with sophomores and ju-
niors accounting for all but three 
of the Huskies’ points on the  
weekend.

“The really neat thing for these 
young men is they’re all hungry for 
the next step,” Sorensen said.  
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Only one athlete from the 
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championship in Monmouth 
this weekend.

And though she didn’t win her 
event, sophomore Erin Coston 
turned in one of the more im-
pressive performances of the 
weekend, taking second in the 
1A girls pole vault with a mark 
of 9 feet, 9 inches — a personal 
best by more than a foot.

And the move to second place 
almost didn’t happen. 

Twice on lower heights Cos-
✣✪✦ ❂✤✚ ✧✪❂✦ ✣✪ ✬✙✜ ★✦✤✢ ✤✣-
tempt — at 9 feet, and later at 
9 feet, 6 inches. But both times 
✚✬✙ ✜✙✚✴✪✦✧✙✧ ❂✘✣✬ ✤ r✯✜✜✵✭ ❏✬✙

sophomore was able to contort 
herself over the bar when fac-
ing elimination, and then had 
no issues at the next height, eas-
ily making it over 9 feet 3, and  
❈ ✽✙✙✣ ❈✻ ✜✙✚✴✙✥✣✘❍✙✢✵✻ ✪✦ ✬✙✜ ★✜✚✣

attempts. 
What ensued was a showdown 

between Coston and North Lake 
junior Briana Church, who en-
tered as the two-time defending 
1A champion. Coston, of course, 
was seeking to bring a pole vault 
state championship back to Im-
bler for a third year in a row af-
ter Aspen Birkmaier earned the 
✿❉ ✣✘✣✢✙ ✘✦ ✿✲✰❄ ✤✦✧ ✿✲✰❀✭

Coston’s move over 9 feet 6 
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into the lead when she cleared 
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tempt at the height, but then 
made it over on a second go be-
fore surging back ahead, this time 
for good, when she cleared 10 feet 
✪✦ ✣✬✙ ★✜✚✣ ✤✣✣✙✩✴✣s ✤✩✤✜✗ ✣✬✤✣

was also a personal record.
Coston missed on her three 

tries at 10 feet to settle for sec-
ond, but she still came away 
with a 15-inch personal best on 
the day. Her previous top mark 
✘✦✧✘❍✘✧✯✤✢✢✵ ❂✤✚ ❀ ✽✙✙✣ ✐✻ ✤✦✧

prior to this season, she had 
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Her eight points for second 
place earned the Panthers a tie 
for 22nd as a team.
❪❭▲❳❫t▲❘ ❫▲◆✉ ❙❞✇P▲❭❳❩❯

❵①❩❫ ✉◆❞❴▲

A pair of freshmen played ar-
guably the biggest role in getting 
the Powder Valley Badgers boys 
✣✜✤✥✗ ✤✦✧ ★✙✢✧ ✣✙✤✩ ✘✦✣✪ ✤ ✣✘✙ ✽✪✜

10th place at the 1A state cham-
pionships Friday and Saturday 
in Monmouth.

Kaden Krieger and Reece Dix-
on both had strong weekends for 
✣✬✙ ❅✤✧✛✙✜✚✻ ❂✬✪ ★✦✘✚✬✙✧ ❂✘✣✬
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St. Stephen’s Academy. Krieger 
turned in Powder’s top individ-
ual performance by taking third 
in the 1A boys 300 hurdles in a 
✣✘✩✙ ✪✽ ❃✿✭❋✲ ✚✙✥✪✦✧✚✭ ✮✙ ❂✤✚

seventh in the high jump, clear-
ing 5 feet 10 inches along with 
teammate Dominick Grende, 
who placed sixth in the event.

Krieger was also at the center 
✪✽ ✪✦✙ ✪✽ ✣✬✙ ✥✢✪✚✙✚✣ ★✦✘✚✬✙✚ ✪✽

the state meet. The freshman, 
Elgin’s Tristan Simpson and 
Hosanna Christian’s Christian 
❧✪✢✙✩✤✦ r✙❂ ✦✙✥✗✳✤✦✧✳✦✙✥✗

down the home stretch in the 
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relay, in which Powder Valley 
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second, respectively, in the 
state. The trio of runners hit the 
★✦✘✚✬ ✢✘✦✙ ✤✣ ✤ ✦✙✤✜✢✵ ✘✧✙✦✣✘✥✤✢

time — with Krieger tumbling 
✣✬✜✪✯✛✬ ✣✬✙ ★✦✘✚✬ ✘✦ ✤✦ ✤✣✣✙✩✴✣

to lunge ahead. 
The race went to Hosanna 

Christian by seven one-thou-
sandths of one second over Elgin, 
✤✚ ✣✬✙ ✣✪✴ ✣❂✪ ✣✙✤✩✚ ★✦✘✚✬✙✧ ✘✦

3:33.612 and 3:33.619. Powder 
Valley, which was barely edged 
✪✯✣ ✽✪✜ ✣✬✘✜✧✻ ★✦✘✚✬✙✧ ✘✦ ❋❊❋❋✭✐❀✭

“It was pretty hard at the 
end,” Krieger said of the race. “I 
couldn’t feel my legs, and I was 
working so hard to try and get in 
front of Tristan. I was trying to 
✛✙✣ ✩✵ ✬✙✤✧ ✤✥✜✪✚✚ ❢✤✣ ✣✬✙ ★✦-
ish), but I reached my head too 
far and lost my balance and I just 
fell. I almost knocked (Simpson) 
over too.”
❉✢✣✬✪✯✛✬ ✣✬✙ ★✦✘✚✬ ❂✤✚✦②✣ ✘✦
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a strong season for the Badgers 
and points to a promising fu-
ture. Krieger said the team had a 
surge in athletes this year, which 
he credits to new head coach Nic 
Maszk.

“He’s a good coach. He trains 
us well. A whole bunch of peo-
ple went out this year for him,” 
Krieger said.
③✘✼✪✦ ✴✢✤✥✙✧ ★✽✣✬ ✘✦ ✣✬✙ ✰❉
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the freshman also contributed 
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The Powder Valley girls, who 
placed 21st with nine points, 
sent athletes to the podium in 
all three events in which they 
✺✯✤✢✘★✙✧ ✽✪✜ ✚✣✤✣✙✭ ❏✬✙ ❃✼✰✲✲ ✜✙-
lay team of Keanna and Megan 
Bingham and Sonora and Belle 
Blair came home sixth in 53.65 
seconds, and Sonora Blair, 
Brooke Allen and the Binghams 
✴✢✤✥✙✧ ★✽✣✬ ✘✦ ✣✬✙ ❃✼❃✲✲ ✜✙✢✤✵ ✘✦

❃❊✿❀✭❈❈✭

Allen, the lone Badger to qual-
ify individually, was seventh in 
the 1A girls javelin at 102 feet 1. 
❙❯❙❴❞❩ ❴❯❘❩◗❘P▲❘❩❩❞❡▲❳
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The Union Bobcats girls track 
✤✦✧ ★✙✢✧ ✣✙✤✩ ✬✤✧ ❦✯✚✣ ✣✬✜✙✙

athletes at the 2A state champi-
onships, but two had third-place 
★✦✘✚✬✙✚ ✣✪ ✚✙✦✧ ✣✬✙ ❅✪✫✥✤✣ ✛✘✜✢✚

home from Monmouth with 12 
✴✪✘✦✣✚ ✤✦✧ ✤ ✣✘✙ ✽✪✜ ✰❀✣✬ ✴✢✤✥✙ ✤✚

a team.
Senior Abriel O’Reilly 

wrapped up her prep career by 
taking third place in the 2A girls 
❀✲✲ ✘✦ ✤ ✴✙✜✚✪✦✤✢ ✫✙✚✣ ✣✘✩✙ ✪✽
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who entered as one of the favor-
✘✣✙✚ ✘✦ ✣✬✙ ✿❉ ✛✘✜✢✚ ❃✲✲✻ ★✦✘✚✬✙✧

❂✘✣✬ ✤ ✣✘✩✙ ✪✽ ■❈✭❃❀ ✚✙✥✪✦✧✚ s

also a personal best — to also 
come away in third. The junior 
was one of only three athletes 
✣✪ ★✦✘✚✬ ✣✬✙ ✙❍✙✦✣ ✘✦ ✢✙✚✚ ✣✬✤✦ ✤

minute.
The Union boys sent athletes 

to the podium in two events, 
with junior Jaxon Blackburn 
clearing 12 feet in the 2A boys 
✴✪✢✙ ❍✤✯✢✣ ✣✪ ★✦✘✚✬ ✘✦ ★✽✣✬ ✴✢✤✥✙
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career. Meanwhile, the Bob-
cats took seventh and eighth 
✘✦ ✣✬✙ ✿❉ ✫✪✵✚ ❀✲✲✻ ❂✘✣✬ ●✤✣-
thew Sheehy crossing the line 
in 2:06.12 and Monte Kirby hot 
on his heels in a pack of athletes 
★✦✘✚✬✘✦✛ ✤✣ ✿❊✲✐✭❋❃✭

As a team, the Union boys 
scored seven points to take 25th. 

be excited (for track).

hurdle race wasn’t as clean as
his preliminary race, but his
✣

still good enough to win by
nearly a full second.

★

a lot of work,
“This 
to state.
of events.”

the 

as a sophomore before set
tling 
taking fourth a year ago be
fore winning this year.

we were wanting,
coach John Roberts said of
Homan’s title.
and the hurdle coach has
him (doing well) over the
hurdles.”
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Coston places second

Burton wins twice to lead Elgin 
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